A N 


A c COU N 5 8 


| OF THE LATE 
Dr. GoLDsMITH's ILLNEss, 


30 far as relates to the Exhibition of 
Dr. JAMES's POWDER. | 


A N 
EXAMINATION 


Of the Rev. Mr. Jenn Wartzy's 


PRIMITIVE PHY SIC: 


1 
"4 


AND AN » 
ADDRESS to the PU BLIC 


PREMATURE DEATH. 4A 


AN D 


PREMATURE INTERMENT. 


" 


By W. HAWES, M.D. - 


LONDON. 

Printed for the AUTHoR, and to be had of the following Book - 
ſellers: Mr. Bxowns, the Corner of Efſcx-Street, Strand; 
Mero. Dzwnnis, New Bridge- Street ; and Mr, N 
No. 163, Fleet-Street. 


M DCCLAXX, £ * 


% 


- * 
” 
= * 
- — 
4 
* n 
- = 
” , 
* 
-. 
* 
. 
* 
- 
ws v 
= 
F ö 
- 
- 
, 
: * ; 
5 
— 
- LY 
4 
* » — * * 
4 * 8 
- 
= 
* 
* * % 
: 
% op 
kk + " 
i ” 
0 
—- 
= 
- 
* 
„ 
1 2 * p 
N p 2 Srl * - 1 . 


* ADVERTISEMENT 
By the AUTHOR, 


TT may perhaps be neceſſary to apdlogize for 
republiſhing two of the enſuing Tracts. That, 
on the Exhibition of Dr. James's Powders, has 
been out of print more than three years, and re 
peatedly enquired for at the different bookſellers, 
ſeveral of whom have more than once requeſted 
me to bring out another edition, Doubtſul whe- 
ther ſuch a proceeding might not have the appear- 
ance of ill- nature towards Mr. Newbery, I paid 
no attention to their requiſition, But a ſimilac 
one being repeatedly made by ſeveral young gen- 
tlemen who honoured me with their attendance at 
my Lectures on the Theory and Practice of Ani- 
mation, which were delivered laſt winter, my duty 
forbade a Refuſal of what they ſolicited. To ſhew 
that I have not the leaſt enmity to either of the 
Gentlemen intereſted in the ſale of Dr. James's 
Powders, or Weſley's Primitive Phyſic, as Men; 
the preſent Publication will not be advertiſed. 
. As a conſcientious Practitioner, it was my duty 
to inform the Public of pretended remedies, or 
Injudicious publications, that might prove injuri- 
ous to their health, and deſtructive to their lives. 


A | Ir 


, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


It is not my diſpoſition to be uncandid, nor my 
wiſh to injure the circumſtances of any man; but 

| whatever in the form of a Medicine appears likely 
to produce a public injury, I am determined to 
expoſe. I have made Quacks of all denoming- 
tions my ſworn enemies: but what Medical Man 
of honcur and reputation, would wiſh to. be upon 
tolerable terms with the Murderers of the Human 
Race, BI 
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aK , 
EXAMINATION 


OF 
The Rev. Mr. JOHN WESLEx's 
PRIMITIVE PHYSIC: 


SHEWING 
That a great Number of the Preſcriptions therein contained, 
are founded on Ignorance of the Mzvicai Aar, and of 


the Power and Operation of Medicines ; and that it is a 
Publication calculated to do eſſential Injury to the Health 


of thoſe Perſons who may place Confidence in it. 


INTERSPERSED WITH 


MEDICAL REMARKS 


AND 


PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


— 


— 


By W. HAWES, M. D. 


Medico diligenti, priu/yquam conetur agro adbibere medicinam, mon 
folum morbuz tjus, cui ede welas, ſed etiam conſurtude valentic, 
( 

5 Cicero de Oratore, lib. ii. cap. 44. 
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P'R N A AN 


HE . writer of the following 
pages was induced to commu- 
nicate them to the world, from a de- 
fire to prevent the public from being 
longer impoſed on, by an injudicious 
collection of pretended remedies for 
almoſt every diſorder that can affe& 
the human frame, and which has been 
publiſhed by Mr. John Weſley, under 
the title of Primitive Phyfic. This 
writer, or rather compiler, has la- 
boured to give mankind the moſt un- 
favourable ideas of the practitioners in 
phyſic and pharmacy. The phyficians 
he repreſents as engaged in a combi- 


nation to render their art as myſte- 
a rious 


( 8 ] 
rieus as poſſible, in order to make 
themſelves the more neceſſary, and 
to increaſe the gains of their profeſ- 
ſion. While apothecaries, he inſinuates, 
make little feruple of adminiſtering 
drugs not contained in the preſcrip- 
tion of the phyſician, becauſe they 
are more cheap, or ſuch as are ſtale 
and periſhed, to the ruin of many con- 
Aitutiont, and to the loſs of many va- 
fable libr. And from this account 
it ſhould ſeem, that phyſicians and 
apothecaties not unfrequently com- 
bine together, for no other purpoſe 
than to plunder the patient, and to 
encreaſe or prolong his miſery and 
his diſeaſe. © Experience ſhews, ſays 
he, that one thing will cure moſt 
& diſorders, at leaſt as well as twenty 
« pur together. Then why do you 
« add the other nineteen ? Only to 
& ſwell the apothecary's bill: nay poſ- 
00 ſibly to prolong the diſtemper, chat 
9 „ cc the 


f ij J 

« the doctor and he may girls the 
« i 

This meprentation of the gentle- 
men of the faculty may poſſibly not 
be thought very candid, nor very 
equitable ; and if Mr. Weſley's cha- 
rater and conduct, as a divine, a po- 
litician, and a practitioner in phyſic, 
were to be examined with the ſame 
degree of candour that he hath exer- 
ciſed towards others, he would cer- 
tainly not appear in the moſt advan- 
tageous light. At leaſt it would 
be manifeſt, that he was far enough 
from perfection, though that is a doc- 


— 


trine for which he is well known tog # 


be a very zealous advocate. But, 
perhaps, thoſe who are not thorough- 


initiated in Mr. Weſley's peculiar te- 
nets, may not have a proper idea of 
what thoſe qualities are which are ne- 
ceflary to conftirute a perfect man. 


9 Pref, to Primitive Phyjic, p. xiv, and alſo p. xxvii. 
| It 


L. } 


It is certain, that if Mr. Weſley be 


of this character, a regard to truth is 
not neceſſary to it: of which the 
Rev. Mr. Evans of Briſtol can afford 


ample teſtimony +. 


But however uncandid, unfair, or 
unjuſt, Mr. Weſley's repreſentation 
of the gentlemen of the faculty may 
be, it ſeemed neceſſary to promote the 


ſale of his Primitive Phyſic. And in 


this his views appear to have been 
anſwered ; fixteen editions at leaſt hav- 
ing been printed of this compilation; 


+ Vide the ſecond edition of Mr. Evan's letter to 
Mr. John Weſley, in which he has been convicted of 
premeditated falſchood, upon the cleareſt and moſt 
unexceptionable evidence. Mr. Weſley's attempt 
towards a defence upon this ſubject in the news- pa- 
pers, ſerves, if poſſible, to render him ſtill more con- 


.temptible. 


The writer of this meddles not with political diſ- 
putes, but takes the liberty to obſerve, that ſome re- 


gard to truth was thought neceſſary, in old faſhioned 
ſyſtems, to conſtitute the character of an honeſt man, 


of whatever party he might be. | 
+ | and 


LY 


and that this large ſale has not ariſen 
from the merit of the performance, 
will, I am confident, be acknowledged 
by every man ſkilled in the treatment 
of diſeaſes. 

The practice of phyſic, according 
to Mr. Weſley's ideas, is a very eaſy 
art. For, he informs us, © neither 
the knowledge of aſtrology, aſtronomy, 
* natural philoſophy, nor even anatomy 
e itſelf, is abſolutely neceſſary to the 
e quick and eſſeclual cure of moſt diſeaſes 
« incident to human bodies: nor yet 
% any chymical, or exotic, or com- 
*« pounded medicine, but a ſingle plant 
« or fruit duly applied. So that every 
« man of common ſenſe (unleſs in ſome 
rare caſes) may preſcribe either to 
e himſelf or his neighbour ; and may 
ebe very ſecure from doing harm, even 
“here he can do no good“. But 


® Pref. to Primitive Phyfic, p. xi. 
the 


17 

the facility of curing diſeaſes was not, 
it ſeems, ſufficiently underſtood, till 
the appearance of Mr. Weſley's Pri- 
mitive Phyſic. And when this per- 
formance was announced to the world, 
every man who purchaſed it, had . a 
« phyſician always in his houſe, and 
one that attends without fee or re- 
« ward.” 


Mr. Welley's performance would, 


indeed, have been a very valuable ac- 
quiſition to the public, if it could 
really have qualified every man of 
common ſenſe to preferibe to his 
family as well as himſelf.” But the 
truth 1s, that thoſe who rely on Mr. 
Welley's pamphlet, will often be led 
to trifle with the moſt dangerous diſ- 
eaſes, and while they are forming vain 
expectations of obtaining relief from 
his infignificant preſcriptions, may be 
led to neglect timely application for 

reeal 
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4 
real and effectual aſſiſtance, and there 


by ſuffer irreparable miſchief. 
Mr. Welley s pretended remedies 


are of various kinds; great numbers 
have no mark of diſtinction; but he 
has beſides theſe tried remedies, in- 


fallible remedies, and a third fort, 


which he prefers to all the reſt (being 
probably more than infallible) and 
which are marked with an afterift. 
But if the public are led to form a 


| juſt eſtimate of the merit of Mr. Weſ- 


ley's Primitive Phylic, they will place 
little confidence in any remedies which 
have no better authority than his re- 
commendation, whether they are 
marked i ried, inſullible, or diſtinguiſh- 


ed by an a/teri/k. 
It was not the intention of the 


| writer of this piece, to ſit down mere- 
ly with a view to oppoſe Mr. Weſley, 


or to cavil at his publication. But he 
| _ wiſhed 


[wilt 


wiſhed to be of ſervice to his fellow 
cteatures. He has, therefore, inter- 
ſperſed occaſional remarks on ſeveral 
of the diſeaſes for which Mr. Weſley 
has attempted to preſcribe : and if 
any of his obſervations ſhould prove 
beneficial to mankind, it will afford 
him great pleaſure, as his higheſt am- 
bition is to be uſeful in his profeſ- 
ſion. 


1 10 


AN 


EXAMINATION, Oe. 


TS recipes contained in Mr. Weſley's Primi- 
tive Phyfic, are one thouſand and twelve; they 
are therefore too numerous to be particularly ani- 
madverted on: but, from the remarks which will 
here be made on many of them, it will, it is pre- 
ſumed, be ſufficiently apparent, that no perſon can, 
with any d of ſafety, rely on a compilation ſo 
extremely injudicious ; the pretended remedies con- 
' tained therein, being often of no uſe, and thoſe 
which might be of utility, generally unattended with 
ſuch ire&ions, or regard to times and circumſtan- 
ces, as would be neceſſary to render them effica- 
cious ; and indeed, often calculated only to produce 
the moſt dangerous and fatal effects. | 

Thoſe recipes, contained in Mr. Weſley's book, 
on which I ſhall make remarks, will be taken in the 
order in which they lic in his pamphlet, and referred 
to by the numbers or figures which he has affixed 
to them, When I give his recipes, or make quota - 
tions from him, which [ ſhall f frequently do, his 
words will be diſtinguiſhed by the Italic character. 
And as my reaſons for this publication have already 
been given in the preface, I ſhall, without further 
introduction or a „ proceed to an examination 
of that profundity of medical ſkill and knowledge, 
which are contained in-this incomparable ſyſtem of 
Primitive Phyfic. | 


B Aboxtion, 


1 
os Abortion to prevent. 


No. 1. Uſe a decoftion of lignum guiacum ; biiling 
an ounee in a quart of water. 

Of all the remedies to prevent abortion, this is 
one of the moſt improper ; for if it were to produce 
any effect, it would be the very reverlc : as this 
wood contains a ſtimulating eſſential oil, it would be 
difpoſed to increaſe the action of the heart and ar- 
terial ſyſtem ; ſo that this medicine, in all probabili- 
ty, will make the woman more liable to abort. 


| In @ ſanguine habit, let blood. 


Mr. Weſley does nat bere give the leaſt informa- 
tion, by which the female might, know whether blecd- 
Ng would be a proper remedy ; nor does he con- 
ſider, that not one in a hundred of his readers know 
the meaning of the word ſanguine. Indeed, he ſeems 
reſolved, at his firſt ſetting out, to give the public a 
ſatisfactory evidence of his total want of medical 
knowledge. Another man would have ſaid, if there 
is a full, ſtrong pulſe, then bleeding in ſmall quan- 
tities, and at ſtated intervals, according to the 
ſtrength and other circumſtances of the patient, will 
diminiſh the quantity of blood in the veſſels, and 
thus leflen the force of the circulation in the uterus, 
and ſo prevent abortion, 


No.5, Gyn ie lt ben in bee the elf 
here. are many caſes; and circumſtances in which 
the; cad laub would be abſolutely improper, at, well 
38 dangerous; and thaſe are by no means cleared up 
in mother part ef Mr. W. a pamphlet, where he 
. ſome general directions to thofe who are t 
vie it. 
ends a . 7 No. 


LY 


No. 11. — — pi-ls Ln: Take 
S 22 
t ; ( ſuppoſe the next other three, 
229 the third 2.5 ſeldom fails. 


Here Mr. W. a to have excelled himſelf; 
he orders his cobwebs to be made into pills, but he 
does not reflect that there muſt be ſome viſcid ſub- 
ſtance added, to form a dry, light matter into pills; 
ſo that it is to be preſumed Mr. W. is at the trouble 
of making the cobwebs into himſelf. But as 
the mind has a wonderful effe& on the body, and in 
no diſeaſe more than the rage” I would recom- 
mend to Mr. W. to have tient, a little before 
the co'd fit, carried into a room ap this wonder- 
working remedy hangs in cluſters from the ciel- 
ing; here the i would have its full force, 


and aſtoniſhing cures perhaps be performed. 
No. 12. N . prenclo, an hour 


before the fit. 
Mr. W. no attention whatever to the doſe of 
neutral falt; ſome tea ſpoons may 


a very po 
contain one, others, ru ſerupler ; furely, more 


pre» 
cifion was n but, aps, hke the verdi- 
gris, this 8 error 57 8 „Which has 
gone through ſix, or perad venture editions. 
No. 17. Eat a lemon, rind and all. AU 


This preſcription, which 1 
Gmple, is exceedingly co e 
medy is contained. aceſcent, | mucilaginous, bitter, 
and watery juices. Further, no attention whatever 
| is: pail to the ſie of dhe lemon which is to . 
ſome weigh four undes, others only half an 
or ſut drama ; and yet 6 
and all, tq be taken for the cure of an agu. 
No. 19. In the hat fit, take 10, 12, or 1 $ 
of landanum. 1 To. 
1 * B 2 This 


(> a. 


1 


This is a very dangerous remedy, and, I believe, 
never adviſed before, in the hot fit of an intermit- 
tent fever; as, in all probabily, it would heat the 
2 much more, endanger delirium, and convert 

e preſent diſeaſe into a continued fever, which 
every good practitioner is anxious to avoid. 


No. 21. Boil @ bandful * rib wort * whey, drink 
this warm an hour before the fit comes, and e down 
and fweat. 

Mr, W. has a prodigious command over the con- 
ſtitution; it obeys his nod, and is ſubſervient to 
| his will; producing ſweat, and the removal of diſ- 

eaſes, appear to be the caſieſt things in the world 
with him. 

No. 22. A tea ſpoonful of ſalt o tartar, in ſpri 
water. This alſo cures onal of fall of tart 17. 
long laſting ge and moſt diſcaſes ari ” from ob- 
tructions, eſpecially i, ſena be premiſed twice or thrice. 

There — v5 put together an aſſemblage of great- 
er abſurdities; as this medicine can have no — ten- 
dency than to cauſe the afflicted to trifle with acute diſ- 
eaſes. In fact, in this one ſection is included the greateſt 
part of the diſeaſes apy to the human body, as 
the celebrated Bor RHAVvx fa . that moſt diſeaſes a. 
riſe obſtruction. Mr. W. “s aſſertion, therefore, 
that this alkaline ſalt will cure ſo great a variety of 
diſorders, muſt certainly be a matter of very ſ ous 
conſequence, as ſo great a number of complaints 
come under his deſeri n, in which ſalt of. tartar 
could produce no good effect; and thus the —— p 
injury muſt often be received by 'thoſe "deluded 
perſons, who are prevented, by ir ih se con- 
fidence in this recipe of Mr. Weſley's from having 


retdurſe” to ſuch ' medicines a6 rea 
lieve — | *. (32 18 cl (IF. +; 18 \ ID 
at 2 N t wilt N l f cl 


1 
i , 


Ny 


+ ail 
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No. 23: Before, yea, in the midſt of the fit, take 
twenty drops Pf ſpirit of fulphur, in 4 pins of cold 


water. | 
Before, yea, even in the midſt of the fit, Mr. W. 
is of opinion, that, twenty a of 8 
ſhould be taken in a pint of cold water. can be 
of no uſe whatever; yea, it may be ſometimes in- 
jurious. But as no mark is affixed to this preſcrip- 
tion; neither an aſteriſk, nor the mark of infallibility 
Mr. W. may poſſibly be willing that this recipe ſhould 
= be —.— among thoſe of the higheſt excel- 
ence. | 
No. 25. Apply to each wriſt a plaifter of treacle and 
ſoot. —Tried. | 
As the word tried is affixed to this 
tion, it may be preſumed that Mr. W. or 
ney-{weeper, have experienced its eſſicacy. 


A Double Tertian. 


No. 27. Tale, beſore the fit, (after à purge or two) 
three ounces-of cichory water, 4 drachm of ſalt of 
wormwood, and fifteen drops of ſpirit of ſulphur, 

A very inclegant and unpleaſant faline draught. 

No. 28. To perfect the cure, on the fourth day afttr 
you maſs the fit, take two drachms of 44 half 2 
of ſall of tartar, infuſed all night in four ounces & ci- 
chory water. | 


applica- 
is chim- 


If Mr. W. has any view in this preſcription, he in- 
tends it as a purging remedy; but repeated experience 
has ſhewn purgatives to be -xery. injurious after all 
kinds, of agues, and the, moſt probable method to 
produce a relapſe. . rig N n wt bi. 

bitt Iv"! 


14 
117 


1 1 ttt! * 


A Quar- 


C as 1 
A Quartan Ague. 


No. 29. Apply to the future of the head, when the fit 
is coming, wall July. flowers, beating together the leaves 
and flowers with a little ſalt. 

It muſt be a ſubject of lamentation, that this won- 
derful remedy: can only be procured at a certain ſca- 
ſon of the year; but it may be ſome abatement of 
our grief to recollect, that the loſs of this pretty 
flower may be ſupplied by the tulip, pink, &c. and in- 
deed any of them, applied to the noſtrils, will be pro- 
ductive of effects on the ſyſtem, equally aſtoniſhing. 


No. 35. For @ tertian or quartan, vomit an hour 
after the cold fit begins. 
- When Mr. W. by an extraordinary fatality, hits 
upon a good remedy, he generally takes care to pre- 
vent its being of real ſervice to the patient, by di- 
xeting it to be adminiſtered injudiciouſly and impro- 
perly. At the attack of acute diſeaſes, the matters 
contained in the ſtomach, inſtead of going through 
the digeſtive proceſs, become often putrid, acid, 
&c, which increaſes the ſymptoms of the difeaſe. 
Practitioners, therefore, at the onſet of fevers, and 
other diſeaſes, have found it uſeful to clear the ſtomach 
of offending ſubſtances, by an emetic; and if any other 
good effect is expected from the vomiting, it is . 
rally adviſed a little before the attack, as it has | 
times prevented the fit coming on; but Mr. W. in 
contradiction to common experience, and com- 
mon ſenſe, adviſcs his vomit ts be given an four after 
mie ceid fit begins. Further, as the Primitive Phyfic is 
imended chiefly for the unlearned, and as there are 
kinds-of ſubſtances which oceaſton vomiting, 
d It not have been prudent in Mr. W. to have 
mentioned which deſerved the preference, and what 
would be the ſuitable doſe, and the fluid proper to 
work off the vomit ? | be 


L. ] 
No. 36. Drink every . of white wine, 
wherein half a ſliced orange 1s bouled. 

In this generous preſcription there is no direction 
whether = perſon ſhould drink a gill of wine for a 
week, a month, or a year; but it may not be improper 
to obſcrve, that if a weakly and delicate woman drinks 
four ounces of wine every morning for any length of 
time, that, when it is left off, her ſpirits will flag for want 


of the ſtimulus, and thus an excellent woman be un- 
happily converted into a drain or wine drinker. 


No. 39. Take ten grains of powdered ſaffron before 
the fit, 2 of while wine. Ke if 

Recent experience has convinced me, that ſaffron 
may be cxhibitcd in much larger doſes then Mr. W. 
preſcribes, without producing any medicinal effects. 


St. Anthony's Fire. 


No. 41. Take a glaſs of tar water warm in bed, every 
hour, waſhung the part with the ſame. 

The diſeaſe for which Mr. W. is here pretending to 
preſcribe a remedy, is the eriſipetalous inflammation, 
or St. Anthony's fire ; and ſurely then, a hot ſtimu- 
lating ſubſtance, which would encreaſe the burning 
heat, and all the ſymptoms of this troubleſome and 
painful diſcaſc, is not very proper to be applied. Mr. 
W. has however thought proper to recommend it, 
but Dr. Lewis, who is a good phyſician, as well as a 
judiczous writer, ſays, © That all the turpentines are 
shot and ſtimulating, they are given where inflam- 
* 728 Te o not forbid their uſe; and that 
« TaR differs from the turpentines, or native reſi- 
nous juices of the trees, in conſequence of having 
received a diſagreeable empyrcumatic i 
from the fire.“ 


No. 4% Drink juſt ſo much ſea-water as does not vo- 


mit or purge, every morning for ſeven days: this > 
' * : E 


265 
the proper meaſure in whatever caſe. It ſeldom 
fails. | N 
At No. 41, the patient was to drink far- water, a 
very heating medicine; immediately after, in the ſame 
diſeaſe, ſca- water is preſcribed, which in conſequence 
of the neutral and earthy ſalts diſſolved in it, is a very 
cooling remedy. Mr. W. whoſe medical talents are 
not of the ordinary kind, undertakes to cure the 
wy fame diſeaſe both by hot and cold reme- 
ies. 

No. 45. Take two or three gentle purges.— Vo fever 
bears repeated purges better than this, eſpecially when 
it affefts the body. 8 

As this is an inflammation peculiar to weak and 

irritable habits, thoſe labouring under this diſcaſe are 

not well able to bear evacuation ; and indeed there 
are few diſorders where it is more neceſſary to keep 
up the ſtrength of the patient than the preſent. 


| Apoplexy. | 
No. 49. To prevent, uſe the cold bath, and drink 
| water. 

As the apoplexy is a diſeaſe which carries off great 
numbers, ſhould fot any perſon who intended to give 
medical advice, have been more explicit? Mr. W. 
ſays, in his note, that an apoplexyis atotal loſs of all ſenſe 
and voluntary motion, commonly attended with a flrong 
pulſe, hard breathing and ſnorting. It is evident, from 
this definition of the diſeaſe, the ſanguineous apoplexy 
is intended. Now I will venture to affirm, that im- 
merging ſuddenly in the cold bath, will be one of the 
molt likely means of reproducing this dangerous and 
often fatal diſeaſe. Here is no attention paid to age, 
ſex, conſtitution, or other circumſtances, though they- 
are abſolutely neceſſary to be attended to, in a com- 
plaint of ſo ſerious a nature. ; 

No. 58. 
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No. 50. In the fit put a handful of ſalt into a pint of 
cold water, and if poſſible pour it down the throat-of the 


patient. 


Mr. Weſley here ſays, that / poſſible in the fit of 
apoplexy, a pint of ſalt and water thouid be poured 
down the throat of the patient; and then he will im- 
mediately come to himſelf. But if he had not been to- 
tally ignorant of the diſeaſe, or if he had underſtood 
his own definition of it, (Sce No. 49.) he would have : 
known that it was totally impoſlible to force down 1 
any quantity of fluid during the fit. He ſays himſelf, 
that the diſcaſe is attended with 4 4% of all ſenſe and 
voluntary motion. Now, is not the action of deglu- 
tition a voluntary motion, and can it be reſtored any 
other way, than by removing the diſcaſe? 


No. 51. Fill the mouth with ſell. 

Mr. W. here recommends filling the mouth with ſalt; 
but the moſt likely conſequence of this would be, KA- 
ling the patient, by the ſtoppage of all reſpiration. 


No. 52. Blow powder of white hellebore up the noſe. 
One of the moſt ſtimulating errhines in the whole 
materia medica, is here ordered to be blown up the 
noſtrils, in the ſanguineous apoplexy ; than which, 
nothing can be more improper or dangerous. 
Fix a cupping glaſs, without ſcariſying, to the na 
of the . — to md es: 4 
One of Mr. Weſley's ſhining qualities, is the 
adroitneſs with which he renders a good remedy in- 
efficacious, whenever he happens to blunder upon 
one, Here, the cupping glaſſes recommended 
are very proper; but the directing them to be ap- 
plied without ſcarifying, is in the higheſt degree ab- 
ſurd. By the ſcarification, the blood veſſels would 
have been unloaded of their contents, and the preſ- 
ſure upon the brain taken off; and therefore, what 
the Author of the gra Phyfic adviſes to be avoid- 
; ö ed, 
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ed, would be the moſt probable method of reſtoring 
the patient. A 
No. 53. If the fit be ſoon after a meal, do not bleed, 
vomit. 
Theſe directions are eſſentially wrong, and if pur- 
ſued, might be fatal to many perſons who would be 


recovered. ö 


No. 54. Rub the head, feet, and hands ſtrongly, and 
let two ſtrong men carry the patient upright, backward 
and forward about the room. | 
This advice is vague and 8 as it is ſuf- 
fering people to trifle in a diſeale which requires the 
moſt expeditious methods of relief. 


No. 55. A ſeton in the neck, with a low diet, has 
often prevented a relapſe. ; 

This advice for preventing a relapſe, is very pro- 
per ; but the paticnt muſt firſt be brought out of the 
apoplectic fit, which he never can be, by any of Mr, 
W's preſcriptions, | 


But fend for a good phyſician immediately. 

Theſe words of Mr. W. are contained in the lat- 
ter part of the fifty-ſecond ſed ion; after preſcribing ſe- 
veral of the moſt abſurd and prepoſterous remedies that 
could eaſily enter the mind of man, he adviſes a good 
phyſician to be ſent for. The writer hopes that this 
is the only part of Mr. W's advice, to which any regard 
will be paid, in ſo dangerous a diſeaſe ; where the 
omiſſion of the application of the proper and judi- 
cious remedies, only for a few minutes, may be the 
cauſe of the death of the patient. 


The Aſthma, 


No. 57. Take a pint of cold water every night, as 
you lie down in bed, 
. No. 58. 
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No. 58. A pint of cold water every morning. waſh- 
ing the head therein immediately after, and uſing the 
cold bath once a fortnight. 

No. 60. Half a pint of tar water twice à day. 

No. 61. Drink ſea water every morning. 

No. 62. Live a fortnight on boiled carrots.— It ſel- 
dom fails. 

All theſe pretended remedies for aſthmatic diſ- 
orders, are ſo inadequate to the purpoſe, and ma- 
nifeſtly ſo incfhcacious, that they only do miſchict, by 
preventing thoſe who conſide in them from applying 
for ſuch advice as might afford them real relief. 


No. 65. For preſent relief, vomit with a quart or 
more of . — 2 3 you drink of it, the 
better. | 

In fits of the aſthma, the lungs are often greatly 
loaded and diſtended with blood; ſo that vomiting, 
by whateyer means excited, may be productive of 
much miſchief. - Mr. W. in his Primitive Phyfic, 
gives no rules __—_— times or circumſtances ; but 
remedies are to be uſed indiſcriminately, at all times, 
and in all circumſtances. Here, however, I muſt 
take the liberty of obſerving, that I have found, from 
repeatedexperience inthe various methods of — 
hea'th, that much depends on remedics being exhibite 
at the proper ma 8 a diſeaſe ; and therefore they 
loſe much of their efficacy, when exhibited by a perſon 
who is inattentive to a proper diſtinction of theſe 
particulars, which, though ſeemingly trifling, are 
really of the utmoſt importance. 


A dry, or convulſive Aſthma, 
No. 66. Juice of radiſhes relieves much. 


No. 67. A cup of firong coffee. 
| Ca No. 69, 
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No. 69. A tea made with hyſſop, or ground-ivy, or 
daiſy flowers and liguorice. 
No. 70. A pint of new milk, morning and evening. 
—T lus has cured an inveterate aſthma. | 
No. 71. Dye the cold bath thrice a week. 
No. 72. Beat fine ſaffron ſmall, and take eight or 
ten grains every night. | 
A very dangerous diſeaſe, rendered more ſo, by 
ſeveral trifling and inſignificant preſcriptions. 


No. 73. Dry and powder a toad, make it into fills, 
and take one every hour, till the convulſions ceaſe. 


Of all Mr. W.'s remedies for the convulſive aſth- 
ma, powder of toad is the moſt curious; but it is 
ſuited to the credulity of the frequenters of the 
Foundery. | 


No. 74. Take from three to five grains of ipeca- 
cuanha every morning ; or from five to ten grains eve- 
ry other evening. Do this, i need be, for a month or 

x weeks, Five grains uſually vomit. In a wolent fit, 
take a ſcruple fn anch. 

It is always adviſcable, before the exhibition of 
vomits, to examine the pulſe and the ſtate of the con- 
ſticution in general; for, if the blood-veſſe's ſhould be 
loaded, the action of vomiting may perhaps endanger 
a rupture, and inſtantly prove fatal. 


Blecding at the Noſe, (to prevent). 


No. 77. Drink whey largely every morning, and eat 
much of raiſins. | 

No. 78. To cure it, apply to the neck, behind, and cn 
each ſide, a cloth dipped in cold water. 

No. 79. Waſh the temples, noſe, and ncc> with vi- 
negar. pa þ 
No. 80. Snuff up vinegar and «water. 


* 
* 


No. 81. 
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No. 81. Cheto nettle root, ſpitting cut the juice. 


No. 82. Put up the neſtrilt powdered betony, with a 
I ttle- ſalt. 


No. 83. Held a red hot poker under the noſe. 

No. 84. Stech a rag in ſharp vinegar, burn it, and 
blew it up the neſe with a quill, 

No. 85. In a violent coſe, go into a pond or river. 

The red - hat poker preſcription (No. 83.) 
is undoubtedly new; and I am contident no 
one will difpute the honour of its invention 
with Mr. Weſley, I ſhall, however, beg leave 
to recommend this caution in the uſe of it, that 
no one ſhould attempt the application, who has not 
a very ſtcady hand, leſt the patient ſhould bear the 
marks of his ctfectual cure, in a manner that might 
induce. n wicked world to think, the caſe had been 
ſuch as required the adhibition of Leake's pills, ra- 
ther than Welley's poker ; nor could an accident of 
this kind eaſily be remedied ; as, I believe, Mr. Pa- 
tence, the only gentieman, who, in this age, pro- 
feſſes the Taliacotian art, now no longer carries on 
his noſc-making and noſe-mending manufactory. 

But, to be ſerious ; an — * from the noſe, 
is, in general, a very ſalutary effort of nature, to 
empty the loaded veſſels of the head; fo that ſuch dil- 
charges of blood ſhould by no means be haſtily ſup- 
l very large quantities may be thus ſlowly eve- 
cuated, without inducing much weakneſs in the ſyſ- 
tem; ſo that this accidental hæmorrhage tends greatly 
to relieve, and often to cure ſtubborn diſorders of the 
head, eyes, &c. whereas, if imprudently checked b 
aſtringents, internally or externally applied, ſuch 
ſtoppage of the flux of the blood, may often be 
productive of inflammation of the neighbouring 

rts, and ſometimes even apoplexy and palſy may 

e the conſequence of ſuch injudicious preſcriptions 
as are given in the Primitive Phyſic. 


Spitting 
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Spitting of Blood. 
No. 93. Take half a pint of flewed prunes for two 


or three nights. | 
No. 94. A glaſs of decaction of onions. 


No. 95. Two ſpoonfuls of juice of nettles every 
morning, and à large cup of decottion of nettles every 


night. | | 


No. 96. Take frequently a ſpoonful of the juice of 
nettles and plantane. 


No. 97. Three ſpoonfuls of ſage juice in @ little honey. 


No. 98. Half a tea ſpoonful of Barbadoes tar on ſugar 
at night... | 


Inſtead of making a comment on each of theſe 
remedies, which the writer is thoroughly convinced 
can be of little or no uſe in a ſpitting of blood ; he 
will content himſelf with obſerving, that it requires 
more medical {kill than Mr. W. teems poſſefled of, 
to diſcover whether the diſcharge of blood iſſues 
from the mouth, the Jungs, or the ſtomach; and 
then it is neceſſary to be ſo far acquainted with the 
circulation as to be capable of judging whether the 
diſcharge is arterial or venous blood; and further, 


to underſtand fo much of the hiſtory of diſeaſes, as 


to know the cauſe of the hæmorrhage, that is, whe- 
ther the blecding ariſes from an increaſed action of 
the arteries, from a relaxation, or from a rupture of 


the veſlels. 


” Vomiting Blood. 
No. 99. Take two ſpoonfuls of nettle juice. 
No. 100. One ſpoonful of the juice of quinces. 


No. 101. A quarter of a pint of decattion of nettles 
and plantane, two or three times a day. 


Hæmorr- 
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Hæmorrhages, from whatever part they ariſe, are 
diſpoſed to coutinue till they prove fatal, or, which is 
much more common, they naturally ceaſe ; for when 
the veſſels are ſufficiently emptied of their contents, 
they are of courſe diſpoſed to contract, and no more 
blood is thrown out. And the reader may be aſſured, 
that one or other of theſe terminations muſt be the 
event, if any reliance is placed on Mr. W.'s internal 
or external remedies, for the greater part of them 
do not bid fair to be of any advantage in the different 
bleedings adviſed for. 1 

The obſervations I have made on the various hæ- 
morrhages which Mr. W. treats of, ſhould be well 
conſidered in the treatment of them ; for if aſtrin- 
gents and repellents are indiſcreetly and injudiciouſiy 
preſcribed, they may do irreparable miſchief, in caſes 
where a mere diſcharge of blood would have proved 
ſalutary. 


Bliſters. 


No. 104. On the feet, occaſioned by walking, are 
cured by drawing a needle-full of worfted through them, 
clip it off at both ends, and leave it till the ſkin peel; 


In this caſe it. would be better, that no wound 
ſhould be made, as rhe watery fluids extravaſated 
from the ſtimulus of walking, will generally be ab- 
ſorbed during a night's reſt, and the bliſtered part 
reſtored to its natural ſtate, 


Boils. 


No. 105, to 108. Are ſcucral external application: 
to promote ſuppuration. 'Tis prqper to purge alſy. 
If the habit of body ſhould be in a good tate when 
theſe external inflammations ariſe, the ſuppuration 
will be good, and the boils heal readily ; but on 
the 


„ 


the other hand, if the conſtitution is ſcorbutic, or the 
juices altered from their natural ſtate, neit! er the 
above external remedies, nor purgatives, will com- 
pleat the cure. | | 


Hard Breaſts, 


No. 109. Apply turnips roaſted till ſoft, then maſhed, 
and mixed with oil of roſes. Change this twice a day, 
keeping the breaſt very warm with flannel. 

If it be only a ſmall indolent tumor, it would be 
better that nothing be done, as even the warmth of 
the above poultice, and the repeated application of 
flannel, have, by their ſtimulus, ſometimes converted 
ſuch hardneſſes into cancers, a ſpecics of diſeaſes, of 
all others the moſt to be dreaded ; whereas, by omit- 
ting the ule of external means, ſuch indurations have 
remained in an indolent itate during the whole life of 


the perſon. 
A Cancer in the Breaſt. 


No. 129. Of thirteen years ſtanding, vas cured by 
frequently applying red poppy water, plantane and reſt 
water, mixt with honey of roſes. Afterwards the wa- 
ters uſed alone perſected the cure. 
Of this extraordinary cure we have no evidence 
but Mr. Weſley's ip/e dixit. 


No. 130. Uſe the cold bath daily, (this has cured 
many.) This cured Mrs. Bates of Leiceſterſhire, of 
à cancer in her breaſt, a conſumption, a ſciatica, and 
rheumatiſm, which ſhe had near twenty years. She 


bathed daily for a month, and drank only water. 


We ſhould be glad to he informed, in what part 
of Leiceſterſhire Mrs. Bates lives; it is a county of ſome 
extent, and if the lady really exiſts any where, it would 
have been proper to have given a more particular di- 


rection. We are induced to ſay this, becauſe the rela- 
| tion 
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tion is too improbable to be credited by any perſons 
of common underſtanding. 

No. 132. Rub the whole breaſt morning and even- 
ing with ſpirits of hartſhorn. 

Mr. W. appears to have no idea of the difference 
between ſuch a tumour in the breaſt, as is called by the 
ſurgeons a ſcirrhous, and the exulceration termed a 
cancer. As I have obſerved before (and I cannot help 
repeating it) it is not at all uncommon for women to 
have little ſwellings ariſe on their breaſt from va» 
rious cauſes, which, if let alone, hardly ever termi» 
nate ill either to the general health, or to the part 
aſſected. But if pretenders to medical knowledge 
or deſigning quacks, adviſe hartſhorn, or other i - 
mulants, to be rubbed upon the part, with a view to 
diſcuſs ſuch tumors, a greater ſecretion of wate 
fluids is brought to the breaſt from the uſe of fuch 
ſtimuli; and thus what was at firſt a very light 
complaint, has been often converted into an in- 
curable cancer. The writer declares with the 
greateſt concern, that he has more than once ſcen in 
conſequence of mal- practice, ſuch an unhappy ter- 
mination take place ; and he molt earneſtly adviſes 
thoſe who have any complaints of the breaſt, to 
. conſult thoſe who are poſſeſſed of {kill and humanity 
in the profeſſion, 


No. 135. Take horſe ſpurs, and dry them by the 
fire till they will beat to powder, fift and infuſe two 
drachms in two quarts of ale; drink half a pint 
every fx hours ; new milk warm.—l[t has cured many. 
Tried. 

No. 136. 12 gooſe dung and celandine beat well 


together, and ſpread on a fine rag. It will both cleanſe 
and heal the fore. 4 ” . 


Mr. W. adviſes horſe ſpurs as an internal medicine, 
and gooſe dung as an outward application; together 
with many other remedies for the cure of cancers, 
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equally unaccountable. It is a melancholy truth, 
that ignorant men have always curatives in abundance 
for incurable complaints : as for the medical virtues 
of the many preſcriptions adviſed by Mr. W. for can- 


cCers, there can be little more objection to them, than 


to his poyder of toad in the convulſive aſthma, 


A Cancer in the Mouth. 


No. 141 to 150, Mr. W. has preſcribed ſeveral 
external applications for the cure of cancers affectin 


che mouth; and altho' one has the mark of infalli- 


bility affixed to it, and another the word tried; not- 
withſtanding all his boaited remedies, it will be 
Highly prudent in ſo ſerious a complaint to apply to a 
good ſurgeon, who, it may reaſonably be preſumed, 
will make uſe of thoſe applications which his expe- 
dgment inform him are the moſt likely 
to ſucceſsful. 
5 T thall conclude my obſervations on cancers with 
= remark ; — is, 5 and 
eſigning men have called every ulcer of difficult 
— attacks the breaſt > mouth, a cancer ; 
and unfortunately the perſon ſo afflifted is unable to 
diſtinguiſh the one from the other. But it may ſafel 
be ed, that no real cancer was ever — 
it being a diſeaſe dependant on the laws of fermen- 
tation, and for that reaſon cannot be eradicated out 
of the conſtitution; as one particle of cancerous 
matter remaining, is ſufficient to renew all the ag- 


gravated ſymptoms of this horrid diſtemper. It is 


well known that experienced and able ſurgeons daily 
cure the worſt ulcers ; and it is equally well known, 


that the humane and worthy part of that profeſſion 


lament the many impoſtors who are every day 
ſtarting up, to deceive the public with their pretended 


noſtrums, and which too often, by their corroſive 


P u mereaſe the miſery and haſten the death 


the unha PPY ſufferer, 
N Children. 


2 0} 1 


l 


„ K r 


. 


Children. 


No. 157. To prevent the rickets and weakneſs, dip 
them in cold water every morning till they are eight or 
nine months old; afterwards their hands and feet, 


The cold bath may not be improper for children, 
naturally of a good conſtitution, though theſe ſeldom 
require its uſe ; for in the caſes where this remedy 
is adviſed, it is generally in conſequence of ſome 
diſeaſes, which have weakened and relaxed their ten- 
der frame, and therefore Mr. W. ought to have been 
2 little more explicit; however, I ſhall here take the 
liberty of giving a few hints relative to the uſe of 
the cold-bath, in ſuch caſes, which if attended to, 
may be beneficial, | 

1ſt. As the ſtomach and bowels of young children 
are very apt to be diſordered, it undoubtedly would 
be improper to uſe this remedy, when the child is af. 
fected with complaints of the firſt paſſages, as vo- 
miting, purging, &c. 

2dly. If any eruption ſhould ariſe on the ſkin, the 
cold-bath might prove a repellent, and therefore 
would have a tendency to be highly injurious ; as 
ſometimes by ſuddenly ſtriking in only a few pim- 
ples, an internal imflammation or fever has been 
1 on, the conſequences of which have proved 
Atal. | 

zdly. If any fever ſhould afife, whether from 
teething or any other cauſe, it would be extremely 
dangerous to uſe the cold- bath. | 

After a child is eight or nine months old, Mr. W. 
reſtrains the uſe of the cold-· bath to the hands and 
feet only. If the child thrives from its being dipped 
in water, there can be no ſolid objection advanced 
to its being applied to the body univerſally after 


FA No 


that age. 
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No roller ſhould ever be put round their bodies, ror 
any ſtays uſed. Inſtead of them, when they are put 
into ſhort petticoats, put @ waiſtcoat under their 

ocks. 

The eaſy method of dreſſing young children, is 
extremely well calculated for the promotion of 
health, and muſt be advantageous to the conſtitu- 
tion; but the public are indebted to the ingenious 
Dr. Capocan, for this improvement in the caſf 
dreſſing of children: it is however not Mr. Wel. 
ley's method to acknowledge from whence he bor- 
rows his information, or whoſe words he makes uſe 
of. Whether juſtice be any part of his theological 
ſyſtem or not, he has long been eminent for paying 
no attention to literary juſtice. | 


*Tis beſt to wean a child when ſeven months old. 

It certainly would not be beſt. It would be much 
better to let the child have the breaſt two or three 
months longer; as no food can be ſubſtituted at that 
age ſo proper or ſo nouriſhing. The coagulable 
matter does not then abound too much, nor has the 
milk any pernicious properties, as I am convinced 
from experiment. | 


Let them go bare-footed and bare-headed, till they are 
three or four years old at leaſt. 

In many caſes the going bare-headed at fo early an 
age would be very improper, as there are not a few 
children who have not a ſufficient quantity of oſ- 
ſeous matter to prevent external injuries. 


No child ſhould touch any ſpirituous or fermented li- 
quer, nor animal food, before two years old. Their 
drink ſhould be water ; tea they ſhould never taſte 
till ten or twelve years old ; milk, milk-porridge and 
water-gruel are the proper breakfaſt for children. 

Theſe directions are undoubtedly very. proper, 
and it would have been well if all Mr. Weſley's pre- 


{criptions 
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ſcriptions had been equally innocent and unt xcepti- 
onable. 
Mr. W. has given ſundry directions reſpecting 
oung children and their diſcaſes; but I mult do 
him the 4uſtice to obſerve, that he has never once re- 
commended Godfrey's cordial. And, indeed, this is 
a very pernicious opiate, however frequently it may 
be adminiſtered by ignorant nurſes. They give it to 


children for their own eaſe, without conſidering or 


underſtanding its tendency. It has unqueſtionably 
been productive of much miſchicf ; it tends to ruin 
the conſtitutions of children, and the conſequences 
of taking it have been much more frequently fatal 
than is generally apprehended. It is the carneſt wiſh 
of the writer, that this hint may be duly attended to 
by parents and thoſe who have the care of young 
children, The ſtate of our national population is at 
too low an ebb, for tiie lives of children to be ſacri- 
ficed to the ignorance of old women, or to the in- 
dolence of nurſes. 


Chin Cough, or Hooping Cough. 


No. 158. Uſe the cold bath daily. 


I do not know upon what principle the cold bath 
can be adviſed in this complaint. From the violent 


and long fits of coughing there is often much danger 


of ſuffocation, and ſometimes the agitation during 
the fits is ſo violent as to rupture one or more of 
the blood · veſſels of the lungs ; ſo that in every point 
of view this remedy, by loading the internal veſſels 
more with blood, is likely to be highly injurious. 


In deſperate caſes change of air alone has cured. 

Mr. W. after preſcribing ſeveral inſiguiſicant re- 
medies, ſays, © change of air alone las cured.“ In 
this direction he is perfectly right, but I would im- 
prove upon his advice, and earzefly recommend the 
| change 
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change of air at the very beginning of this very trou- 
bleſome diſeaſe, as experience has convinced me that 
more real good may be done by this than by any 
other means. 
I will here take the opportunity of making a few 


obſervations on the hooping cough, which may, per- 
haps, be not unworthy of attention. 


1ſt. Tam clearly convinced, that this diſorder ariſes 
from infeQtious matter, and, like other diſcaſcs, pro- 
duced from a ſimilar cauſe, it has its beginning, pro- 
greſs, and decline ; ſo that when it is paſt its acme, if 
an old woman happens to come in at the declenſion 
of this complaint, and adviſes any thing ever ſo ab- 
ſurd, the cure is attributed to that; and indeed the 
ſame reaſoning holds good with regard to many of 
Mr. W. 's infallibles or tried remedies. 


2dly. Medicine can do very little with regard to 
this diſeaſe, and yet it requires the attention of a 
good practitioner; for, if the violence of the cough 
produces any inflammation of the breaſt, an occaſional 
or even repeated bleeding will be undoubtcdly pro- 
per; or if coſtive, gentle laxatives will be highly ne- 


ceſſary; or, if the phlegm ſhould become too viſcid, 
and thrown up with difficulty, expectorating medicines 


ſhould be-adminiſtered. 


3dly. Ages Milk, perſevered in for fix or eight 
weeks, has done eſſential ſervice in this diſeaſe, as b 
its balſamic qualities, and the light nouriſhment it at- 
fords, the juices are rendered mild and bland, which 
may often prevent the inflammatory ſtate of the dif. 
eaſe, or if it has come on, prevent its ariſing to any 
conſiderable degree ; and thus exulceration of the 
lungs, or hectic fever, be kept off; ſo that the pa- 
tient may get through this troubleſome and tedious 
complaint without the danger commonly attending it. 


Cholera 


EO 


Cholera Morbus. 


No. 166. Drink two or three quarts of cold water, 
if ftrong ; of warm water, if weak. 

No. 167. Drink a draught of vinegar and water. 

No. 168. Boil a chicken an hour in two gallons of 
water, and drink of this till the vomiting ons 

Theſe are inſignificant remedies, preſcribed by Mr. 
W. in a very ſerious diſeaſe ; but it may be pre- 
ſumed that the pain, uncaſineſs, &c. will generally 
oblige thoſe who are attacked with this complaint, to 
have recourſe to proper advice ; which, indeed, 1s 
_ abſolutely neceſlary ; - if this violent affection of 
the ſtomach and bowels is not removed within forty- 
cight hours, it brings on ſuch a univerſal debility of 
the whole ſyſtem, as generally proves fatal. 


No. 169. Take fix grains of laudanum. 


As Mr. W. uſes the word grains, he muſt un- 
doubtedly mean ſolid opium. Now, opium is one of 
thoſe Herculcan medicines, which he fo pathetically dif- 
ſuades his readers from the uſe of, in his z 
and yet he here preſcribes a doſe of this powerful 
narcotic, which would, in all probability, cauſe nine- 
ty-nine perſons out of a hundred to 215 for ever. 
In diforders in common, the Faculty ſeldom admiſter 
above one grain, and ſcarcely ever exceed two grains. 
It is true, that Mr. BRourizro and Mr. Porr 
have lately given this drug in larger doſes, in ex- 
traordinary chirurgical caſes with great ſucceſs; but 
believe theſe gentlemen have never yet ventured to 
direct, at the firſt or ſecond exhibition of this medi- 
cine, ſix grains for a doſe ; but a remedy that would 
be ſafe and uſeful in the hands of theſe ſkilful and 
eminent practitioners, becomes a dangerous weapon 


in the hands of the ignorant and unſkilful. 
Tre 


; he Sl 
: The Colic, (in the Fit.) 
| No. 180. Drink a pint of cold water.—Tried. 


No. 181. A quart of warm water.—Tried. 
No. 182. As largely as poſſible of warm tar-water. 


No. 183. Or a pint of water in which a red hot : 
flint is quenched. | | 
I his inimitable profeſſor of phyſic, preſcribes hot ' 
and cold remedies in the ſame breath. A pint of cold a 
water, he ſays, is a tried remedy for · the colic ; but { 


if you are not fatisfied with that, a quart of warm 0 
water is another tried remedy for the ſame dif- 
order, and will do full as well. And if you ſhould 
not reliſh either of theſe curious preſcriptions, he 
adviſes you to drink as largely as poſſible of warm 
tar water ; or that you may Live another choice, 7 
a pint of water in which a red hot flint is quenched. 
Two of theſe watery remedies are tried, and two, it 
1 ſeems, are untried; but I am of opinion they are 
. equally infallible ; though if any one deſerves the 
UW preference, it is the tar water. 
No. 186. Take thirty drops of ſpirits of turpentine 
in a glaſs of water, 
If the perſon affected with the colic, is of a ſtrong, 


lll or an inflammatory habit; or if there be any ob- ut 
* ſtruction in the bowels, this remedy muſt prove ex- hy 
I ccedingly injurious. | 
y No. 187. Or from two ſcruples to half a dram of 

ll. yellow yeel of orange, powdered, in a glaſs of water. 

. As half a dram is 30 grains, and two ſcruples ab 
40 grains, would it not have been a little more ere 
methodical, to have ordered the doſe of orange pecl = 

to be taken, from half a dram to two ſcruples ! pl 
ey 


No. 188, fs 


181 


No. 188. Beat together into a cake, one part of 
floned raifins of the fun, and three parts of juniper 
berries ; eat more or leſs, according to the pain. 


Is the patient to cat an ounce, or a pound? 

No. 189. Take from 30 to bo drops of oil of ani- 
ſeed, on a lump of fugar. 

As this eſſential oil, like all others, poſſeſſes a conſi- 
derable degree of ſtimulus, it ou ſe to be taken. 
with much caution, of which Mr. W. appears to have 
no conception; but with a want of preciſion which 
ſcems natural to him, he adviſes 30 or 60 drops of 
oil of aniſeed indiſeriminately. | 


Bilious Colic. 


No. 194. Give a ſpoonſul of ſweet oil every hour, 
This has cured one judged at . of death. 


If the experiment has been made only upon 
one perſon © at the point of death,“ I hope, in ſo 
violent a diſeaſe, that other aids will be called in to 
prevent the patient being brought into ſo much dan- 
ger. In general, a good practitioner finds this diſ- 
eaſe yields very readily ; fo that ſuch imminent dan- 
ger may be eaſily avoided. 


No. 197. Mrs. Watts, by ufing the cold bath two- 
—end-twenty = in a month, was entirely cured of an 
hyfteric colic fits, and convulſive motions, continual 
weatings and vomiting, wandering pains in her limbs 
and bead, with total loſs of appetite. 


This recovery of Mrs. Watts is, unqueſtion- 
ably, a very T- one, and would deſerve little 
credit, were it not for the very ſatisfactory manner 
in which it is authenticated. Mrs. Watts, by the 
uſe of the cold bath, was entirely cured, Mr. Weſ⸗ 
ley informs us, not only of an hyſteric colic, continual 
ſwealings and vomiring, — pains in her limbs 


and 
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and head, and alſo of a total loſs of appetite into the 
bargain. All this is ſufficiently marvellous ; but per- 
haps an inquiſitive reader might be tempted to en- 
quire who Mrs. Watts is, and where the dwells, 
whether in England, Scotland, Ireland, or America; 
but theſe trifling circumſtances, the ſagacious Mr. W. 
chuſes to bury in profound ſilence. 


No. 198, In the fit, drink half a pint of water, 
with a little wheat flour. 
No. 199. Warm lemonade. 
No. 200. A glaſs full of vinegar. 
An hyſteric colic is the general conſequence of a 
| weak ſtate of the ſtomach and bowels, in which aci- 
dity is moſtly predominant ; and therefore the glaſs of 
vinegar or lemonade muſt, in every point of view, 


be highly injurious, 
A Nervous Colic. 


No. 204. Uſe the cold bath daily, for a month: 


In this diſeaſe, Mr. W. adviſes the cold bath indiſ- 
criminately to be uſed for a month ; but there are ma- 
ny circumſtances, with regard to the nervous colic, 
which may render this remedy extremely improper ; 
not to mention the length of time during which it 
would be neceſſary to perſevere in the uſe of it. 


No. 205. Take quickſulver and aqua fWphurata dai- 
ly, for a month, ; 


Upon what principle quickſilver and aqua ſulphu- 
rata (which is a diluted vitriolic acid) is to cure the 
nervous colic, is very difficult to aſcertain; to me, 
theſe remedies do not ſeem to promiſe any good ef- 
fects; but, on the contrary, in a weak ſtate of the 
bowels, would rather exaſperate the diſeaſe. _ 
In a note, Mr. W. ſays this colic is 8 
* termed the dry belly- ach.“ I believe theſe war . 
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orders of the bowels, can only be called the ſame 
diſeaſes, by thoſe perſons, who, like Mr, W. are ig- 
norant of the nature of the ſymptoms which conſt. 
tute the two complaints; as it is generally underſtood 
by good practitioners, that the hyſteric and nervous 
colic are one and the ſame diſeaſe ; and not to be 
confounded with the colica pictonum, or dry bdly- 


Colic from the Fumes of Lead, White Lead, 
Verdigris, &c. 


No. 206. In the fit, drink freſh melted butter, and 


then vomit with warm water. 


No. 208. To prevent or cure; breakfa/t daily on fat 


broth, and uſe oil of ſweet almonds frequently and 


This is the diſorder that is generally termed the dry 
belly-ach, and very properly fo ; but it is hardly ne- 
to make any remarks on this colic, as the 
exceſſive pain, and other ſymptoms attendin 
generally oblige the afflicted to apply tor a 
which will be acting with much more prudence, than 
placing any dependance on Mr. W.'s very futile pre- 
ſcriptions. 

In all the various colics, Mr. W. has not adviſed 
one purging or laxative remedy; (indeed, in the bi- 
lious colic, he has preſcribed a ſpoonful of oil) but 
happily, people in general, in theſe diſorders of the 
ſtomach and bowels, take of themſelves, or arc adviſed 
to take, tincture of rhubarb, Naffey's clixir, or ſome 
other remedy of a ſimilar kind; which, by unloading 
the firſt paſſages of indigeſtible and other offendin 
ſubſtances, will often, ina very ſhort time, remove ſuc 
colic complaints; but when the bowels have been 
cinptied, and the pain or other ſymptoms continue, 
or ſhould return, then the warm and ſtomachic me- 
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dicines may generally be adminiſtered with ſafety, 
and will moſtly carry off the complaint. 

It may alſo be obſerved that colics attack the 
ſtrong as well as the weak; and in thoſe caſes 
where there is a fixed pain in one part of the belly, 
the pulſe hard and frequent, with other inflamma- 
tory ſymptoms, it will be highly neceſſary to uſe the 
lancet as ſoon as poſſible; becauſe an inflammation 
is then forming in a ſinall part of the þowels, which, 
if not timely removed, may in twenty-four or forty- 
eight hours, terminate in a mortification of the 
part affected; and if ſpirituous remedies ſhould be 
imprudently uſed to remove this pain, having a natu- 
ral tendency to increaſe the ſymptoms of the diſ- 
eaſe, they may ſometimes kill in a very few hours. 
Many lives have becn undoubtedly loſt in this man- 
ner, and therefore it may often be highly dangerous 
for perſons in colic diſorders to have recourle to 
Mr. W's remedies of ſpirits of turpentine, oil of 
aniſced ; or to double diſtilled waters, peppermint, or 
any other kind of ſpirituous cordial, which many 
good women in the country, whoſe medical ſkill may 
be ſuppoſed equal to that of Mr. Weſley, are too apt 
to recommend in ſuch caſes. 


A Conſumption. 


No. 211. A beginning conſumption was cured by 


drinking decoction of guiacum, morning and evening, 
for fifteen days, (without ſweating ) with a light diet. 


In every view in which this medicine can be con- 
ſidered, it appears abſolutely improper, as the guia- 
cum owes its medical virtues to a ſtimulating eſſential 
oil, which would moſt probably heat the Alben, and 
thus the remedy preſcribed might convert a beginning 


conſumption into a confirmed hectic. Mr. W. alto, with 
his uſual ſinaccuracy, only adviſes a decoction of the 
guiacum wood, but he does not give his readers any 


infor- 
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information reſpecting the quantity of guiacum to be 
uſed, or what the proportion ſhould be between that 


and the watcry fluid, nor whether the conſumptive 
patient is to * it in half pints or in gallons. 


No. 212. Cold bathing has cured many deep con- 


ſumptions. Tried. 


Cold bathing, Mr. W. informs us, is a tried re- 
medy for conſumptions, and “ has cured many 
conſumptions.” As, according to him, this is alino 
a ſpecific in this diſcaſe which is ſo peculiar to this 
country, and which phyſicians generally find fo 
extremely difficult of cure; it would have been well 
if Mr. W. had been a little more particular on this 
head, and informed his readers whether the cold bath 
cured incipient conſumptions only, or in what (tage 
of the diſcaſe, it effected the extraordinary recovery 
he ſpeaks of. In fo fatal a diſcaſe it certainly would 
have been worth while, it he really had poſſeſſed that 
regard for the lives of his fellow creatures which he 
affedds, to have informed us what thoſe kinds of con- 
ſumptions were, in which the cold bath proved fo ſur- 
priſing a ſpecific. 

Cold bathing is certainly a very eaſy remedy for 
the cure of a conſumption ; but Mr. W. who deals 
much in wondertul recoveries, has another remedy 
for this dangerous diſcaſe {till more eaſy than the 
former. He acquaints us (at No. 213) that in three 
months time, a perſon in a deep conſumption was per- 
fectly reſtored by drinking nothing but water, and 
eating nollung but water-gruel, without ſalt or ſugar ! 


This was truly marvellous, and we ſhould have beer 


glad to have been inforined where the man lives, 
what his name is, or to have had the {tory in ome 
degree authenticated. But perhaps Mr. W's aſſer- 
tion is ſufficient, it may be {o in the neighbourkood 
of Moorſicids; but we believe his veractty is not ſuf- 
ficientiy eſtabliſhed at Brijiol tor his ipfe dixit to paſs 
there for unqueſtionable truth. 


No. 
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No. 221. Every morning cut up a little turf of freſh 
earth ; and lying down, breath into the hole for à quar- 
ter of an four. ] have known a deep conſumption 


cured thus. 
Here is another of Mr. W.'s remedies for à con- 


ſumption, which needs only be mentioned to excite | 


the readers riſibility. It is a recipe indeed truly 
worthy the acute genius of the author of Primitive 
Phyſic. 


No. 227. Take in for a quarter of an hour, morn- 
ing and evening, the ſteam of white roſin and bees wax, 
bouling on a hot fire-ſhovel. —This has cured one who 
was in the third ſtage of a conſumplion. 


There is no end to the diſcoveries of Mr. W. in 
the cure of conſumptions : the above is as extraordi- 
nary a. remedy as the recovery is aſtoniſhing ; for 
when a perſon is unhappily arrived at the th'r ſtage 
of a conſumption, the lungs are generally fo deeply 
ulcerated, that the moſt able practitioners ceaſe to 
have any hopes, for the diſeaſe is ſo far advanced as 
to be paſt the power of medicine. But Mr. W. 
can even perform cures then, and that by rofin and 
bees-wax boiling on a hot fire-ſhovel. It is however'to 
be regretted, that we are not informed of the name 
of the perſon thus ſurpriſingly cured, and of the 
place of his abode. But Mr. W. 's prudence, or art, 
or effrontery, is ſuperior to that of common quacks. 
They generally pretend at leaſt to give ſome informa- 
tion where the perſons they have recovered are to be 
found; but Mr. W. is above every thing of this 
kind. He fays, that by his recipes great cures have 
been performed; and to enquire of whom, and how 
the facts are aſcertained, is an impertinence. But 
he ſhould remember, that all the people of England 
are not votaries to implicit faith, however ſtrongly 
it may actuate the patient hearers at the Foundery. 


To 
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To firengthen the bedy, take ſalt-petre half a drackm, 
ſalt of ſteel fifteen grains, in a quarter of a pint of wa- 
ter. Add two ounces of the beft brandy, and fweeten it 
with loaf ſugar ; drink two ſpoonſuls of this about eleven 
in the, morning, and at five in the en waſhing it 
down with a diſh of ſage tea. This mixture may be 
repealed twice or thrice. 


This ſtrengthening preſcription is an unqueſtion- 
able proof that Mr, W. is totally ignorant of double 
eleflive attractions, in other words, that by diſſolving 
a neutral and metalline falt in water, two new,com- 

unds are formed ; ſo that the weak patient preſ- 
cribed for, is neither taking ſalt-· petre nor ſalt of ſteel, 
as a ſtrengthening remedy ; but new combinations 
are produced by the ſolution, which are totally dit- 
ferent in their medical effects on the human body, as 
well as in their chemical properties. 

This inſtance, among many others, may ſerve to 
ſhew how unſafe it is for mankind to follow impli- 
citly the preſcriptions of ignorant pretenders, and 
thoſe who, like Mr. W. are deſtitute of chemical or 
medical knowledge. 

In the 1oth page of his preface, he complains 
heavily of the 3 for introducing “ into 
“s practice abundance of compound medicines, con- 
% fiſting of ſo many ingredients, that it was ſcarce 
„ poſlible for common pcople to know which it was 
that performed the cure ;” and alſo “ chymicals, 
«* ſuch as they neither had kill, nor fortune, nor 
time to e Vea, and dangerous oncs, ſuch 
nas they could not uſc, without hazarding life, but 
dy the advice of a phyſician.” And here this 
very ſcrupulous and affectedly cautious gentleman 
recommends a neutral falt, the clements of which 
are fixed vegetable alkali, and the nitrous acid, and 
alſo a metalline combination, whoſe clements are iron 
and the vitriolic acid: two chemical compound mc- 
dicines, the nature and eſſects of which it is — 

c 
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he is totally 2 of. The writer thinks he 
may with the ſtricteſt juſtice apply Mr. W.'s own 
words to himſelf “, with a ſmall variation; “ How 
& many inconveniencies'”” may have been occaſioned 
by ſuch ignorant preſcribers! How many conſtitu- 
4 tions“ may have been ruined ! “ How many va- 
c juable lives loſt.” | 

I ſhall conclude the whole of what has been faid 
relative to conſumptions, with adviſing thoſe who 
have an obſtinate cough, which occaſions a great deal 
of viſcid phlegm to be thrown up, and is attended with 
a fudden cmaciation, and other incipient ſymptoms 
of a hectic ; to apply immediately 2 proper aſſiſt- 
ance. Perſons in this ſtate are generally able to 


walk about, ſo that they do not conſider the dan- 


ger of their preſent ſituation; but the wri- 
ter aſſures them theſe are the marks of a beginn- 
ing conſumption, therefore immediate recourſe 
ſhould be had to thoſe of ſkill in the profeſſion. 
And this is attainable even by the poor, as phyſicians 


are always ready to do cyery. office to the in- 
digent; and in the metropolis particularly, which is 


ſo honourably diſtinguiſhed by the number of its 
charitable inſtitutions, the pooreſt perſon nced not be 
at a loſs to procure proper advice. By attending 
to the diſcaſe at firſt, hundreds might every year be 
reſtored to health, who, if the diſorder be once 
fixed, would be carried off by conſumptions. I 
do moſt earneſtly intreat perſons of all ranks to 


bave carly advice in ſuch affeQtions of the breaſt, 


and by no means to negle& the cough, &c. which 
may be readily cured at firſt ; but when continued 


ſome time, may become an incurable diſcaſe. The au- 


thor is thoroughly convinced, from experience, that 
if proper precautions were uſed at the beginning of 
conſumptions, not one in a hundred would die of a 


See Preface, page xxvii. 
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diſeaſe, which, through neglect and inattention, car - 
ries off vaſt numbers cvery ycar. 


Convulſions. 


No. 232. Uſe the cold bath. 


No. 233. Take a tea-ſpoonful of valerian root every 
evening. 


No. 234. Half a drachm of aids, condos; every 
hours. 
Convulſions in Children. 


No. 235. Scrape piony roots freſh digged ; appl: 
what — T — 2g to the ſoles 7 the a 4 27 
ately. 


Convulfions in the Bowels of Children. 


No. 236. Give a child @ quarter old, a ſpoonful of 
the _ of pellitory of the wall, tun or three times a 
day. It goes — at once, but purges no more. 

As convulſions are not a diſeaſe, but generally the 
conſequences of other diſorders ; as they ariſe in all 
habits of body, the weak, the ſtrong, and the ple- 
thoric, being ſubject to them ; it was neceſſary that 
Mr. W. ſhould have attended a little to theſe circum- 
ſtances : but as convulſions are a very frightful and 
alarming appearance, there are very few who will 
attend to his preſcriptions, at leaſt they will not, if 
they are under the influence of prudence. 


A Cough. 
No. 350. Every cough is a dry cough at firſt. As 


long as it continues ſo, it may be cured by chewing imme- 
diately after you cough, - quantity of a pepper corn of 


Peruvian 
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Peruvian bark. $wellaw your ſpits 85 long as it is bit. 
ter, and then ſpit out the wogd : if an caug h again, da 
this again. It very ſeldom fails to cure any dry cough. 
I earne/tly defire every one wha hay any regard for bis 
health to try this within 24 hours, after he firſt perceives 


a cough. 


I The bark is ane oſ thaſe Herculcan remedics, againſt 
the uſe of which Mr. W. diſſuades his readers, and 
which he 8 are too ſtrong for common men to grapple 

11. He fays alfo, that they are edged tool; ; but 
that the phyſicians have not yet taught them to wound a1 
@ diſtance : and he adds, that honeft men are under no 
neceſſity of touching them, or coming within their 


reach. And yet he recommends this formidable re- 


medy to every perſon affected with a cough. Is there 
any conſiſtency in this ? But he has long been diſtin- 
gener for his variableneſs and inconſiſtency. But 
owever contradictory and abſurd. hig recipes are, it 
is one conſolation, that like the four Herculean me- 
ices, hone} men are under na neceſſity. of touching 
em, or coming within their reach. * 1 
From 251 to 272, Mr. Wellcy preſcribes many 
remedies for coughs, but they are unvorthy of at- 
tention; bowever, I ſhall here take the liberty to ob- 
ſerve, that a cough is only the ſymptom of an aſthma, 
catarrh, 8 plcuriſies, &c. and a good 
practitioner will conſider what the diſeaſes are, which 
occaſion the cough, and will preſcribe accordingly. 


To cauſe an caſy Delivery, 


No. 296. Peel, ſlice, and fry a large white onion, 
in two or three ſpoonfuls of the be/t oil, till it is tender, 
boil this with half a glaſs of water ; train it, and drink 
i in the mornin 705 ar two or three weeks before 
the time of chil irth, | 


* Weſley's Preface, p. 24. 
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Our ſagacious author here preſcribes a /liced onion, 
firſt fried, and afterwards beiled, to cauſe an caſy de- 
livery. It may be hoped that all the practitioners in 
midwifery, male and female, in this kingdom, will 
pay due regard to this ingenious prelcription. 


A Diabetes. 


No. 297. Drink wine boiled with ginger, as much 
ant as often as your ſtrength will bear. 


Here is a very ſtrange remedy preſcribed for the 
diabetes, and no regard whatever paid to the quan- 
tity of wine to be uſed, or the doſes of ginger to be 
taken ; ſurely, in preſcribing wihe and ginger as a 
medicine, the doſe, and times of exhibition, were 
circumſtances worthy of ſome httle attention. 


No. 299. 5. half an ounce of cantharides in s 
pound of elixir of witricl. Cive from 15 to 30 drops, 
or even 40 drops, in Briſlal water, Roice or thrice 2 . 

As in this diſeaſe, the nutritious and balfamic parts 
of the blood are carried of by the kidneys, ſo that 
great weakneſs, emaciation, and hectic fever will 
come on, it the diforder is not very ſoon removed; 
it is to be hoped that every perſon attected with the 
diabetes, will have — to proper advice, on itt 
firſt approaches. | 

Mr. W.'s preſcription of cantharides in this diſcaſe, 
is equally abſurd and dangerous; and the writer 
hopes no perſon will be fo credulous or incautious as 
to make uſe of it. 


The Dropfy. 


No. zoo to 323. Mr, Welley gives 23 preſcrip- 
tions for the cure of dropſies, and fays ſuch extraor- 
dinary thmgz. of ſome ot them, that it were to be 
withed the facts had been better authenticated. 

F 2 | The 
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The Rev. Mr. GRAN GER, in his ingenious biogra- 
cal work, ſays of the Primitive Phyjic, that © this 
book, by the help of the title, hath had a good run 
among the Methodiſts, whoſe faith, co-operating 
with nature, frequently made them whole, when Mr, 
W. had the credit of the cure.“ 


Drowned. 


Mr. Weſley recommends, from Dr. Tiſſot, that 
the trunk of the body of a drowned perſon, ſhould 
be rubbed all over with ſalt. It is not neceſſary to 
make any remarks on this ; but I ſhall here take the 
liberty to obſerve, that as the ſociety lately eſtabliſh- 
ed in London, for the recovery of perſons apparent- 
ly drowned, &c. (an inſtitution which my 1 
ingenious friend, Dr. Cos Ax, and myſelf, ed 
by many reſpectable gentlemen, have been happily 


inſtrumental in introducing into this kingdom) have 


given their methods of treatment to the public, and 
which, in the ſpace of eighteen months, have been the 
happy means of RESTORING FORTY-ONE PERSONS 
TO LIFE ; it may reaſonably be hoped, that theſe 
methods, the efficacy of which has been demon- 


ſtrated by unqueſtionable facts, will be duly at- 


in all caſes of this nature. Thoſe who wiſh for 
further information on this ſubje&, may meet with 
it in the PLAN and RErokrs of the Society, 
printed 1n the preſent year. | 


On Fevers. 


It is with regret that the writer treſpaſſes on the 
patience of his readers, by troubling them with Mr. 
W's abſurd diviſion of fevers, and his very incon- 
ſiſtent remedies for a diſeaſe that carries off three 
parts of the human ſpecies ; but it is neceſſary, in or- 
der to give them the more thorough conviction, that 

the 
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the Primitive Phyſic is a publication calculated to lead 
thoſe who rely upon it, to tnfle with their lives, in 
the moſt dangerous and alarming diſeaſes. 

No. 402. Toaſted bread and water can do no hurt 
in a fever; and it may, therefore, very fatcly be 
given, cither in a dry heat, or a moiſt heat, to adopt 
. curious language of our profound practitioner. 

It is not eaſy to meet with any quack, even the 
moſt aſſuming, who profeſſes to cure diſeaſcs with 
more facility than Mr. W. If his directions are fol- 
lowed, diſorders, of the moſt dangerous kind, diſ- 
appear, as at the touch of the magician's wand. He 
cures a burning fever in an hour. What were Hip- 
pocrates or Galen, compared to John Weſley! Stamp 
(ſays he, 408) a 7 of leaves of woodbine ; put 
air water into it, and uſe it cold, as a clyſter. It 
COMMONLY cures in an hour. A more expeditious 
remedy need ſcarcely be wiſhed for ; much is it to be 
regretted, that its eſſicacy is not ſomewhat better au- 
thenticated ! But it is to be feared, that Mr. W's 


faith in this remedy is only founded, as implicit faith 


enerally is, upon ignorance. He ſeems to have no 
idea, that the burning heat in a fever, will frequently 
abate on a ſudden, and go off in an hour, and yet re- 


turn _ in a few hours, with equal violence; and 
e 


what ſuppoſes to have been a cure, could be 
only a temporary abatement; and even this is 
very unlikely to be procured in a burning fever, by 
a cold clyſter, 

Mr. W. may perhaps imagine, that when what he 
recommends as remedics arc not manifeſtly perni- 
cious, if he does no good, at leaſt he does no harm. 
But this in many caſes will be a moſt egregious mi/taks, 
and of this the preſent preſcription is an inſtance. He 
recommends (No. 412) thin water-gruel, or boiled milk 
and water, in a heftic fever. As ſimple drinks, theſe 
can do no harm: but thoſe who are led by their con- 
fidence in Mr, W's opinion, to rely upon theſe as 
probable 
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probable temedies for the cure of a hectic fever, may 
fuſtain an irreparable injury. By expecting relief 
from thoſe things which cannot cure them, they are 


prevented from having recourſe to thoſe remedies 


which, if they had been taken in time, would have 
been efficacious. An hectic fever is a diſeaſe that re- 
quires judicious and attentive practice, and which 
feldom has a fatal tendency, if the fick perſon is not 
led by ſuch dablers in phyſic as Mr. W. to trifle too 
long with a diforder which, after a certain length of 
time, becomes incurable. | 

Of all the diſeaſes to which human beings are ſub- 
ject, there is none which carries off ſo many as fe- 
vers. But Mr. W. is poſſeſſed of a remedy for them 
all, which is equally caſy and infallible. Plunging in 
cold water, he ſays, (No. 413) is a ſofe and a fure re- 
ny in any fever: and he even recommends this in a 
high fever, attended with a delirium and a vigilia, 
which are the moſt dangerous ſymptoms with which 
a fever can poſſibly be attended. It would he a happy 
eireumſtance if this remedy were as certain and as 
fafe as Mr. W. repreſents it; but in this caſe his 
mere aſſertion is ſurely not ſufficient, unleſs among 
the moſt credulous of his followers ; and, unfortu- 
nately, he has not ſupported what he has advanced 
by any facts, or by any kind of evidence. 

The. next diſeaf, 
attempts to preſcribe, is an agze, which he calls an 
mtermitting fever, each fit of which is preceded by 
a cold ſbiuering, and goes off in d ſwcat: for this he 
preſcribes FORTY REMEDIES. It might have been 
preſumed that theſe would have been ſufficient ; at 
teaſt by a man who has ſaid, © Experience ſhews 
« that one thing will cure moſt diforders, at lealt as 
well as twenty put together. Then why do you 
« add the other nineteen.” But though Mr. W. 
is offended that many remedies ſhould be preſcribed 
by other people, he himſelf docs not think forty ſut- 


ficient. 


e for the cure of which Mr. W. 
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gelent. And therefore in the goth page of his book 
he gives five more remedies for an intermitting fever, 
which are fo different from thoſe he preſcribed for an 
ague, that he ſeems not to have known that they 
were the ſame diſeaſe, though he had ſaid they were 
in the firſt page III But Mr. W. is 
too ſtrongly c eriſed by inconſiſtency, for any 


| thing of kind to excite our aſtoniſhment. 


A Nervous Fever. 


No. 423- Drink every night a tea-ſpo of cream 
of tartar, boiled in half a pint of . / 

This preſcription is nothing more than whey, and 
is the only one ſet down for the cure of this fever ; 
and it is mere trifling with the patient in a diſeaſc 
which is occaſioned by a great debility of the vital 

wers; ſo that a crem of tartar drink cannot poſſibly 

of the lcaſt ſervice, but will generally be highly 


injurious, 
2 A Raſh Fever. 


No, 424. Drink hour a ſpo of juice 0 
ground-ivy. It 23 L Uſe 1 
when you have not the juice. 

In a raſh fever, as it is termed by Mr. W. and 
other ignorant people, he recommends that the pa- 
tient ſhould drink graund-ivy juice. or decoction. 
This preſcription is equally bold and unſupported ; 
it is entirely inapplicable to the diſcaſe, and none 
but the weak and credulous will expeQ any relief 


from it. 
| A flow Fever. 
Mg 425. Uſe the cold bath for twa or three weeks, 
1 


A nervous and flow fever, is generally allowed b 
practitioners to be one and the — 22 but — 


mult not expect the author of the Primitive Phyſic to 
| | entertain 


© 


entertain the ſame ideas as the gentlemen of the Fa- 
culty ; for, in the nervous fever, his remedy is cream 
of tartar and milk: in the flow fever, no internal re- 
medy whatever 1s adviſed, but he recommends, dai- 
ly, the uſe cf the cold bath, for two or three weeks. 
It is too true, that the nervous, or ſlow fever, is apt 
to continue ſeveral weeks, and the ſymptoms often 
become ſo irregular, that it requires the utmoſt at- 
tention to preſcribe ſo as to give the remedies their 
greateſt efficacy; but Mr. W. with his uſual indif- 
terence, indiſcriminately orders cream of tartar and 
the cold bath, without paying the leaſt regard to 
the different circumſtances of this diſorder, of which 


| there are hardly two caſes alike. 
ö As the author did not fit down, merely with a 
view to expoſe the errors and abſurdities of Mr. W.'s 


performance, but alſo with a deſign to offer his read- 

ers ſuch obſervations as ſhould occur to him, which 

1 might be of a beneficial tendency, he will here take 

4 the liberty of making a few general remarks, rela- 

| tive to Mr. W. 's method of clafling fevers, and the 

mode of treatment recommended by him, in ſo vio- 
lent and dangerous a diſeaſe. 

Mr. Weſley claſſes fevers under the following 
heads: 4 fever, a burning fever, an acute fever, a 
continual fever, 4 heflic fever, an intermitting fever, 

à fever with pains in the limbs, a nervous fever, a raſh 
fever, and laſtly, a ſlow fever. 

Upon which it may be obſerved, that Mr. W. has 
read or underſtood little of this ſubje&, to conſider 
a burning fever, an acute fever, a continual fever, 

C and a fever with pains in the limbs, as different kinds 
E of fevers, My experience and obſervation have con- 
* vinced me, that what are here ſuppoſed to be four 
different kinds of fevers, are one and the ſame diſ- 
eaſe. As for inſtance, with reſpect to what is called 
2 burning fever ; is there not more or leſs heat, in 


general, in fevers? And is it not abſurd, that, be- 
caule 
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cauſe the fever ſhould be high at one time, and the 
heat then increaſed, that therefore it ſhould be ſpo- 
ken of as a peculiar diſcaſe ? 

2dly, As to what is called an acute fever ; as all 
fevers are univerſally allowed to be acute diſeaſes, 
there can be no uſe or meaning in this diſcriminating 
term. 

zdly, As to the phraſe continual! fever ; are not all 
fevers continual, except intermittents? And what 
then is the meaning of this diſtinction? | 

Athly, As to what is termed a fever with pains in 
the limbs; in the very ſame fever, are not the differ- 
ent parts of the body, variouſly affected with the diſ- 
caſc ; ſometimes pain in the head, ſometimes pain in 
the limbs? If, then, we muſt have a new name for 
every accidental ſymptom that ariſes, we might have 
as many claſſes of fevers, as there are days in the 
year. 

As to the raſh fever, Mr. W. does not inform us 
whether he mcans a miliary, a ſpotted, or a petechi- 
al fever, but adviſcs the patient to drink the juices of 

round-ivy, a medicine of no real virtue; ſo that it is 
directing the fick to trifle in a diſeaſe of a very dan- 
gerous nature, and which requires the ſkill of a ſaga- 
cious practitioner. 

It ould alſo be obſerved, that Mr. W. has not, 
in the variety of fevers he has enumerated, given the 
ſymptoms of any one of them; ſo that the ſick, or 
their friends. are left to gueſs at what kind it is, with 
which they are attacked ; and when ſuch a vague 
method ot proceeding is to be adopted, is it not ten 
to one that they miſtake the fever, and thus endanger 
the life of the paticnt ? 

Thoſe who are called to the aſſiſtance of perſons 
afflicted with fevers, ought to attend carefully to the 
ſymptoms and progreſs of the diſcaſc. It is a rule 
with me, in caſes of this nature, to viſit my patients 

G twice 


11 
twice a day; and 1 often find, that within the com- 
paſs of a few hours, there is ſo great a change in the 
diſeaſe, that the plan I had formed in the morning, is 
abſolutely — in the evening. Now, how is it 

poffible, that juſtice can be done to the afflicted, in a 
diſtemper which carries off ſuch great numbers of the 
human ſpecies, without a knowledge of the cauſes, 

rreſs, and termination of diſeaſes. It is this, and 
his only, that can lead to a rational and conſcientious 
mode of treatment; and whoever preſcribes in acute 
diſeaſes, when deſtitute of this knowledge, whether 
Mr. W. or any other 2 will be in great _—_ 
of violating commandment. Tho' the 
moſt judicious itioner cannot always cure fe- 
vers, yet it is a fortunate circumſtance for the patient, 
when he 1s ſo happy as to be attended by a careful 
obſerver of nature, and of the operation of his re- 
medies, 

When perſons are taken ill with fevers, apothe- 
caries are generally ſent for before a phyſician, and 
therefore they ought to be well acquainted with the 
duties of their profeſſion. And when the apothe. 
— ſent ſor in ſuch a caſe, if he be po of 
kill and integrity (as many, it is preſumed are, 
| —— Mr. W's inſinuations) he will not 

only conſider the ſymptons of the diſeaſe, but the 
ſtate of the conſtitution, and thereby be led to a 
oper mode of treatment. | 
Among all Mr. Weſley's remedies for fevers, 
bleeding is never once adviſed to lower the action of 
the velck, which is exceedingly neceflary when the 
pulſe is hard, full, or „and there are other ſymp- 
toms of inflammation in the habit; nor does he once 
adviſe an emitic or a purgative at the beginning of fe- 
vers, altho* there may be ſymptoms Lene ary 


their uſe in the ſtrongeſt manner, and cauſed by ob- 
noxious matters in the firſt paſſages ; the — 
0 
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of which, early in the diſcaſe, will often cauſe the 
fever to terminate in two or three days, when it 
would otherwiſe have run on for as _ weeks. 

It is of great importance that all diſcaſea, and 
thoſe of the acute kind in particular, ſhould be taken 
care of in the beginning. A diſeaſe may be almoſt 
incurable after it has continued for ſome days, which 
might have been eaſily cured at the firſt attack. 
en a fever, or any internal inflammation is ne- 

glected for a day or two, or ſuch 1 and ſutile 
temedies uſed as are adviſed by Mr. W, or ſimilar 
pretenders to phyſic, the former will frequently run 
on for many days, and the latter terminate in ſuppu- 
ration of the part, and probably both in their conſe- 
QUENCES prove | | 

Mr. Weſley, like many others who have not paid 
a due attention to the hiſtory and pr of diſeaſcs, 
often preſcribes only for a us, he has his 
cald bath for delirium and wigilia, his lambs-lungs alſa 
for delirium, hartſhorn drops for a fever with pain in 
the limbs, &'c. And this leads me to remark, that 
I have been thoroughly convinced from ſeven- 
teen years experience, that preſcribing to par- 
ticular ſymptoms, is a moſt dangerous mode of 

ice. There are ſome who will preſcribe for the 
cad-ach, others for pains in the limbs, &c. not re» 
llecting that theſe are only ſymptoms of the diſeaſe 
called a fever; but becauſe they are — which 
ive pain and uneaſinels to the ſick, they are particu- 
ly noticed by them. But it ſhould be remembered, 
that thoſe ſymptoms which give no pain, arc the moſt 
part of the diſcale ; ſuch as the appearance 

of the eye, which ſhews the Rate of the brain; the pay 
which the ſtate of the vaſcular ſyſtem; e 
tongue, and urine which ſhews the ſtate of the blood 
the ſecretions. And when the fever goes off, 
theſe, as a part of the diſeaſe, will naturally go off 
alſo: but remedies which arc preſcribed merely 
for the removal of painful ſymptoms, are by no 
means 
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means the way to effect a radical cure of the diſeaſe 
termed a fever. | T8 


In the 24th page of his preface, Mr. Weſley inti- 
mates, that the art has been diſcovered of preparing 
quickfilver in ſuch a manner, © as to make it the 
« moſt deadly of all poiſons,” and he cautions his 
readers againſt it with great vehemence; but, 
notwithſtanding this, Mr. W. adviſes (No. 426) for 
the cure of a fiſtula, a ſolution of corroſive ſubli- 
mate in ſpring- water; and he fays alſo, under this 
head, that the ſame medicine will, in forty days, cure 
any cancer, or an Er ſore, or king's evil, broken 
or unbroken. His averſion to mercurials has not 
prevented him from here recommending one of the 
moſt active mercurial — arations, and one which 
requires the greateſt ſkill to adminiſter properly in 
difeaſes, and alſo the greateſt care with reſpe& to 
circumſtances.” And indeed no perſon can, with any 
ptudence or ſafety, take this active medicine under 
no better directions than thoſe given by Mr. W. 
1 PFlegm. 

No. 430. To prevent or cure, take a ſpoonful of 
warm water the firſt thing in the morning. 

Fl. EM. I confeſs, that I was for ſome time at a 
loſs to know what the learned author meant by this 
word; which I do not remember ever to have met 
with before, and had ſearched many dictionaries 


uithout finding any ſuch term. Neither did the in- 


genious preſcription to prevent or cure flegm afford 
me any elucidation on this intricate ſubject; for 1 
imagine a ſpoonful of warm water to be as much a 
panacea, or univerſat remedy, as it is a ſpecific in 
any particular diforder. At laſt I conjeQuured phlegm 
might be meant, and that Mr. W. had pillaged ſome 
6l "manuſcript of his grand-mothers'for a recipe to 
On YE „ qo MIO CTY TI's . | Pre- 
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prevent or cure flegm ; and that we might be certain 
of its authenticity, he had faithfully copied the old 


lady's orthography. 


A Flux. 


No. 433. Uſe the cold bath daily, and drink a 


draught of water from the ſpring. 

The cald bath is recommended for the cure of a 
flux, which muſt be exceedingly improper, as by 
ſuddenly contracting the ſuperficies of the body, a 
load of fluids will be determined to the interior parts, 
ſo that the quick and great diſtenſion of the interior 
veſſels will have a tendency rather to increaſethe flux 
than to cure it. Jr 


A Bloody Flux. 


No. 445. Drink cold water as largely as paſſible, 

till the flux flops: | 
Mr. W. adviſes a perſon aſſected with the blood 

flux to“ drink cold water ;” but what is more ex- 
traordinary than the remedy, he recommends that 
nothing elſe ſhould be taken * till the flux ſtops.” 
Here a very ineffectual remedy is preſcribed for a 
very dangerous diſcaſe, and it the patient is to take 
nothing elſe, he is conſigned over to certain death, 
unleſs the flux ſtops ot itſelf; — reaſonable man 
can be of opinion that it will ever be ſtopt merely 
by drinking cold water. | 


No. 447. Take a large apple, and at the t pick 
out all the core, and fill up the place with a piete of ho- 
ney-comb. (the honey beihg trained out); roaſt the ap- 
ple in embers, and eat it, and this will flop the flux 
immediately. | | 

It were to be wiſhed, that there was ſome evidence 
of the efficacy of this extraordinary remedy for the 


bloody flux; for till this is produced, thoſe who 
| expect 
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Mr. W. ſays, that powdered root of gladwin is juſt 
as good as rhubarb in moſt caſes. But the ſuperior 
efficacy of rhubarb has been ſo well aſcertained, that 
this aſſertion would not have been made by any man, 
who was acquainted with the medical principles of 
theſe medicines. . | 


No. 454. A perſon was cured in one feedin 

on rice- mill, hens @ quarter of wht in p 

2 tub, hauing in it warm water three inches 
hp. 

This rice-milk, ſhallow tub, and warm water pre- 
ſcription, is a very important one; but the good 
women who attend on this occaſion muſt take eſpe- 
cial care, that the water is exactly three inches deep, 
and that the tub is as ſhallow as the preſcription, 


To prevent (or ſtop a beginning) Gangrene. 


No. 455. Foment continually with vinegar, in which 
drofs of tron ( either ſparks or clinkers_) has been boiled. 
As a gangrene is an incipient mortification, which 
if it once ſpreads to a vital part, generally deſtroys, 
every honeſt and humane practitioner is always 
alarmed at the ſtate of his patient; and if he be in 
indigent circumſtances adviſes immediate recourſe to 
hoſpital aſſiſtance; if otherwiſe, calls in a good 
ſurgeon and phyſician, to ſtop, if poſſible, a diſeaſe 
fo Treadful in its conſequences, Mr. W. however, 
contents himſelf with ordering an inſignificant ex- 
ternal application. But the writer of this moſt ear- 
neſtly recommends, if there be any ſuſpicion of a 


gangrene attacking any part, that the beſt aſſiſtance 


may be immediately applied for, as the delay of half 
an hour may prove the death of the perſon. 


| Mr. W. 
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Mr. W. preſcribes no internal medicines for the 
removal of ſo ſcrious a diſeaſe as a enc, but in- 
deed we muſt not wonder that he does not order the 
bark, as in his preface, page 24, he ſays that it is 
one of the Herculean remedies, far too frong for 
common men to grapple with. How many fatal effects 
have theſe (he udes, antimony, opium, fleci and 
quickfilver ) produced even in the hands of no ordinary 
3 


an. 
to enable my readers to judge properly on this 
ſubje&, I ſhall take the liberty of making a ex- 
from that ingenious and ſkilful furgeon, Mr. 
Porr. He ſays, the powers and virtues of the bark 
are known to almoſt every practitioner in phyſick 
« and ſurgery. Among the many caſes in which its 
« merit is particularly and juſtly celebrated, are the 
« diftempers called gangrene and mortification ; its 
general power of ſtopping the one and reſiſting 
„ the other, have made no inconſiderable addition 
« to the ſucceſs of the chirurgic art.” Obſervations 


on the mortifications of the toes and feet, page 793. 


The Gout in the Foot or Hand. 


No. 460. Apply a raw lean beef-fleak. Change it 
once in twelve hours till cured. bas 


Inſtead of making any remarks of my own upon 
this curious remedy, I ſhall only here take the liberty 
of tranſcribing what hath been faid in relation to 
it by the Rev. Mr. ToyLapy. © In Mr. Weſley's 
bock of receipts, entitled Primitive Phyfic, he ad- 
„ viſcs perſons who have the gout in their feet or 
« hands, to apply raw lean beef ſteaks to the part 
« affected, freth and freſh every twelve hours. Some- 
%% body recommended this dangerous repellent to 
« Dr. T. in the year 1764 or early in 1765. He 
“ tried the experiment; the gout was, in conſequence, 
driven up to his ſtomach and head, and he died 


(0 
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«a few days after at Bath, where I happened to 
&« ſpend a conſiderable part of thoſe years; and 
« where at the very time of the Dean's death, I 
&« became acquainted with the particulars of that 
* cataſtrophe. | 


Jam far from meaning to inſinuate, becauſe I 


& do not know, that the perſon who perſuaded Dr. 
FT. to this fatal recourſe derived the recipe imme- 
“ diately from Mr. Weſley's medical compilation. 
« All J aver is, that the recipe itſelf is to be found 
& there, which demonſtrates the unſkilful temerity, 
« wherewith the compiler ſets himſelf up as a phy- 
* fician of the body. Should his quack pamphlet 
« come to another edition, tis to be hoped that the 
& beef fleak remedy will, after ſo authentic and fo 
« melancholy a probatum eſt, be expunged from 
the lit of ſpecifics for the gout.— Tis, I acknow- 
<« ledge, an effectual cure. Cut off a man's head, and 
& he'll no more be annoyed by the tooth-ach ; 
« Alas, for the ingenium wvelox, and for the audacia 
„ perdita, with which a raſh empiric, like Juvenal's 
% Graculus eſuriens, lays claim to univerſal ſcience : 

* Grammaticus, Rhetor, Geometres, Pidtor, 

Aliptes. 
* Augur, Schænobates, Medicus, Magus“ om - 
nia novi.t * 

Mr. Toplady alſo obſerves, with reference to Mr. 
Weſley, © Aliquis in omnibus, nullus in fingulis. The 
„man who concerns himſelf in every thing, bids 
fair not to make a figure in any thing. Mr. John 
* Weley is, preciſely this, Aliguis in omnibus. For 
& 1s there a ſingle ſubje, in which he has not en- 
« deavoured to ſhine !/—He is alſo, as preciſely, a 
% Nullus in ſingulis. For has he ſhone in any one 
„ ſubje& which he ever attempted to handle? .“ 


® Preface to the Scheme of Chriſtian and Philoſophical Ne- 
ceſſity, p. 9. 1 80 
eme, p. 9. 
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Noe. 478 to 501, Mr. W. gives a variety of ex- 
ternal and internal remedies for different kinds of 
the head-ach, upon which I ſhall only obſerve, that 
as pains attacking any of the head muſt take 
their riſe from ſome cauſe, ſo it is impoſſible that any 
perſon can preſcribe judiciouſly, without conſidering 
whether it be a febrile, an inflammatory, or a rheu- 
matic pain in the head; or an affection of the brain 
or nervous ſyſtem; or whether the head-ach a- 
riſes from a diſorder of the ſtomach or bowels. 
Theſe circumſtances ſhould be duly conſidered, be- 
fore any one can, with the leaſt degree of propriety, 
attempt to preſcribe remedies foe the various diſor- 
ders of the head. | 


Heart-Burning. 


No. 502 to 509, Mr. W. has preſcribed a num - 
der of trifling recipes for the heart- burn. This 
complaint generally takes its riſe from a weak and 


LY 


* 


relaxed ſtate of the digeſtive organs, and therefore 


it would have been better if Mr. W. (ſuppoſing him 
to have had any knowledge of the ſubject) had pre- 
ſcribed Tov ics, which by ſtrengthening the ſtomach, 
bid the faireſt for removing this troubleſome com- 


plaint. 
Hoatſeneſs. 


No. 515, Rub the ſoles of the feet before the fire, 
with garlick and lard, well beaten together, over night. 
The hoarſeneſs will be gone the next day. 

This is a very extraordinary preſcription, but as 
ſuch a very extraordinary character is given of its 
certainty of ſucceſs ; it is to be hoped that every per- 
fon affected with a hoarſeneſs, will rub the ſoles of 
his feet,“ with garlick and lard” as by ſo doing, a 
_ of the throat “ will be gone the next 

[4 uy 

Mr. W. has given ſuch a farrago of abſurd re- 
medies for the various diſcaſes for which he pretends 

| H to 


c fr th to the public 
= * the irkſome- 
To thoſe afftited Lich pains in 
ints, he adviſes, (No. 539) that they ſhould 


pi Ber Fon of berb-robirt, and and apply it as a 
— Now, pains in the joints my ariſe from 
cauſes very different, and yet ich is only 


e pain 
4 ſymptom of the other diſcaſes, is to de cured by a 
fingle herb. But in order to render herb-robert 
the 5 certainly efficacious, it is to be applied both 


and ext - The egregious quackery 
of al his is too alle to need any further we. 


The Itch. 


No. 9 349 · If there be any diſorder which 
Mr. W underſtands, it appears to be the lich; 
whether this be the reſult of his own feelings or ex- 
petience, or of any other cauſe, I pretend not 
to determine; but his remedies for this cutaneous 
* we more judicious than almoſt any other in 


The King's-Evil. 
{| From $50 to 558. Here are eight remedies for 
| this — altorder but they all appear ſuper- 
fluous ; for at No. 426 he has recommended a mer- 
curial preparation, which he fays will cure the King's- 
Evil in forg ty days. This is a very expeditious reme- 
dy for to ſtubborn a diſeaſe, ſo that if any dependance 
were to be placed on what Mr. W. firſt recommend- 
ed, there would be little occaſion to have recourſe to 


nanny other preſcription. 


The 


to exhauſt the patience 


rr? 
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The Legs inflamed. 


No. 560. Apply fuller's-earth ſpread on brown 
I ids fails | 
No. 561. Or bruiſed turnips. 
No. $562. Or boiled turnips mixed with mutton fat. 
No. 563. Or rub them, with warm juice of Plantane. 
Theſe are external applications for inflamed lege; 
but perſons ſo afflicted, take care how they 
repel ſuch appearances as external inflammation ; for 
in acute diſeaſes it is often a very termination 
or criſis of a very long and dangerous fever, c. and 
in chronic diſ it will be at all times adviſeable 
to mend the habit of body, before an attempt be 
made to remove this inflammatory ſymptom. 


Legs fore, and running. 


No. 564. Waſh them in brandy, and apply elder 
leaves, changing them twice a day. This ay diy 
8 the ſores, though the legs were like honey-comþs. 

Ne . | g 
No. 565. Poultice them with rotten apples. Tried. 
If it were to be admitted that theſe tried remedies 
had all the efficacy in them that Mr. W. attribute 
to them, yet they ſhould not be uſed but with great 
caution, For it is an eſtabliſhed law in the human 
body, that when any diſcharge, from whatever cauſe, 
has continued any length of time, it then becomes 
habitual to the conſtitution ; and therefore any aſtrin- 
t or repellent, which will cauſe a ſudden chegk of 
IE will often be attended with the worſt 
conſequences to the general health; ſo that it is 
hardly ever fafe to dry up fuddenly a conſiderable flux 
of kumours determined — any part, unleſe the habit 
2 be 


60 


be mended by an alterative courſe, or an artificial 
out- let be made by an iſſue or ſeton, to unload the 


conſtitution, - upon the drying up or cure of ſuch run- 
ning ſores. 
The Lethargy. 


om 575 to 578. Mr. Welley ives ſeveral pre- 
a. or the cure of the Fang and among the 
reſt he orders white heltebore to be ſnuft up the noſe. 
This may prove a very dangerous remedy, as the 
lethargy is generally owing to an over-fulneſs of the 
blood · veſſels, and particularly thoſe of the head: 
now, any errhine, and eſpecially one ſo powerful 
as hellebore, might, by its ſud and violent ſti. 
mulus, cauſe an inſtant rupture of the veſſels of the 
brain, and an apoplexy be the unhappy conſequence. 
The lethargy is a complaint owing to an internal 
cauſe, and ought to be very ſeriouſly attended to, 
as it is often the forerunner of diſcaſes of the moſt 
dangerous nature, ſuch as apoplexy, palſy, &c. 
"No. 584 to 600. As Mr. W. is a univerſal prac- 


titioner, he preſcribes for lunacy, raging madneſs, 
andthe bite of a mad dog, as we "mp other diſ- 
es; but unleſs the ends ind * of the 


unhappy perſons ſo afflifted, are as mad as the 
patients, they will apply for proper advice and al- 


fiſtanee,: inſtead cf relying on the modes of cure re- 
hs.” TR by the author of Primitive Phyſic. | 


ng a The Meaſles. 


No. 601. MO ay ahi eee ori milk and 
watty, the more the better ; ar toaſt and water. 


No. 602. If the cough be very troubleſome, take fre. 
Le a po ul of borley-water, 7 — with oil of 


denbair. 


an e drawn, mixt with ſyrup of mai- 
The 
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he preſcriptions are only ſuitable drinks, with 2 
little of! and ſyrup to palliate the cough; but Mr. W. 
does not inform his readers that this infectious diſcaſe 
is always attended with conſiderable inflammation of 
the breaſt, and that the Jancet is frequently to be 
uſed to remove the inflammatory affection of the 
lungs, as well as to prevent the future bad conſe- 
uences of the meaſles. Nor does our author recom- 
mend any kind of phyſic to be given at the going off 
of the diſeaſe; though clearing the conſtitution of 
the remaining morbillous matter, is a circumſtance 
of the utmoſt importance with regard to the general 
health. This diſcaſe, if at be attended to by a judi- 
cious practitioner, never turns out ill, cither during 
its continuance or afterwards ; but if proper pre- 
cautions are not uſed during the inflammatory fate 
of the diſeaſe, it generally ſettles upon the lungs ; 
and thus, through negle& and inattention, vaſt 
numbers of children are carried off by the meaſles 
every year. No perſon ought then to Uight the 
cough or other remaining ſymptoms of this diſorder, 
although the patient ſhould have been freed from the 
diſeaſe for a conſiderable time; as theſe are the warn- 
ings of the impending danger. 
From 604 to 612, are a great variety of remedies 
adviſed for men/es ob/trufted, but no attention is paid 
to the age or the conſtitution ; ſo that it is to be 
hoped, that the fair ſex will pay little attention in 
this caſe to the recipes contained in the Primitive 
Phyſie; as it is not to be ſuppoſed that Mr. W.'s fe- 
auditory have conſulted him much in this com- 
plaint. And if it be injudiciouſly preſcribed for, it 
may lay the foundations for a future ill ſtate of health, 
for diſorders which never can be removed. 
Mr. W. has alſo from 612 to 620 ſundry preſcrip- 
tions for menſes nimii. I confeſs myſelf ſomewhat at 
a loſs to know what were the reaſons for uſing the 
word nimii. The word menſes is, I believe, ge- 
nerally 
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nerally underſtood; but how the good women in the 
country are to comprehend the word, I know 
not. may indeed apply to the parſon of the 
pariſh ; but ſhould their delicacy prevent this, or the 
parſon not happen to be in the way, they may flow 
on for the next month, before the female patient 
may know what theſe excellent recipes are good for. 
However the complaint referred to, ought not to be 
trifled with, but a due regard ought to be paid to 
age, conſtitution and other circ to pre- 
vent the bad conſequences reſulting from the diſ- 


Old age. 


No. 629. Take tar-water morning and evening. 
Tried. __ 

No. 630. Or, decoftion of nettles ; either of theſe 
will probably renew the ſtrength for ſome years. 

No. 630. Or, be electriſied daily. 


Mr. Weſley, who is a moſt incomparable . 
titioner, nn wg for a diſeaſe, of all — 
moſt inveterate, viz. old age. Tar- water is a tried 
remedy; or if chat tried preſcription ſnould be found 
not ſufſcientliy eſficacious, decoction of netties ; and 
« either of theſe, he ſays, “will dp renew 
the ſtrength for ſome years.” Or if the patient ſtill 
feels old age an inconquerable diſorder, he recom- 
mends being | eſeftrified daily. This hint is worthy 
1 — — Dr. — ; as when 
the arcana of arc compleat open, an 
electrical ſhock judiciouſly adminiſtered, and re- 
peated with ſufficient frequency, might peradventure 
extend a man's liſe to a thouſand years; or if it 
were only five hundred, it might be as advanta» 
ous to the public as Dr. PxIxs TLY's diſcoveries re. 
Qing fixed air; though theſe have er "> 

="_— 
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this X to that applauſe which he hath uni. 
—— in the philoſophic world. 

No. 652 to 664. Theſe are external applications 
for the cure of the piles ; but they deſerve little re- 
gard. —— is one ne _ —_—_— — 

inful, y tend to do great to the 
i — a perſon is of a ſanguineous 
or melancholic temperament, or his veſſels act 
very ſtrongly, this is the moſt happy determination 
chat nature can take; and although the piles may re- 
turn ſeveral times, and no evacuation of blood be 
occaſioned, yet the ſtimulus is tending that way; 
and'if the pain and uneaſineſs ſhould be removed by 
repellents or aſtringents, it will often be at the hazard 
of the life of the patient. I have been a melancholy 
eye-witneſs of the truth of this aſſertion, in two or 
three caſes in my own practice, where perſons, from 
the uneaſineſs they ſuffered, have (contrary to my ad- 
vice) raſhly applied ſome aſtringent, which has ſud- 
denly removed the piles, and made a very light and 
falutary complaint terminate in an apoplexy. 


The Pleuriſy. 
No. 675. Apply to the fide onions roafted in embers 


mixed with cream. 
No. 676. Take half a dram of ſoot. 


No. 677. Take out the core of an apple, fill it with 
white frankincenſe "ht it cloſe with the piece you cut 
ont, and roaſt it in aſhes. Maſh and eat it. 


N 678. A glaſs of tar- water, warm, every half 


No. 679. Decoftion of nettles ; and apply the boiled 
herb hot as a poultice. I never knew it fail. 


No. 680. Boiled ſennel, or camomite flowers, 
Soot 
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Soot and tar-water are the only internal remedies 
adviſed by Mr. W. for the cure of the pleuriſy, ex- 
cept his frankincenſed apple; he has indeed ſeveral 
preſcriptions as external applications to the ſide. In 
almoſt every ſection the author of the Primitive Phy- 
ſic. proves to a demonſtration his ignorance of the 
animal-ceconomy, and even of the firſt principles of 
medical knowledge ; but in no one more than the 
* as he undoubtedly means that his recipes 
ould be employed for the cure of the inflammatory 
pleuriſy. Mr. W. appears to have hardly any idea 
of any thing in medicine, but removing pain, not 
conſidering Nee the pain in the ſide, in this caſe, is one 
of the ſymptoms of an inflammation of the pleura ; 
and if the lancet is not freely uſed the firſt two or 
three days of the diſeaſe, it will terminate in an in- 
ternal abſceſs, which formation of matter in the 
breaſt will moſt commonly kill the patient. Mr. W. 
in a note defines a pleuriſy to be a fever attended with 
a violent pain in the fide, and a pulſe remakarbly hard. 
But is it, not extraordinary that he ſhould give ſuch a 
definition of the diſeaſe, and not order blecding, 
which is a certain method of removing the hard 
pulſe, as well as the other ſymptoms of inflamma- 
tion? But inſtead of adviſing evacuation in an in- 
flammatory diſeaſe, the author of the Primitive 
Phylic preſcribes /oot, tar-water, and frankincerſe. 


To one poiſoned, 


No. 683. Give one or two drachms of diflilled ver- 
. digris, it vomits in an in/tant. 

Mr. Weſley directs, that to one poiſoned, ſhould 
be given ox & Two drachms of diftilled verdigris. 
This deſtructive preſcription was juſtly animadverted 
upon by a ſenſible writer, who ſigned himſelf AxT1- 
dor E, in the Gazetteer of Dec. 25, 1775, and it was 

this 
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this gentleman's obſervations which firſt led me to 
zxerulſe Mr. W.'s Primitive Phyfic ; and which ac- 
cordingly gave riſe to theſe remarks upon that pub- 
lication. In the letter referred to, Antidote ſays, 
« Every one who has the leaſt acquaintance with the 
« powers of medicine, will, I believe, be equally 
« ſtartled with myſelf at reading fuch a preſcription. 
„ I could 1 * believe my eye-fight for ſome time, 
nor can #t preſent by any means account for the 
„ ignorance and preſumption of a man who deals 
out as an antidote, one of the moſt active poiſons 
in nature, in ſuch an cnormous doſe, and this 
« in ſuch an undetermined quantity, as if the exact 
« doſe were immaterial.” And Antidote further 
obſerves, addreſſing himſelf to Mr. W. * it is 7 
« probable that your deſt of two drams would ef- 
« feQly poiſon 20 pr 36 Mople, or operate very ſen- 
« fibly on every man, Woman, and child, in one of 
your largeſt con p 

wo drams of vetdigris We indeed ſufficient to 
poiſon forty or fifty people, and that ſuch a direQion 
ſhould have been given in a book intended for ge- 
neral uſe, and which has paſſed through many edi- 
tions, is a moſt alarming conſideration, and ought 
to have given Mr. W. the geateſt concern. But in 
anſwer to this charge he pubhſhed the following let- 
ter in the Gazettecr of January 1, 1776. 


To the PRINTER of the GAZETTEER, 


Dec. 28, 1775. 


„ Between twenty and thirty editions of the Pri- 
* mitive Phyfic, or, A Rational and caſy Method of 
* curing molt Diſcaſes, have been publiſhed either 
ain England or Ireland. In one or more of tlieſe 
editions ſtand theſe words. Give one or two 
* drachms of gr I thank the gentleman 
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& who takes notice of this, though he might have 
done it in a more obliging manner. 


Could he a have been ignorant (had he 


* not been willingſy o) that this is a mere blunder. 


« of the printer? that I wrote grains not drachms ? 
« However, it is highly proper to adyertiſe the 
& public of this; and I beg every one that has the 
te book, would take the trouble of altering that 
5 word with his pen. 


„ Your's, &c. 


« ], WESLEY.” 


Mr. W. above ſays, that this dangerous error 
ſtands in one or more of the twenty or thirty editions of 
the Primitive Phyſic, which have been publiſhed either 
in England or Ireland. But this appears to be a moſt 
artful evaſion ; for this error is in the ffth, the eighth, 
and the fexteenth editions; and there is the greateſt 
reaſon to believe, that it has paſſed through every 
edition ; for though Mr, W. has been publicly called 
upon to point out the edition in which there was not 
this error, he has not been able to point out any 
one. He has indeed, with a jeſuitiſm truly charac- 
teriſtic of himſelf, infiguated, though not aſſerted, 
in a letter inſerted by him in the Gazetteer of Jan. 
31, that this moſt dargerous and fatal blunder was 
referred to in the errata : but this inſinuation ap- 
pears to be totally without ground, for I could never 
meet with ſuch a correction in any edition, and if it 


had ever been diſcovered before, it muſt have been 


the moſt culpable and ſhameleſs negligence, to have 
ſuffered ſo fatal a preſcription to ſtand in the laſt edi- 
tion. 

In Mr. Weſley's firſt letter, as given above, he 
aſks, © Could he (Antidote) poſſibly have been igno- 
rant, * he not been willingly ſo) that this is a 
„ mere blunder of the printer? That I wrotc 
grains, 
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grains, not drams?” This is, perhaps, the firſt 
time that ever any author had the modeſty to cenſure 
his opponent, for not taking it for granted that he 


wrote right, when he was convicted of having writ- 
ten wrong. But as Fly-Flap, another writer in the 


Gazetteer, juſtly obſerves, * The weak attempt to 


« throw the blame upon the Printer, is as uncandid 
« as it appears improbable:“ For, © the words, 
« drams and grains, are ſo unlike, that it is almoſt 
« impoſſible to miſtake the one for the other.“ 

It might have been expected, that Mr. Weſley, 
when he had diſcovered fo dangerours a preſcripton 
in his book, (a preſcripton which might be of ſuch 
fatal tendency) would have been exceedingly alarm- 
ed; and even, if he had been _ deſtitute of the 
feelings of humanity, that he would, however, have 
pretended ſome concern, leſt the blunder ſhould 
have been productive of ſome miſchicf. But ſo far 
from expreſſing grief, he appears to rejoice in the 
hope, that the fale of his pamphlet would be en- 
creaſed by the attacks upon him, on this occaſion. 

In his letter in the Gazetteer, Jan. 31, he ſays, In 
one reſpect, I am much obliged to the Gentlemen, 
(or Gentleman) who ſpends ſo much time upon the 
4 Primitive Phyſic; and would humbly intreat them 
« to ſay ſomething about it, (no matter what) in half 
4 a dozen more of your papers. If nothing was 
„ ſaid about it, moſt people might be ignorant that 
« there was any ſuch — in the world. But their 
« mentioning it, makes more enquire concerning 
it, and ſo diſperſes it more and more.” —Aſtoniſh- 
ing effrontery and inſenſibility! 

Mr. Weſley had conſidered the lives of his 
fellow-creatures, as an object of much concern, the 
leaſt he could have done, it might reaſonably be pre- 
ſumed, would have been to have cancelled the leaf 
wherein this dangerous blunder was, and to have 
cauſed another to have been printed, and inſerted in 
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the unſold books. But he has done nothing like 
this; he has only advertiſed the error in one paper; 
at leaſt I have ſeen it in no more. Since he has 
been attacked on this ſubject, I have cauſed one to 
be bought in Paternoſter-Row, which had in it 
this dangerous preſcription, not even altered with 
the pen. I have, indeed, fince ſent for one to the 
Foundery, wherein the blunder was ſlightly corrected 
with the pen: but was this all that ought to have 
been done by Mr. W. as a man of humanity, or 
can his negligence, in this reſpect, be judged conſiſ- 
tant with any duc regard to the lives of his fellow- 
creatures? Indeed, it is ſomewhat extraordinary, that 
when the unexpected ſucceſs of the Primitive Pliyſic, 
had cauſed Mr. Weſley, as he ſays, carefully to reviſe 


the whole, and to publiſh it again, with alterations, ſo 


enormous a blunder ſhould have paſſed through all 
the editions; for this appears to have been in fact the 
caſe. But the truth probably was, that Mr. W.'s ig- 
norance firſt occaſioned this dangerous preſcripton, 
and the ſame ignorance continuing, prevented it from 
being corrected in any of the editions. This how- 
ever, ſhews how little Mr. W. 's judgment is to be de- 
pended on; andthe little concern he expreſſes for lead- 
ing his readers into an error, which to fome may have 
proved fo fatal, is a ſtrong evidence of his inſenſibility. 
And when we conſider the very extenſive ſale of his 
book, the puny of his followers, and the ex- 


treme ignorance which is manifeſted in many of his 
preſcriptions, may we not ſay nearly in his own 


words, How many inconveniencics muſt this have oc- 
caſioned! How many con/titutions may bereby have 
been ' ruined How many valuable lives have been 
. * | 

The Quinſey. _ 
No. 697. Apply a large white bread traſt, half an 


inch thick, dipt in brandy to the crown of the Head, till 
. * * g 


it dries. 
of Welw: Preface, P. vii. 
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[ am ſatisfied from experience, that exciting an 
inflammation upon the ſkin, near the part affected, 
has done much good ; and even this preſcripton of 
toaſt and brandy, might, perhaps, have been uſefully 
employed as a poultice to the outſide of the throat; 
but if applicd to the crown of the head, though it be 
repeated till doomſday, it cannot be of the ſmalleſt 


advantage. 


A Quinſey of the Breaſt. 


702. Take eight or ten drops of laudanum hing down 
in bed. 

The learned and ingenious Dr. Heberden, in the 
ſecond volume of the Medical Tranſactions, among 
many other very valuable obſervations, treats of a 
new diſorder of the breaſt, which he calls Anging 
Pectoris. I ſhall here take the liberty to quote ſome 
of the Dr.'s judicious remarks upon this ſubject, and 
the rather as the work, from which they are ex- 
trated, is known to but few readers, except the 
faculty. 

Page 59. Thoſe who are afflicted with it, are 
e ſeized, while they are walking, and more particu- 
* larly when they walk ſoon after cating, with a pain- 
ful. and moſt diſagreeable ſenſation in the breaſt, 
« which ſcems as if it would take their life away, if 
it were to continue or increaſe : the moment they 
« ſtand (till, all this uncaſineſs vaniſhes. In all o- 
„ther reſpects, the patients are at the beginning of 
e this diſorder, perfectly well, and in particular, have 
* no ſhortneſs of breath, from which it is totally 
« different,” 

When a fit of this ſort eomes on by walking, 
e its duration is very ſhort, as it goes off almoſt im- 
* mediately upon ſtopping. If it come on in the 


* night, it will laſt an hour or two; and l have met 
« with 
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ec with one, in whom it once continued for ſeveral 
„ days, during all which time the patient ſeemed to 
& be in imminent danger of death. 

« The pulſe is, at leaſt ſometimes, not diſturbed 
6 this pain, and conſequently the heart is not 
« affected by it; which I have had an opportunity 
* of knowing by feeling the pulſe during the pa- 
„ roxyſm.“ | 

Page 66. BLEEDING, vomits, and other eva- 
„ cuations, have not appeared to me to do any 
« good. Wine or cordials taken at going to bed, 
will prevent or weaken the night fits; but nothing 
« does this ſo effectually as opiates. Ten, fifteen, 


c or twenty drops of tinctura thebaica taken at 
"0 lying down, will enable thoſe to keep their beds 
29 


Il morning, who had been forced to riſe, and 
„ fit up two or three hours every night, for many 
&* months. Such a quantity, or a greater, might 
«* ſafely be continued as long as it is required: and 
ce this relief afforded by opium may be added to the 


„ yulſive kind.” | 
Mr. Weſley, in many parts of his Primitive Phyſic, 
proves himſelf an adept in plagiariſm ; and many 
authors, there is no doubt, = whom he has 
borrowed, would do him no credit, had he mentioned 
their names; but to have acted like a man of can- 
dour, he ſhould have informed the public, that 
the diſcovery of this new diſorder, as well as the mode 
of treatment, was made by Dr. HEBexDEN, to whom 
the honour of it ought certainly to have been attri- 
buted. I think I cannot conclude this ſubje& better 
than by giving the Dr.'s own words relating to this 
diſcaſe. — 4 
Page 67, Time and attention will undoubtedly 
“% diſcover more helps againſt this teizing and 
“dangerous ailment; but it is not to be expected, 
| | e that 


* arguments, which prove theſe fits to be of a * 
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« that much can have been done towards eſtabliſh. 
« ing the method of cure tor a diſtemper hitherto fo 
« unnoticed, that it has not yet, as far as I know, 
« found a place, or a name in the hiſtory of diſ- 


« pales.” PE 
The Rheumanſm. 


No. 703 to 715. Here are twelve remedies pre- 
ſcribed for the cure of this diſorder ; but moſt of them 
are ſo extremely inſignificant that = deſerve no 
attention, and the only one that ſeems likely to have 
any action would in all probability prove highly in- 
jurious. 

The rheumatiſm has been commonly divided into 
two diſcaſes, viz. the rheumatic fever and the chro- 
nic rheumatiſm. The acute rheumatiſm, or rheu- 
metic fever, as it is commonly called, generally at- 
tacks young men, and thoſe who are naturally of a 
good conſtitution. It is generally attended at the 
beginning, with a hard, ſtrong, full pulſe, and other 
ſymptoms of general inflammation in the habit; at 
he firſt attack of this diſcaſe, copious and re- 

ated blecding can be the only uſcful remedy, which 
if neglected for two or three days, or 2 (in 
ſubſtance, or the volatile tincture) or Mr. W. 's re- 
cipe, No. 708, Steep ſeven cloves of garlick in half a 
pint of xwhite wine, drink it lying down ; the heart, and 
arterial ſyſtem would be ſtimulated to ſo great a de- 
gree, as to transfer the diſeaſe to the brain, or ſome 
other vital part, whichoften ina few hours proves fatal. 
And the writer, with the greateſt concern, declares, 
that he is throughly convinced, many lives have been 
loſt by the common mode of preſcribing guiacum, 
and other heating remedies, at the beginning of rheu- 
matic complaints. | 

No. 733 to 741. Are a variety of ſtrange re- 
medies adviſed for the cure of the ſciatica. One of 
thoſe curious preſcriptoms is, a mud made of potoder- 
ed pitcoal, and warm water, But this mud will not 
only cure the ſciatica, but Mr. W. informs us, that it 
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alſo cures pal/ies, weakneſs, weakneſs of the limbs, 
nit diſorders of the legs, and — and fliffneſs of 
joints. And alſo that it cured a ſio 

Joint, though accompanied with a fiſtula, ariſing from 


ling of the elboto 


a caries of the bone. How much is it to be regretted, 
that this mud is not better known, as it is fo admirable 
a cure for ſo many incurable diſeaſes ! Incredulous 


people, indeed, doubt the reality of theſe cures ; but 


we have Mr. W's authority in their favour, ard this 
will ſurely ſatisfy all——except thoſe obſtinate 
people who require proof and evidence inſtead ot 
aſſertion. | 


A Sore Mouth. 


No. 777. Apply the white of an egg beat up wil 

loaf ſugar. F 
No. 778. Gargle with the juice of cinguefoil. 

No. 779. Beat together a pound of treacle, thre: 

yolks of eggs, an ounce of bole armonaac, and a nulmeg 

of allum a quarter of an hour. Apply this to the ſor: 

part, or to an aching tooth. Tried. 

Mr. Weſley has here recommended ſeveral topical 
applications, but he did not conſider, or probably 
was ignorant, that ſores in the mouth, &c. frequently 
ariſe from internal cauſes, and unleſs the conſtitu- 
tion is made better, ſuch ſores will ſeldom heal ; or, 
if they ſhould, the diſeaſe will frequently fix upon 
ſome more internal part, and be much more dan- 
gerous than the original complaint. 


The Strangury. 


No. 840. U/e the cold bath. 


I be utility of the cold bath in the ſtrangury is by 
no means apparent, it being a diſorder of the urina- 
ry paſſages, which may ariſe from a great variety of 
cauſes, that bathing ſecins very little adapted to cure. 
| »Vy- + C A Sur- 


fa 5B + o, = © 


V 
a 
a 


1 


As Surfeit, 
No. 8.46. Take about a nutmeg of the green tops of 


wormwood. 

A ſurfeit is a diforder which ariſes from various 
cauſes, and requires the attention of an able practi- 
tioner ; but from whatever cauſe it may proceed, it 
is not very likely to be removed by the tops of green 


wormuwood. 


To ſtop profuſe Sweating. 


No. 847. Drink largely of cold water. 

Drinking largely of cold water has by ſome perſons 
been recommended, and particularly in fevers, to oc- 
caſion ſweating, and may ſometimes have been advan- 
tageous ; but My. W. it is apprehended, is the firſt 
nw ever adviſed this remedy to ſtop profuſe ſweating. 
But as he is a very uncommon practioner, he may be 
conſidered as having the better right to preſcribe un- 
common modes of treatment. 


Swelled Legs. 


No. 851. Bathe them every morning in cold water, 
and take an eaſy purge twice a week, 


No. 852. Take wormwood, ſouthernwood, and rue ; 
ſtamp them together, and fry them in honey till they grow 
dry ; Then apply them as hoe as you can bear. 

Mr. Weſley does not conſider that ſwelled legs arc 
only one of the ſymptoms of ſome other diſcaſe, as 
the tumour may be a ſymptom of inflammation, fe- 
ver, rheumatiſm, &c. Now in all theſe diſorders the 
above preſcriptions may prove extremely injurious, 
and even in ſome caſes deſtructive to the patient. 


A Swelled Throat. 
No. 853. Gargle toith decoction of nettles. 
| K | 


No. 
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No. 85.4. Or of primroſe leaves. | 
As ſwelling in the throat is generally only a fymptom 
of an inflammation, or ſome other aileCtion attacking 6 
the throat, what Mr. W, has recommended can be p 
productive of no good to the patient. But the au- 6 
thor of Primitive Phyſic has given many proofs of G 
the miſchief that may accrue to the ſick, from thoſe 6 
who preſcribe remedies for diſcaſes, with the nature of 4 
6 


which they are unacquainted. Thus in p. 115 of his 
work he has preſcribed for the quinſey; p. 127 for 


4 a ſore throat; and now he has a ſeparate ſection for « 
; a ſwelled throat; though theſe are only ſymptoms of 7 
: one and the ſame diſeaſe. 6 
| | l 

To faſten the Teeth, « 

| 0 

To clean the Teeth. ä « 

| 00 


To prevent the Tooth- ach. 


To cure the Tooth-ach. 


40 
| | ct 
Mr. W. has preſcribed only twenty-two remedies 40 
ſor the teeth ; ſome of which are to faſten the teeth, < 
ſome to clean the tecth, others to prevent the twth-ach ; 


and ſeveral very unaccountable remedies to cure the « 

tooth-ach. 0 40 

| 2 The writer cannot help embracing this opportu— ce 

nity, for the benefit of his readers, of giving an ex- 66 

| tract from the ingenious Mr. Ruse1x1's (/urgeon-den- 60 

ti/t, Pall Mall) LITTLE TREATISE, juſt publiſhed, « 

which affords the ſtrongeſt proofs of his {kill in his ce 

} profeſhon, as well as of his humanity and generoſity 10 

ZZ to the public, | 40 

Mr. Rusyix1, among many other very ſenſible ob- 40 

| ſervations, interſperſed through his pamphlet, fays, « 
| : that, “ Perſons of all ages ſhould clcan their tect! 

4 * conRantly with proper dentrifices every night au * 


66 mornu- 
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morning, and never omit to waſh their mouths 
well with water after cating ; otherwiſe particles of 


meat, ſweetmeats, and fruits, off many ocher 


parts of our food, by remaining between or 
about the teeth, will lay a foundation for future. 
miſchief. By following: this advice, the teeth of 
ople in general, but cſpecially of children, will 
be eſerved from decay.” 
ww Feche teeth happen to be decayed or painful, 
it has been the general cuſtom to ſend for the 
next tooth-drawer, who commonly has not any 
idea of cure, but by extirpating a tooth ; a practice 
replete with ignorance and barbarity, often fol- 
lowed' by dangerous and ſometimes fatal conſc- 
quences, and therefore never ſhould be perform- 
ed except in thole caſes where no other remedy 
promiſes any probability of ſuccefs. As there are 
a great variety of cauſes productive of pain in the 
teeth and gums, ſo there are various means by 
which caſe may be procured; but theſe, like all 
other difeaſes to which the human frame is more 
or leſs liable, require the knowledge of ſkilful 
practitioners for their cure. 
& Ladies of tender conſtitutions, during preg- 
nancy, are often afflifted with pain in one or more 
teeth ; others alicted in a ſimilar manner by 
colds ; others by nervous attacks. It would be 
as abſurd to looſe a tooth in hopes of caſe, that 
ſhould be painful from any of theſe, or many 
other cauſes, as for a gouty man to part with a 
painful toe, and ſuppoſe that his diſorder would 
be cut off with it. Experience ſhevs, that the 
cauſes and ſeats of pain are frequently in diſtant 
places: numbers of perſons have becn deprived 
of their teeth without receiving relief from their 
pain; and ſuffer a ſevere operation without a poſ- 
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Extreme Thirſt. 
No. 890. Drink ſpring water in which à little ſal 
prunella is diſſolved. | 
As thirſt is a ſymptom which is generally atten- 
dant on fevers, inflammations, rheumatiſm, dropſy, 


&c. it is only to be removed by the remedies proper 


for the cure of thoſe diſorders ; but as this is a very 
troubleſome and diſagreeable ſenſation, the patient 
may be rendered much eaſier by ſucking the nitre, 
lozenges, tamarinds, lemon and ſugar, &c. but drink- 
ing gallons of water, or other fluids, will not re- 
move this ſymptom when the fever is high, or any 
other acute diſeaſe 1s violent. 


Torpor (or numbneſs) of the Limbs. 


No. 887. Uſe the cold bath with rubbing and ſweat- 
ing. 

As torpor or numbneſs is generally a ſymptom of 
an incipient paralytic affection, I am firmly of opi- 
nion, that the cold bath is exceedingly improper in 
this caſe, and may prove highly injurious. Indeed, 
it might be imagined, that Mr. W. himſelf was ap- 
prehenſive of its bad tendency ; for immediately after 
recommending the cold bath, he adviſes rubbing and 
ſweating. Now as it is generally allowed, that in- 
ternal ſtimulants are neceſſary as well as external ap- 
plications to the numbed part, certainly then the 
x ah as a remedy can be productive of no good 
effe 


The Tympany, or windy Dropſy. 
No. 899. Uſe the cold bath with purges intermixed. 


No. goo. Mix the juice of leeks and of elder. Take 
two * three ſpoonfals of this morning and evening. 
Tried. 


As 
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As the tympany is a diſeaſe reſulting from a weak 
t 


and relaxed ſtate of the ſtomach and bowels, and 
which occaſions quantities of air to be gene- 
rated from the focd, &c. and colleQed in the firſt 
paſſages, ſo as to diſtend them to a very conſiderable 

, there is not the leaſt reaſon to ſuppoſe that 
the cold bath or purgatives can be proper : but indeed 
it is ſo diſagreeable and troubleſome a diſcaſe, that it 
will generally oblige the afflifted to apply for proper 
advice, and — 2 there isthe leſs danger of miſ- 
chievous conſequences reſulting from Mr. Weſley's 
qi rections. 


No. 923. Drink tar-water morning and evening. 
No. 924. A decoftion of pimpernel. 
No. 925. Take decoftion of agrimony thrice a day. 


No. 926. Or, decaction, powder, or ſyrup of horſe- 
tail. 


An inward Ulcer. 


As internal ulcers are the conſequences of inflam- 
mation of ſome viſcus, membrane, or muſcular part, 
which from negle& or improper treatment at the 
beginning of the diſorder, frequently terminates in 
ſuppuration, and requires the greateſt medical (kill 
to prevent its being fatal to the patient ; as the ulcer 
when once formed, from a variety of internal cauſes, 
is very apt to ſpread, and the matter is thereby ab- 
ſorbed into the circulating maſs, fo as to ſtimulate 
the heart and arterial ſyſtem, bring on an hectic 
fever, and prove fatal; it is therefore extremely ab- 
ſurd that Mr. W. ſhould order ſuch inſignificant re- 
medics to remove a diſcaſc, that is apt to be attended 
with ſuch melancholy conſequences. 


To ſtop Vomiting. 


No. 943. Apply à large onion ſit to the pit of the 
Eemach, W. * * 
That 
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That a ſlit onionapplicd externally ſhould be a good 
and a ried remedy for an internal diſeaſe, is ſome- 
what extraordinary: but extraordinary remedies can 
excite no ſurprize, to any man who is well read in 
Mr. W.'s Primitive Plyſic, and who gives any de- 
gree of credit to the marvellous aſſertions which are 
contained therein, | 


No. 945. Infuſe an ounce of quickfilver in @ la 
glaſs full of water for dat K Then 4755 
the water : I. 

This is given as an infallible preſcription ;. for the 
unerring letter. I is aſſixed to it; but as the writer is 
no friend to implicit faith, he is apt to entertam ſome 
doubts of its efficacy. When a. perſon is affficted 
with a vomiting, according to Mr. W.'s. rule, he 
muſt wait 24 hours before be can apply his remedy ; 
and when it is procured, it is not very probable that 
any good effects can be produced from it, as not the 
ten thouſandth part of a grain will be diſſolved in 
the menſtruum, (the water) and wilt prove as inſipid 
and inefficacious as the water would have done, be- 
fore the digeſtion of the quickſſlver and water had 
taken place. 

Mr. Weftey prefcribes many remedies to ſtop vo- 
miting ; but he never once recommends the mints, 
camomile, or carduus, though intufrons of theſe ſto- 
machic and bitter vegetables, arc often very ſervice- 
able in many complaints of the ſtomach, ſuch as 
fickneſs, retchings, and vomiting. Indeed, Mr. Weſ- 
ley, in his wonderful performance, feems diſpoſed 
to fall out with the good old women, as well as with 
the apothecaries; for the remedies that the former 
have and do often preſcribe with facceſs, he has 

taken no notice of: but he has in ſundry dicafes 
recommended things much more abſurd and inju- 
nous than what. are adviſed by them. 

. As 
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As we are on the ſubject of vomiting, the reader 
will perhaps excuſe me, it I make a little digreſſion, 
relative to what has appcared to me to be a frequent 
cauſe of a propenſity to vomiting. I have often 
obſerved upon enquiry, when ſent tor to patients af- 
feted with complaints of the ſtomach or bowels, that 
they had over - night, or the preceding day, drank 
punch); and from the effects, and the ſmell of the 
matters thrown up, had every reaſon to think, that 
inſtead of lemon juice, the acid uſed was the vitriolic 
ſpirit ; and, indeed, it is hardly pofſible for any one 
to know in ſuch a farrago as punch, what kind of 
ingredients it conſiſts of, 

3 am firmly convinced, that there is hardly any thing 
tends ſo much to weaken and relax the ſtomach, and 
bring on various ill conſequences, ſuch as indigeſti- 
on, loſs of appetite, &c. as bad punch. And there- 
fore I carnelitly adviſe the punch drinkers to have their 
fruit, ſpirits, &c. brought to them ſeparately, and 
to become punch makers ; by which means they will 
know what the compound conſiſts of, and that it is 
not a compoſition of bad ſpirits, vitriol, &c. Indeed, 
| would recommend, that preſerved lemon juice ſhould 
never be uſcd, as it is always running into new fer- 
mentations, and though not ſo bad as vitriol, yet is 
by no means ſo wholcſome as the juice when ſqueezed 
iramediately from the fruit itſelf, As vomiting and 
other difagreeable ſymptoms affecting the ſtomach, 
may eventually injure the whole ſyſtem ; becauſe the 
ſtomach can never be long diſordered, without mil- 
chief ariſing to the animal œconomy in general; 
therefore theſe hints may not be unworthy of at- 
tention, and if they are productive of any utility, 
there will be the lets rcaſon to apologiſe for the di. 
greſſion. = 
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Bloody Urine. 


No. 946. Take à quarter of a pint of fheeps milk 
twice a day. 


Urine by Drops, with heat and pain. 
No. 949. Drink nothing but lemonade. Tried. 


No. 950. Beat up the pulp of five or fix roafted ap- 
ples, with near a quart of water; take it lying down. 
It commonly cures before morning. 


l Involuntary Urine. 


No. 952. Take a tea-ſpoonful of powdered agrimony 
morning and evening. | 

No. 953. A quarter of a pint of alum poſſet drink 
every night. | 


Sharp Urine. 


No. 955 · Take two ſpoonfuls of freſh juice of ground 
ivy. 


Suppreſſion of Urine. 


No. 957. Drink largely of warm lemonade. Tried. 
No. 958. Or a ſcruple of nitre every two hours. 


No. 960. A ſpoonful of juice of radiſhes. 
No. 962. Or of bruiſed muſtard-ſeed. 


Mr. Weſley preſcribes ſeveral remedies for bloody 
wrine, urine by drops, involuntary urine, ſharp urinc, 
and ſuppreſſion of urine ; but theſe retenſions and 
ſuppreſſions of the urine, &c. may be owing to 
ſome fault in the urinary paſſages, ſuch as gravel 
lodging in. ſome of theſe parts, the ſtone, the dropſy, 
the venereal diſcaſe, or even to inflammation or 
ſpaſmodic affection of the kidneys, ureters, &c. ſo 
that the numerous preſcriptions adviſed by Mr. W. 

cannot 
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cannot poſſibly be taken to advantage without know- 
ing from what cauſe it proceeds. 


The Whites. 


No. 977. Live chaſtly. Feed ſparingy: Uſe exer- 
ciſs conſtantly. Sleep moderately, but never lying on 
your back. 


+ No. 978. Take eight grains of jalap every eight days. 

This uſuall cures in froe weeks. 

No. 981. Mate Venice turpentine, flour, and fine 
ſugar, equal quantities, into ſmall pills. Take three or 
four of theſe morning ond evening. 

No. 983. Aſter a purging take about fifteen grains 
ef ceruſe of antimony in white whine, twice or thrice 


4 day. 


Here are many recipes preſcribed for the fluor-al- 
bus. This is a very troubleſome diſcaſc, and as it 
may be owing to a varicty of cauſes extremely difh- 
cult of cure; but Mr. W. has adviſed ſeveral reme- 
dies, and not a few, which he ſeems to think infall:- 
ble, for thoſe diſtempers which the faculty find the 
molt ſtubborn, and the molt difficult to remove. 
And indeed, if it was as caſy for Mr, W. to perform 
cures as it is to write recipes, he would be univerſally 


allowed to be ſuperior to a Huxham, a Mead, or a 
Boerhave. 


As the complaints mentioned from 1003 to 1012 
are the object of ſurgery, and treat of various kinds 
of wounds, for which it is impoſlible to lay down any 
general mode of treatment; as the dreſſing muſt be 
varied according to the ſtate of the wound, aud other 
attendant circumſtances, it cannot reaſonably be ex- 
pected that Mr. W. 's recipes would be of any uſe, and 
it muſt therefore be needleſs to comment an them, 
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Mr. Weſley concludes his Primitive Phyſic with 


the wonderful cures performed by co/d-bathing, wa/h- 
ing the bead, water-driniung, electrifying, and laitly 
faſting-ſpittle, which, outwardly app ied, he informs 
us, ſometimes cures blindneſs and d' afnejs, beſides va- 
rious other diſorders ; and, talen inwardly, it relicv:; 
or cures cancers, the gout, the king's evil, the leproſy, 


the palſy, the rheumatiſm, the ſtone, Sc. G.. Ile 


ſeems indeed to have been rather profuſe of his re- 
medies, which is hardly conſonant to his own ſenti— 
ments. For in his preface he ſays, Experience 
& ſhews that one thing will cure moſt diſorders, at 
„ leaſt as well as twenty put together. "Then why 
& do you add the other ninetcen ?”” Indeed, it feeme( 
hardly neceſſary that Mr. W. ſhould publiſh a book 
containing 1012 recipes, when, according to his ac- 
count, the above frve remedics will cure almolt evcry 
acute and chronic diſeaſe incident to the human body, 
Mr. W. ſays, p. 154, that cold bathing cures youns 
children of convulſions, coughs, cutaneous inflamma!10n: 
the ears, navel and mouth, vomiting, &c, c. But 
am clearly of opinion, that if the cold bath be 
uſed in theſe various diſeaſes of young children, agree- 
able to Mr. W's recommendation, the lives of many 
children will be ſacrificed in conſequence. In many 
of the complaints tor which it is preſcribed, it is to- 
tally improper ; and in others that are mentioned it 
can do no good. And even where it is proper, it 
requires a little more attention than Mr. W. pays to 
the ſubject ; and indeed even common nurſes appear 
to underſtand this matter better than he does. For 
they are ſeldom or never fo abſurd as to dip a child 
that is afflicted with coughs, cutancous or other in- 
flammations, vomiting, &c. But to enter into a 
rticular examination of every abſurdity advanced 
y Mr. Weſley, would be equally tedious to me and 
my readers. What has been advanced, it is pre— 
ſumed, may be ſufficient to ſhew the futility of many 
. p of 
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of his preſcriptions, the pernicious tendency of others, 
and his total incapacity to produce any medical trea- 
tile calculated to be of the leaſt ſervice to mankind. 

A book that haus patled through ſo many editions 
as the Primitive Phyfic, muſt have been attended to 
by great numbers; and as the recipes in it are often 
o injudicious, ablurd, and and fo ſtrongly cha- 
racte-ized by ignorance of the human body, and of 
the power and operation of medicines, they may 
have been productive of great miſchict, Theſe conſi- 
derations will, I hope, be conſidered as a ſuthcient 
apology for this publication. I have no perſonal ani- 
moiity againſt Mr. Weſley, to whom I am totally 
unknown ; nor have 1 been induced to engage in 
this performance, by any conſideration, reſpecting the 
part Mr. W. has taken in the political world. Every 
thing of this kind is foreign to the deſign of this 
examination of the Primitive Pyyſic. But I have 
ever withed to underſtand the principles of the 
medical art, to be ufctul in my profetiion, and fer- 
viccable to my ſcllow. ercaturcs; and if this little 
picce be found by the candid and judicious to 
be of that tendency, I ſhall not regret the pains 
I have taken. I am conſcious of the uprightneſs 
of my intentions, and therefore hope to meet 
with indulgence from the public. 
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— Bir Jos HUA REYNOLDS, 
ano 
EDMUND BURKE, Eſq. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HE death of a Man fo much diſtin- 
1 guiſhed in the Republic of Letters as 
my late much - valued friend Dr. GO. 
$MITH, muſt naturally attract the notice of 
the World; and as there were ſome cir= 
cumſtances attending that unhappy event, 
which ſeem proper to be made generally 
known, I have preſumed to lay them before 
the Public. 


After 


. 

DEDICATION. 
After the Doctor's deceaſe, you were 
pleaſed to honour me with the management 
of his affairs, till the perſon ſhould appear, 
who was authorized to adminiſter to his 


effects; and I flatter myſelf that I have 


faithfully executed your intention. But as 
the Public are, intereſted in the loſs of a 
man ſo conſpicuous for his talents, and his 
humanity as the late Dr. Gol psuiru, they 
become naturally anxious to know the cir- 
cumſtances of his illneſs and death. This 
has induced many Gentlemen, who knew 
that I had attended him, to apply ta me 


for information on the ſubject. I have, ac- 


cordingly, readily related to them the par- 
ticulars which came within my knowledge: 
but having been alſo applied to publickly, 
as well as by private letters, I have thought 
it beſt, to publiſh this little Pamphlet; and 
the rather, as I have. reaſon to believe ome 
perſpns | hays tormed very unjuſt and; un- 
| notions reſpecking my conduct in 


* and it is therefore preſumed, 
that theſe conſiderations will ſufficiently 


apologize for this Publication. 
= . All 
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DEDICATION, 


All that is reaſonable to expect from me, 
is a fair detail of the circumſtances with 
which this Caſe was attended. I have at- 
tempted little more than this; and it is 
hoped, that what is here offered to the 
Public, will prove as ſatisfactory to my 
readers in general, as it has done to many 
of Dr. GoLpsmiTn's acquaintance; to 
whom I appea!, whether J have not uni- 
formly advanced the ſame particulars in 
private, which I have now thought it ex- 
pedient to publiſh to the world, 


The event which gave riſe to this Pam- 
phlet, hath given a very ſincere concern to 
me, as well as to many others. I am, 
however, willing to take this opportunity 
of expreſſing the great reſpect which 1 
have for you, Gentlemen, to whom, with 
your permiſſion, 1 have taken the liberty 
of addreſſing this Publication. I am happy 
in having my conduct approved of by two 
of Dr. GoLpsmiTn's moſt intimate and 
reſpectable friends; both of whom have 
deſervedly attained to a very high degree 

| of 


DEDICATION. 


of reputation: the one, as the firſt Painter 
of the preſent age; while the other is uni- 
verſally celebrated as an upright Senator, 
and moſt accompliſhed Orator. 


I am, Gentlemen, 
With the greateſt regard, 
' Your moſt obedient 
3 8 


April 25, 1774. W. HAWES: 
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AN 


ACCOUNT, &c. 


S the obſcrvations which I have made in the 
| Dedication prefixed to this piece, will ſuf. 
ficiently account for its deſign, I ſhall begin my 
narrative without any further apology. 

On Friday the twenty-fifth of March, 1774, the 
late Dr. Gorbsuirn was taken ill, and at eleven 
o'clock the ſame night ſent for me to his Cham- 
bers. He complained of a violent pain extending 
all over the fore-part of his head; his tongue was 
moiſt z he had no cold ſhiverings or pain in any 
other part, and his pulſe beat about ninety ſtrokes 
in a minute, He then acquainted me he had 
taken two ounces of Ipecacuanha wine as a vomit, 
and that it was his intention to take Dr. James's 
Fever Powders, which he defired me to ſend him. 
I replied, that in my opinion this was a medicine 
very improper at that time, and he would 
not think of it: but I am ſorry to lay, that every 
argument uſed, ſeemed only to render him more 
determined in his own opinion ; which gave me 
much concern, as I could not avoid thinking, that 
the man whom I had all the reaſon in the world 
to eſteem, was about to take a ſtep which might 
prove extremely injurious to him, I, therefore, 
endeavoured to reaſon medically with him, and 


obſerved, that his complaint appeared ta be more 
| B a ner- 


- 


. 
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a nervous aſfection than a febrile diſcaſe. He ſaid, 
* he thought ſo too.“ I replied, ** Then, Sir, 
* as you have already taken a vomit, which has 
operated very well, I wpuld adviſe you to take 
* a gentle opiate, which may be a means of qui- 
«© eting the ſtomach; as after the operation ot an 
*© emetic it gencrally prodyces for a few hours re- 
« freſhing ſleep; after which; in all probability. 
the complaint in the head will gradually go oll, 
as repeated experience has confirmed.” To this 


he anſwered, ** | like your mode of reaſoning 


* well;” and for a ſhort'time he appeared to be 
convinced, but ſoon after inſiſted upon taking the 
Powder. I now found myſelf in a' more diſagree- 
able ſituation, than can eaſily be conceived by any 
perſon whatever, except a'Brother-PraQ@itioner : 
for witli'great concern I ſpeak it, the more. we en- 
deavour to convince, the more our good intentions 
are too frequently treated with dijregard , and [ 
ſolemnly declare, that I felt at that time: more an- 
guſſh of mind than J had done in fifteen years pre- 
ceding practice, And this for three teaſons: Firſt, 

the conſequence of this patient's health and life to 
his friends and ſociety: diy, the deſire which 
every Practitioner has, or ought to have, of do- 
ing good when conſulted; at leaſt not ſuffering 
his patient to do himſelf an injury: Thirdly, 
from the real friendſhip I entertained for the Doc- 
for, on the prineiples of ee for his counte- 
nance towards an Undertaking, which Þ have for a 
evnſide table time endeavoured to eltabliſh in this 
kingdom, and which, by the aſliſtance of a worthy 
and able phyſician, and the favour of the Public, 
now likely to take place. For theſe reaſons, I 
could *rot take my leave without again ehdea- 
vouring to convince him: and though ſome of the 
Faculty may perhaps ſmile at me for theorizing 


(to 
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[to which they have my full conſent), I now pur- 
lued that plan; and as I had before lurmounted 
his objections, in preceding complaints, by en- 
tering a little minutely into the progreſs of diſeaſes, 
and the action of medicines on the human body, 
I hoped it would prove ſucceſsful in the preſent 
inſtance. I told the Doctor, that his ſtomach was 
yet hardly ſettled from the operation of the eme- 
tic, and that his frame in general ſeemed a good 
deal agitated ; and therefore the Fever Powder 
would be more likely to act as a Umple itimulanc 
on the prim# via: than as a febrifuge, and thus 
be a means of reproducing the vomiting in a very 
violent degree, or induce a purging z and that it 
it acted upon either ſtomach or inteſtines, it 
might in the end be productive of the molt feri- 
ous conſequences. 
| However, though I reaſuned with him on the 
lubjet, for near half an hour, by his bed-ſide, 
and carneſtly intreated him not to take Dr. James's 
Powders, yet 1 could not prevail upon him to ſay 
that he would not.-— At laſt I addrefſed him, to the 
bell of my remembrance, in the following man- 
ner, ** Pleaſe, Sir, to obſerve, that if you Co take 
the Fever- Petoder, it is entirely without my ap- 
* probation ; and at the lame time remember, 
© how very anxious I have been to perſuade you 
to deſiſt trom it: and now [| will take my leave, 
„if you will be kind enough to grant me one 
* requeſt,” He very warmly aſked me, What 
that was? | told him, that as he had always con- 
ſulted Dr. Fordyce in preceding illneſſes, and had 
expteſſed the greateſt opinion Ot his abilities as a 
phyſician, I hoped he would permit me to ſend 
tor him. It was full a quarter of an hour before 
I could obtain his conſent to this, as the taking 
Dr. James's Pgwaders appeared to be the only ab- 
1 ect 


ing, as he lay very quiet. I then ſaid, I would 
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je& which employed his attention; and gven then 
he endeavoured to throw an obſtacle in my way, 
by ſaying, that Dr. Fordyce was gone to ſpend the 
evening in Gerrard-ſtreet, ** where, adds he, I 
« ſhould alſo have been, if I had not been indiſ- 
„ poſed.” I told him, that the diſtance was a 
matter of no conſequence, and that if he would 
permit it, my man ſhould immediately be ſent for 
him. He replied, « Well, you may ſend for him, 
« if you will.” I frankly declare, that this laſt 
ſentence was the moſt agreeable to me, of any that 
he had uttered during my ſtay with him. I then 
came home, and immediately wrote a note to Dr. 
Fordyce, and diſpatched my ſervant, with orders 
firſt to call in Eſſex - ſtreet, and enquire whether 
he was returned ; and if not at home, to proceed 
to Gerrard-ſtreet. Fortunately, the meſſenger 
found him at home, who ſent me word that he 
would wait on Dr. GoLpsmiTH directly. 

As I did not attend at the ſame time with Dr. 
Fordyce, I am ignorant of the converſation that 
paſſed during his viſit; but it was evident that he 
did not approve of the Fever Powder, as he pre- 


| ſcribed other medicines. And, indeed, early the 


next morning the Doctor called at my houſe, and 
informed me, that he had repreſented to Dr. 
GoLp$MITH the preceding night, the impropricty 
there would be in his taking Dr. James's Powders, 
bur that inſtead of paying any attention to his 
remonſtrances on this ſubject, he had unhappily 
perſiſted in his own reſolution, and taken two or 


three doſes of the Powder, though it had operated 


both as a purgative and an emetic. 

When I called to ſee hin on Saturday morning 
(the twenty-fixth of March) Dr. Go»LpsmITH's 
ſervant told me, he believed his maſter was doz- 


call 
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call in the evening z which I accordingly did, and 
his man, with great appearance of concern, when 
T aſked him how his maſter was, replied he was 
very bad, for he had been vomiting all day, and 
had had a great many looſe ſtools ; notwithſtand- 
ing weich, the ſervant obſerved, the Doctor would 
make him give him James's Fever Powders; ſo 
that he ſtil] continued the uſe of the medicine, 
and of conſequence it encreaſed in its pernicious 
operation, by which means the evacuations were 
continued for at leaſt eighteen hours. I afterwards 
went into Dr. Go.ysM1TH's chamber, and found 
him extremely reduced, and his pulſe was now 
become very quick and ſmall. When I enquired 
of him how he did, he ſighed deeply, and in a 
very low voice ſaid, ** he wiſhed he had taken my 
friendly advice laſt night“, (meaning Friday 
night, the twenty-fifth of March): and this was 
all he ſaid during this viſit; for whatever other 
queſtions | thought proper to aſk him, he appear- 
cd ſo much exhauſted as not to be able to make 
any reply to them; and I clearly perceived he was 
ſo very weak and low, from the large and copious 
evacuation, that he ſeemed to have neither ſtrength 
nor ſpirits to ſpeak. 

As Dr. Fordyce had viſited him a little before 
my attendance on him at this time, I thought it 
unneceſſary ro trouble. him to make a reply to 
many enquiries : accordingly I took my leave; at 
the ſame time being firmly convinced in my own 
mind, that every bad conſequence was to be ex- 
pected from the violent operation of this me- 
dicine. 

| was very ſoon too well confirmed in my opi- 
nion by Dr. Fordyce's calling upon me at my 
houſe the ſame evening, and acquzinting me with 
much regret, that Dr. Got burn by taking Dr. 


Zames's 
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James's Powders had done himſelf fo much injury, 
that he thought it right to propoſe calling in an- 
other Phyſician, as he would not follow his advice; 
in hopes that by ſo doing, the patient would be 
convinced of the danger of his ſituation, and con- 
ſequently be more inclined to conform to the me de 
of treatment preſcribed. Dr. Fordyce ſaid, he 
knew that Dr. GoLpsm1TH had a great opinion of 
Dr. Turton; and deſired I would go very early in 
the morning, and if I found him no better, to 
rſuade him to call in that Gentleman. Accord. 
ingly at eight o'clock, the next morning, (being 
Sunday) I went, and found him much worſe. He 
had paſſed a very bad night, having vomited ſe- 
veral times, and had many looſe ſtools ; he lay ab- 
folutely funk with weakneſs, and I was ſo very 
clear reſpecting the exceeding · bad ſituation he was 
in, that inſtead of fatiguing him with any queſti- 
ons, I immediately exerted my utmoſt endeavours 
to perſuade him to ſend for Dr. Turton ; to which 
be (being now, though too late, convinced of his 
unfortunate mode of proceeding) very readily con- 
- ſented, and deſired me to order his ſervant to go 
directly. I accordingly did, and the Doctors For- 
dyce and Turton met at the time appointed, to al- 
ſiſt at a conſultation, which was continued twice a 
day till his death. 
As the ſymptoms which aroſe afterwards in the 
diſeaſe, were noticed with the utmoſt accuracy by 
the two able Phyſicians, who attended him, they 
do not come within my province; I have only en- 
deayourcd to give the Public a clear and coneiſe 
account of the miſchievous effects the Pever- 
Powders produced in the before recited caſe ; and 
am deeply concerned when I conſider that they 


have, by an injudicious application, been produc- 
K tive 
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tive of the loſs of a life ſo valuable, and fo im- 
tant to Society. 1 

I hope it will not here be deemed impertinent in 
an Apothecary to declare, that in the courſe of his 
buſineſs, he has had the opportunity of ſeeing ſe- 
veral Caſes wherein this noted Fever- Powder has 
proved highly injurious z which mult generally 
be the conſequence when an Antimonial Medicine, 
very violent frequently in its operation, has be- 
come ſo univerſally faſhionable, as to be admi- 
niſtered in almoſt all feveriſh complaints, -and'in 
all ſtages of fevers, and too often | ſuffered? to be 
given at the diſcretion of Old Women; or, at 

leaſt, by thoſe, who cannot have the ſmalſeſt pre- 
tenſions to medical knowledge 

At the ſame time it would be a proof of the 
greateſt want of candour not to acknowledge, chat 
much good has ariſen from the proper and ſ uf 
exhibition of Dr. James's Powders, in many. caſes 
of fevers.. From theſe conſiderations I am firmly 
of opinion, that theſe Powders, or indeed any 
other very powerful and active medicines, ſnouid 
ne ver be taken in any acute diſeaſe, but by the ad- 
vice and direction of a Phy ſician, or in his abſence 
an Apothecary. - 2 N 

As a confirmation of what I have advanced; I 
refer to the practice of Dr. James himſelf,” who 
always adminiſters his Fever- Powders with great 
caution-and circumſpection, and deſiſts from the 
exhibition of them, when he finds them not 0 
ate in the manner he wiſhed or expected. Isir 
then proper 10 trult a remedy frequently ſo very 


* Since the above was written, I have read ſome very in- 
enious remarks relative to Dr. James Fever-Powder; in a 
amphlet entitled, Obſervations on Antimony,” read be- 

'fore the Medical Society of London, by John Millar, M. D. 
which have confirmed me in my opinion on this ſobject. 


powerful 
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ul in its operation, in the hands of the un- 
ſkilful, who are incapable of forming à proper 

judgment either of its good or bad effects? 
I will here beg leave to lay before the Public, a 
circumſtance which has happened more than once 
within my practice, and which, I doubt not, has 
bkewiſe occurred to many of my brethren: A 
ntleman whom I had been uſed to attend for 
ſome years, ſent for me after he had been ill two 
days, and informed me, that he had taken Dr. 
James s Fever-Powders without finding himſelf any 
thing the better ; ſome of the doſes having cauſed 
him to vomit and purge violently, whilſt others 
bad a different effect. His ſervant, being an at- 
tentive man, brought me the remaining papers to 
lock at, which I put in my pocket, and weighed 
as ſoon as I came home: one weighed three, an- 
other four, and the third upwards of ſix grains. 
Now, as much depends on the exhibition of a 
proper quantity of this remedy, and even with that 
advantage its action is extremely uncertain, every 
reaſonable man muſt be convinced, that adminiſter- 
ing a medicine ſo powerful as theſe Fever-Powders 
are in ſo irregular a manner, muſt often be pro- 
ductive of the moſt ſerious conſequences. bi 
I wiſh to remove the film of prejudice from the 
of the Public, and to make them fee clearly 
great impropriety there is in indiſcriminately 
taking this or any other powerful medicinal pre- 
jon, without the previous advice of a perſon 
qualified to direct its exhibition: and 1 da affirm, 
that / if this caution were more attended to than it 
nerally is, much uneaſineſs would be prevented 
ſlight complaints, and the danger frequently 


in 
avoided in thoſe of a more ſerious nature. 


I hope the Public will be convinced, that in 
this relation of the unfartunate caſe of the late 


much- 


- - 


191 


much- reſpected Dr. Got bsuiru, I have no other 
defign than to give them a juſt repreſentation of 
the affair, and to convince them, that my conduct 
therein has been irreproachable : and as a proof 
of my ſincere deſire to render myſelt beneficial to 
mankind, and the preſent unfortunate caſe ſeeming 
to afford me a proper opportunity, I will take the 
liberty of laying down a few plain rules, which I 
hope will have a due attention paid to them by 
my readers. = vY 
Firſt; To thoſe who ate prepoſſeſſed in favour 
of Dr. James's Fever- Powder, and take or preſcribe 
it in too indiſcriminate a manner, I would earneſt- 
ly recommend to keep Apothecaries ſcales and 
weights by them, and whilſt they are in health. 
weigh it out in proper proportions, according to 
the effects they wiſh it ſhould produce, and have 
each parcel of the ſame weight wrapped up; and 
the quantity contained therein wrote on the out- 
bie “: or if proper fcales and wei cannot be 
readily obtained, to fend the Powders to a neigh- 
bouring Apothecary, and mention in writing (not 
by a verbal meſſage by-fervants, in a circumſtance 
of ſo much importance) the quantities to be 
weighed our. Many Gentlemen of the Temple, 
&c, whom I have not had the pleaſure of know- 
ng, have been ſo thoroughly convinced of the ne- 
ceſſity of this caution, that they have applied to 
me to have Dr. James's Fever-Powpers properly 
divided; which I always performed with the ut- 
moſt willingneſs, and do not in the leaſt doubt, 
tut that my Brother · Apothecaries, in a matter of 


* The above rule may to ſome perſons appear trifliag ; 
but they will perhaps change their opinion when (hey are 1n- 
ſormed, that it is an undoubted fact, that many keep Dy. 
James Fever- Powders confietitly by them when in healih, in 
order to make uſe of «hen they are occatonally taken il}, 

| C ſa 
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ſo much importance as the uſe of this very power- 
ful medicine, will be cqually ready, when appli- 
cation is made to them, to comply with a requeſt 
of this k ind. ton par 

Secondly, In a caſe of ſo much importance as 
the recovery of health, no perſon ſhould depend 
too much upon their on judgment; or, what is 
ſtil} worſe, implicitly rely on the judgment of ſuch 
of his ac quaintance who may accidentally drop in 
to viſit him: and who, from being engaged in 
pudſuits of a different nature, cannot be ſuppoſed 
to be poſſeſſed of medical knowledge. I have 
frequently, after reaſoning with my patient, per- 


- haps my friend, upon 'a ſubject ſo important 2s 


the uſe or abule of Dr. James's Fever-Powders, 
been filenced by the arrival of an acquaintance, 
who finding his friend's indiſpoſition to be a fe- 
veriſh complaint, has immediately adviſed the tak- 
ing of this active and powerful medicine, without 
aſking any previous queſtion whatever, which 
might; lead to a knowledge of the propriety or 
impropriety of ſuch advice. And here I cannot 
avoid making one additional remark, which 1s, 
That when a incdicinr, potent in its operation, 1s 
once taken, the die is cat; The natural conle- 
quences of the preparation, whether beneficial or 
pernicious, will inevitably follow; and that friend 

or acquaintance whole officious tenCerneſs has led 
him to recommend (tor, want of an adequate de- 
gree of knowledge) an improper medicine, cannot, 
after it has once been adminiſtered, prevent or 
counteract its effects, however dangerous or fatal. 
He cannot then check thoſe inceſſant vomitings, 
purgings, and other -4ncreated ſecretions, which 
the PFever-Powder too frequently produces ; nor 
can he reſtore the muſcular and vaicular ſtrength, 
when reduced to. che .loweſt,,cbb by the violent 


"ud wg operation 
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operation of this, or any other powerful medicine. 
] am the rather induced to make this obſervation, 
from the preſent reigning propenſity to quackery, 
which has been excited by the numerous adver- 
tiſements of Nos ru uus (the productions of artful, 
intereſted, and often ignorant men) which perpe- 
rually appear in the News-papers, as well as by 
hand- bills offered us in the public ſtreets, to the 
diſgrace of our police; and by which means the 
unwary, as well as the too credulous wealthy peo- 
ple in this country, are moſt eſſentially, and ſome- 
times fatally injured. | 

Thirdly, I could wiſh it were poſſible (for the 
writer, though a perſon of no great conſequence 
in lite, has the molt friendly diſpoſitions to all 
mankind) to perſuade the generality of people, 
and more particularly thoſe of rank or opulence, 
who are apt to be the molt impatient when attack- 
ed with any diſorder, ro HAVE A LITTLE MOR? 
PATIENCE AT THE COMMENCEMENT OP A bis- 
BASE ; and though they ſhould be ſeized with a 
violent head-ach, pain in their limbs, hear, and 
other febrile ſymptoms ; or, indeed, the ſymp- 
toms of any acute diſeaſe, whether topical or ge- 
neral Inflammations, Rheumatic Fever, &c. not 
too precipitately to apply (expecting immediate 
eale and relief) to Dr. James's Powders, or any 
other very powerful active medicine; for altho' 
theſe ſymptoms may be extremely dilagrerable to 
bear, yet a very ſhort time has often produced a 
total treedom trom this uneaſy ſituation; ard [ 
dare ſay that every Practitioner, as well as myſelf, 
bas ſcen innumerable inſtances, particulaily in fe- 
veriſn attacks, wherein by going to bed, and 
drinking two or three half pints of warm Moun- 
tain-whey, or other warm diluting liquors, 2 
Kindly — has broken out in an hour or two, 

te 2 which 


K 
which excretion has carried off all the ſymptoms 
that produced ſuch ſtrong apprehenſions in the 
perſon taken ill; and I will venture to affirm, that 
greater numbers have done well at the beginning 
of Fevers, and other acute diſeaſes, by acting in 


the above manner, than by taking Dr. Fames's 
Powders , though the Public Ledger does indeed 


inform vs, almoſt every day, that this celebrated 


Noſtrum “ will generally cure a Fever in a few 
* hours, though attended with every bad ſymp- 


tom.“ But 1 will take upon me to aſſert, that 


many perſons, by attending to the above precau- 
tions, have immediately put a ſtop to the diſeaſe, 
and thereby prevented thoſe dangerous conle- 
quences which were to be apprehended from it; 
whereas, if they had taken the Fever-Powpers, 
or indeed any other very powerful medicine, they 
would have ſo much interrupted Nature in the 
courſe of her operations, as to prevent her giving 
her kind aſſiſtance in the further progreſs of the 
diſorder : and I am certain, that the injudicious 
application of potent remedies, at the beginning 
of diſeaſes, has not only been productive of long 
and tedious illneſſes, but has too frequently occa- 
ſioned the loſs of a truly valuable life to the com- 
munity . For it is an indiſputable axiom, — 

when- 


Dr. Millar, in the Pamphlet before referred to, has the 


following obſervations relative to the uſe of Dr. Jame!'s Fe- 


— 


der · Puder. In the courſe,” ſays he, of more than 


„twenty years pradtice, though I have never 2 this 
„% medicine, yet 1 haye not, after fairly declari 


4:82 ing my opi- 
nion, oppoſed its being given when deſired by the ck or 


their relations ; and as the cure, where I have been con- 
« cerned, has been wholly committed to it, without the ad- 
« dition of any medicine, or even regimen, excepting what 


is deſcribed in the printed directions, or what the inventor 


© red of obſerving ics effects 3 to w 


«+ himfelf has ordered, ſome fair opportugities have occur- 
e. 
« infor- 
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whenever powerful means are adminiſtered, if the 
conſequences are not beneficial, they mult be ex. 
ceedingly pernicious, and perhaps fatal and ir- 
reparable, 

Principiis obſta is an excellent maxim, and what 
I would recommend to every one; take care in 
the beginning of a diſorder, and you will nine 
times aut of ten ſave yourlelf the trouble of ap- 


plying to any powerful Noſtrum whatever; for it 


requently happens that when the diſeaſe has ob- 
tained full poſſeſſion, ſerò medicina paratur. 

The deſire I have to warn mankind againſt the 
fatal effects produced by the indiſcriminate exhi- 
bition of various potent medicines, has poſſibly 
betrayed me into an improper warmch of expret- 
fion (perhaps not altogether ſo prudent fur one in 
my preſent ſituation of lite) which I flatter myſelf 
will be excuſed by the humane and ſenſible part of 
the Public, when it is conſidered, that the pre- 
ſervation of the lives of my fellow-creatures was 
the principal incitement to it. 

I could here expatiate amply on the uſe of 
bleeding, bliſters, antimonials, and other potent 


„ information that could be obtained, with a mind open to 


« conviction, I have 88 Rb has, as = 
evidence unfavoar- 


* all our former reſearches, . 
« able to the fame of the Peauder. 

la ſome inſtances it has occaſioned fainting, convulſions, 
„% and other violent ſymptoms, which terrified thoſe who 
„ pave it. In all which | have ſeen it has proved unſucceſs- 
* ful, though, in ſome caſes, the care has afterwards been 
„ accompli by ſafer methods; and in thoſe where it 
% was t00 late to uſe any other remedies, the ſick have died, 
*+ although it was probable they might have recovered by a 
«« different management, which bas ſucceeded je ſimilar in+ 
* ftances ; but from an abuſed and miſplaced confidence, 
„ has been too often ſet aſ de to make way for this favourite 


& medicice.” Oer vai «as Latimeny, page 92, 93. 
| remedies 
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remedies in acute diſeaſes; but the preſent un- 
happy occaſion requiring a ſpeedy publication of 
this little production, my other avocations will not 
permit me at preſent to think of it. But if 1 
ſhould be bleſſed with health and opportunity, 1 
may poſſibly, at ſome future period, trouble the 
Public with my ſentiments on theſe important 
means of relief and recovery; and endeavour to 
ſnew, upon rational and conſiſtent principles, that 
theſe very powerful medical applications require 
the cleareſt ideas of the cauſes and progrels of 
diſeaſes, to render them truly uſeful in the heal- 
ing art. e | 

I have now finiſhed the relation of this unhappy 
caſe, and thoſe obſervations to which it has given 
riſe; and I apprehend, that the hints which | have 


thrown out on the too early application of power- 


ful remedies, in the beginning of acute diſeaſes, 
cannot be wholly improper. I have, indeed, been 
the more ſtimvlated to this publication by the 


opinion of ſome of my friends; who in the rela- 


tion of the caſe, requeſted me to make it public 
for the general good, and with a view to prevent 
ſuch unfortunate incidents in future, I was at fiiſt 
rather averſe to this; but as Dr. Gorbsuirn's 
death is now become a ſubje of general converſa- 
tion, and various reports have —— propagated 
reſpecting my conduct, during my attendance 
upon him, I hope the Public will do me the juſtice 
to believe, that no vain deſire of appearing in the 
character of an Author, has occaſioned the pub- 


| Lcation of theſe pages; but that a ſolicitude to 


give a juſt repreſentation of the beginning of the 
s illneſs, and to prevent, as much as in my 


power, the indiſcriminate and injudicious applica- 


tion of any very powerful medicine, were the only 
$51 motives 
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motives that induced me to ſubmit this to the in- 
ſpection of the Public. 

As theſe were really the motives to which this 

ublication owes its origin, I hope my readers will 
be ſufficiently equitable and candid to give them 
their full force ; and if they do this, and endea- 
vour to profit by the relation of this unfortunate 
caſe, * the few plain rules which I have laid 
down to prevent an improper treatment of perſon 
in thoſe of a ſimilar nature, I ſhall think my ſe 
abundantly rewarded ; and that any trouble with 
which this appeal to the Public may have been 
attended, has been much more than ſufficiently 
compenlated. 5 8 

Before I conclude, it may not be improper to 
obſerve, (as a kind of apology for ſome particu 
lars which are before relate:t to have paſſed be- 
tween me and Dr. Gor.ysMITH) that he was bred 
a Phylician, and therefore it was natural to con- 
verſe with him on the ſubject of his diforder in a 
medical manner; but his attention had been fo 
wholly abſorbed by polite literature, that it pre- 
vented him from raaking any great progreſs in 
medical ſtudies. As an elegant Writer, he will 
always be held in the higheſt eſteem by all perſons 
of true taſte. His Traveller and Deſerted Village 
are deſervedly numbered amongſt the beſt poetical 
productions of the prelent age; and ſome of his 
eſſays, and other pieces, are very advantageouſly 
diſtinguiſhed by genuine wit and native humour, 
It ſhould alſo be remembered, that he was not 
only an excellent writer, but a molt amiable man. 
His humanity and generolity greatly exceeded the 
narrow limits of his fortune ; and thole who were 
no judges of the literary merit of the Author, 
could not but love the Man tor that benevolence 
by which he was ſo ſtrongly characteriſed, 
| N. J. 
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N. B. As my late reſpected and ingenious 
friend, Dr. GoLysMITH, was pleaſed to honour 
Dr. Cogan and myſelf with his patronage and aſ- 
ſiſtance ix THE UNDERTAKING FOR THE REC0- 
VERY OF PERSONS APPARENTLY DEAD BY DROWN- 
ING, AND OTHER SUDDEN ACCIDENTS, now on the 

int of being eſtabliſhed in this kingdom; I think 

cannot ſhew a greater proof of my eſteem for the 
deceaſed, than by applying the profits of this 
Publication (if any ſhould ariſe) to an inſtitution, 
the deſign of which was favoured with his ap- 
probation. 75 
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APPEN D I X. 
HOEVER publiſhes any obſervations to 


W the world, however calculated for general 


utility, which may have a tendency to give of- 

fence to interefled people, and be ſuppoſed un- 

favourable to their views, will be ſure to meet 

with illiberal attacks from them, or from their 

ts. This has been my caſe, in conſequence 

my having printed this Pamphlet. I have been 

treated in the Newſpapers with much — 
on account of the obſervations which I have m 

concerning the injurious and pernicious uſe of Dr. 

f uss PoWwozas. It was ſuppoſed that my pub- 

ication might be prejudicial to the ale of this fa» 

mous medicine, and therefore I incurred the indig- 

nation of thoſe who derive large pecuniary profits 

from it. But as I am conſcious of the uprightneſs of 

my own intentions, I am little concerned at the 

abuſe of mercenary people. However, as I have a 

great — for the opinion of the — Pub- 

ic, I have thought it not im to ſubjoin to 

this Edition a be additional — on the ſub- 

ject, and on ſome obſervations which have a - 

ed in the Newſpapers relative to my conduct. I 

was, indeed, ſomewhat prepared for the ſcurrility 

# which has been thrown out againſt me, by a very 

5 expreſſive declaration which Mr. Francis New- 


\ bery, jun, made to me himſelf, and the meaning 
4 D of 


4 
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of which could not be miſtaken; namely, that 
* fay what I would, Thz Fever-Powper was 
„Is PROPERTY AND HE WOULD DEFEND IT,” 

Mr. NW BEN alſo thought proper, with a can- 
dour worthy of himſclf, to inſinuate, though with- 
out the leaſt foundation, that the Fever- Powder 
which way taken by Dr. Gol osuirn, and which 
was ſent to him from my ſhop, was not the ge- 
nuine fort. To this I anſwer, That as this Me- 
dicine is in ſuch general vogue that almoſt every 
Apothecary is obliged to keep it, it has alſo occa- 
ſionally been ſold at my ſhop ; but I ſolemnly de- 
clare that J have never fold any but what was 
bought by me, or my ſervant, at Mr. Newbery's, 
and that this was the caſe with that which was 
taken by Dr. GoLpsMITH. And therefore | think 
there can be no impropriety in inſerting here the 
following Declarations, alchaugh they have already 
appeared in the Public Advertiſer; and thoſe by 
whom theſe Declarations were made, arc ready to 
atteſt the truth of the particulars upon oath, if 
required, 


1 


I declare that Dr. Gorsuirn refuſed having 
any medicines adminiſtered to him whatever, ex- 
cepting Dr. Fames's Powder; upon which I re- 
turned to my maſter's houſe, and carried one 
. r, which I took from the packet, and divided 
it into four parts, that it might be adminiſtered in 
proper doſes. And I further declare, that it was 
the Genuine Feuer-Pouder bought at the ſhop of 
Francis Newbery, jun. in St. Paul's Church-yard. 


May 1, 1774. EDMUND DEARNS, 
NR Sa þ Journeyman to Mr. Hawes. 


Edmund 


* * * * * 
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 Eomvunt Draxxs called upon me about twelve 
&*clack on Friday night, the 25th of March, to 
hold the candle. I ſaw him take out ſomething 
wrapped up on MARBLE PAPER, AND A LARGE 
BROAD SEAL ON IT. I aſked him what that was ? 
He broke the ſeal, and at the ſame time faid, Ir 
was James's Powp Ex. This I do declare to be 
true, and am ready to certify upon oath, if te- 


quired, 
MARY FRATT, 
Servant to Mr. Hawes. 


o * * * * 


In juſt ice to my Friend and Truth, I think it 
proper ro CONTRADICT Mas. SMITH 1N ONE Ob 
HER ASSERTIONS IN NEWBERY'S PARAGRAPH, On 
the gth of April I called on Mr. Hawes, to go 
with me to ſpend the evening in the Strand, He 
told me he muſt wait a few minutes, as he had 
ordered Dr. GoLDsM1iTH's Nurſe to call to be paid. 
She went into his parlour behind the (hop, and, I 
believe, was there about five minutes, In going 
out through the ſhop, Mr. Hawes lays to the 
Nurſe, ** Nurſe, for God's fake, whenever you are 
&« ſent for again to people that ate ill, always de- 
% fire them not to take James's Powder, without 
„the conſent or advice of ſome phyſical man.” 
She made anſwer and ſaid, ** Six, | will;“ and 
ſaid not another word on the ſubject. It required, 
I will teltify the above on oath. 


Hlert. rect, No. 72, W. TOWNSEND. 
May 1, 1774 
* - * * * 
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It deſerves to be remembered, that Mr. New- 
BERY in the Declarations which he has, by ſome 
means or other, procured ® from the Nurſe, Mary 
Ginger, &c. appears himſelf ro admit, that Dr. 
Got sur received great injury from the Pow- 
der, but pretends it was not Dr. James's. I have 
given the beſt evidence that the nature of the caſe 
will admit, and am ready to authenticate it in the 
Arongeſt manner, that the Powder taken by Dr. 
GOLDSMITH was really that fold at Newbery's for 
James's genuine Fever- Powder. If then Dr. Gol o- 
gur was greatly injured, as even Mr, Newbery 
himſelf ſuppoſes, by the Fever Powder taken by 
him, it was no other than Dr. James's, bought at 
Francis Newbery's, jun. in St. Paul's church-yard. 
With reſpect to an objection that has been made, 
that if I diſapproved of the uſe of the Fever - Pow- 
der in Dr. GoLpsMITH's caſe, I ſhould not have 
ſuffered it to be ſent to him from my ſhop; in 
order to judge rightly of this matter, the uſual 

ractice of Apothecaries ſhould be conſidered. 

hough we may diſapprove of the exhibition of 
ſuch a medicine as this, yet it has come into ſuch 
general vſe, that it is never ſuppoſed that we 
— a right to refuſe it in Fever caſes, if the pa- 
tient or his friends inſiſt on it; and more eſpecial - 


I make uſe of this expreſſon, becauſe I have good reaſn 
to ſuppoſe, that ſome improper art. have been uſed to pre- 
ail on the nurſe, Mary Ginger, &c. to fign the Declarations 
by Mr. Newbery ; for as to the Nurſe in particular, ſhe 
made uſe of a very different language to me, from that inſert- 
ed in the printed Declaration, to which her name is affixed. 
And of this the teſtimony of Mr. Townſend is a ſufficſent 
evidence. : 

N. B. It may be proper alſo here to inform the Public, 
that Mr. MaxwzLt bas aſſured me his name was inſerted in 
the Public Advertiſer (in order to ſupport Mr. Newbery's 
Declaratione) without his conſent or approbation, or even 
knowledge. 
| * 
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ly to a Gentleman, like Dr. Gorsuirn, who had 
been himſelf in ſome degree engaged in the pro- 
feſſion of Phyſic. I thought I had done my duty, 
by earneſtly remonſtrating againſt the uſe of a mo- 
dicine which I ſuppoſed to be imp mw in his caſe. 
It ſhould alſo be — that though I diſap- 
proved of Dr. Gorosuirn's taking Dr. James 
Powder, I could not — — with cer- 
tainty that it would be productive of ſuch fatal 
effects. But when theſe had unfortunately taken 
place, I thought it an Ac or bur to the Public 
to make the affair ſo generally known, as to put 

people on their guard againſt an injudicious and 
diſcriminate uſe of this, or any other power- 
ful and active medicine; and for this, 
hend, I could not be cenſured by any candid or 
equitable man ; and the rather, as I had no more 
intereſt in diſcouraging the ſale of the Fever- Pow- 
der, than I had in promoting it. 

Since the publication of my Pamphlet, much 
pains has been taken to propagate in the papers 
an account of Six Txomas RopBinson being cured 
of a Fever by Dx. Jauss Powpzr, Suppoling 
this account to be ſtrictly true, it diſproves no- 
thing which I have advanced in my publication. 
I always admitted, that it was a good medicine in 
ſome caſes of Fevers and only condemned its be- 
ing exhibited in Fevers of every kind, without a 
due conſideration of the eſſential difference in 
ſuch complaints. Ir 1s, however, ſomewhat un- 
favourable to the reputation of a medicine which 
is ſo generally uſed, that only one ſucceſsful caſe 
ſhould be produced in about three months. This 
ſeems rather to corroborate the ſentiments of Dr. 
MirrAa, that it is more — * 
or pernicious, than otherwiſe. 


As 
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As my concern in the management of the late 
Dr. Gol sur n's affairs has made ſome noiſe, 1 
think it proper, in juſtice to my own character, to 
publiſh the following Letter. 


Mr. HAWES, | London, Junk 10, 1774. 


IN a few hours I purpoſe leaving town, and 
Naw return you moſt ſincere thanks for your kind 
behaviour to me ſince my arrival here. I allo am 
thoroughly convinced of your care, afliduity, and 
diligence, with reſpect to my brother Doctor 
GoLpsMIiTH. I am alſo convinced; that as his 
affairs were put into your hands by Sir Joſhua 
Reynolds, he could have choſe no one who would 
.haye ated with more cautien and diſintereſtedneſs 
than you have done; for which you have my 
ſincere wiſhes for the welfare of you and your's. 
I am, Sir, with thanks and reſpects to your 
family, 


Your much obliged humble Servant; 
MAURICE GOLDSMITH, 


S * WS. * -; * 


Sir Josua REvynoLDs, Mr. Bux kk, Mr. Borr, 
and others of Dr. Golpsuirn's beſt and mot 
eſteemed friends, have allo teſtified their appto- 
bation of my conduct. 


The following letter having been communi» 
cated to me, it would be, perhaps, a kind of in- 
juſtice to the Public to conceal it; but I ſhail 


leave them to make their own obſcrvations on it. 
* To 
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To Mr. HA WES. 
Sin, 

AS there has been ſome altercation in the 
ublic papers relating to James's Fever- Powder 
in reſpect to Dr. GoLDSMITH taking it, it becomes 
neceſſary to explain to the Public ſome facts in 
regard to the preparations of that Powder. — A 
PERSON now is, and has been employed for many 
years to make it, who is often much in liquor at 
the time ſhe is going through the proceſs, which takes 
up many hours before a [trong fire. Without 
doubt, this may occaſion the Powder not always to 
be made alike, and many times improperly pre- 
| pared; and when fo, it of courſe may not have tbe 
defired effef on thoſe who take it. To prove this, 
let the ſpecific gravity of it made at different times 
be tried, and it will be found to vary much: this 
has been done many times accurately, by an hy- 
droſtatical ballance, by a perſon who had an op- 
portunity of knowing when Powders of different 
makings were delivered to the perſon who puts it 
into papers, in order to be ſealed up. A meaſure 
is made uſe of for that purpoſe. This meaſure, 
though filled always exactly alike, will for the 
above reaſons ſometimes produce twenty grains, 
ſometimes upwards, to nearly thirty grains; con- 
ſequently the powder will differ in its quatITY 
AND EFFICACY.—The — who has proved it as 
above, knows the exact proceſs of making theſe 
Powders, and he is certain it requires A PERSON 
TO BE SOBER, ATTENTIVE, AND OF JUDGMENT, 
TO GO THROUGH THE OPERATION OF MAKING IT 
PROPERLY AND ALWAYS ALIKE.—The whole of 

the above will be atteſted, if neceſſary. 
I am, Sir, your obedient humble Servant, 

| MEANWELL. 


The Writer of the above communicated his name to me, 
and I can give information concerning him to any Gentle. 
man of character who may require it. 
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I fhall likewiſe take this opportunity of ſub- 
Joining the following letters which have been pub- 
lickly addreſſed to me. 


To Mr. HAWES. 

4, SI R. 5 I 

have read your little publication with atten- 
tion and pleaſure. The great caution and mo- 
deration with which you ſpeak of that celebrated 
Powder, does you honour, and adds weight to 
your narrative. No one will doubt of the JusTice 
of your remarks, but a NosTrum VenDER, and 
a Nosraux SWALLOWER, It is as clear an axiom 
as any that can be laid down, That there is no 


medicine particularly active in its effects, but what 


may be of pernicious conſequence injudiciouſly 
| adminiſtered ; it is no leſs obvious, that nine per- 
ſons out of ten, who take them of their own ac- 


cord, take them improperly.— The concluſion is 


_ equally obvious. 

The public character of Dr. GoLpamiTH has 
given you a fair opportunity of exhibiting to the 

world one example of the horrid deeds done in the 
dark by powerful medicines, in the hands of the 
patient himſelf, or of his nurſe; and there is every 
reaſon to fear, that were all the inſtances of their 
fatal effects equally brought forth to public view, 
they. would. infinitely exceed (without the aſſiſtance 
nury, too) the numerous affidavits of ſucceſs 
with which our papers are crowded, 

There is one thing remarkable in the declara- 
tion of Dr. GoLpsMITH's attendants in his laſt ill- 
nels. They attribute his death to the Powders 
your ſervant adminiſtered, Nay, Mr. Newbery 


himſelf 
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himſelf reſts his cauſe upon this article. But as 
you have now convinced the world that theſe were 
Dr. James's Powders, and given in à prudent 
doſe, Mr. Newbery muſt be forced to acknow- 
ledge that Dr. James's Powders have done this in- 
jury to the unhappy victim, and to the Public. I 
hope this ſhocking event will make the venders of 
advertiſed medicines more moderate in their aſ- 
ſertions, as well as teach the purchaſers to be a 
little more circumſpe in the uſe of them. 


e A Friend to the Public. 


To the Printer of the MoaumO CaxronicLe. 


SIR, 

There is hardly any thing which gives a man 
of candour and equity mote concern, than the 
frequent inſtances which we ſee in the world 

ons of worth and humanity being expoſed to 
cenſure and calumny, for no other reaſon than 
their having laboured to render themſelves uſeful 
members of Society. 
We have a remarkable inſtance of this in the 
caſe of Mr. Hawes, who attended the late Dr. 
GoLD$SMITH as an Apothecary during his late ill- 
neſs z of the circumſtances of which he has lately” 
publiſhed a fair, candid, and accurate account, 
But for his conduct in this affair, for which he is 
entitled to the thanks of the Public, he has been 
treated in an injurious manner in the Newſpapers. 
The cauſc of this is ſufficiently apparent. Mr. 
Hawts was thoroughly convinced, that Dr. James 
Powder had been highly injurious in Dr. GoLp» 
sutru's caſe, and he very frankly publiſhed that 
opinton, te could not have aRed fairly by the 


Public, bad he done otherwiſe ; but at the ſame 
E 3 
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time he candidly acknowledged, that this Medicine, 
in many caſes of Fevers, was highly beneficial, 
and through the whole of his pamphlet he has 
treated Dr, James himſelf with great decency and 
politenefs. In what he has ſaid of theſe Powders, 
when adminiſtered irregularly, and in improper 
caſes, he will hardly be contradicted by one man 
of ſenſe in the kingdom, who is any judge of me- 
dical matters, and who is not intereſted in the ſale 
of theſe Powders. Dr. MitLas, in his Treatiſe 
on. Antimony lately publiſhed, has ſpoken more 
ſtrongly of the pernicious effects of the Fever- 
Pewders than Mr. Hawzs has done ; and has in- 
timated, that he ſcarcely ever knew them to pro- 
duce any good effects to patients in ſuch caſes. 
Mr. Hawzs is more favourable to theſe Powders ; 
he acknowledges they. may be uſeful in ſome caſes 
of Fevers, though highly injurious in others; and 
his obſervations on this ſubject will, I believe, be 
approved of by every impartial perſon who pe- 
ruſes his pamphlet. 
Upon the whole, the part which Mr. Hawrs 
has taken in this affair is perfectly conſiſtent with 
the general humanity of his character, and which 
has led him with Dr. Coo Ax to be ſo aſſiduous in 
eſtabliſhing in this kingdom an inſtitution for the 
REecoveRY OF PERSONS APPARENTLY DEAD BY 
DROWNING, An inſtitution of the ſame kind has 
been the means of ſaving many perſons from dea'h 
in HoLLawD;; and has been lately ſct on foot by 
the higheſt authority in FRance. And the Society 
now formed by Dr. Cocan and Mr, Hawes, 
under the patronage of our preſent worthy Loa p- 
MavoR, bids fair to be productive of the molt 
ſalutary conſequences in this kingdom, 


A Friend to Tſumanity. 


I have 
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I have now finiſhed my Aeyenpix, and ſubmit 
the whole to the candid Public; and ſhall only 
add, that if by the various and mean arts uſed by 
the proprietors and venders of Quack Medicines, 
to give their noſtrums ſanction with the Public, 
men were only deprived of ſome of their property, 
it would comparatively be a matter of little con- 
lideration ; but when the lives of men are often 
loſt, or endangered, in conſequence of quack ad- 
vertiſements, inſerted with no better view than 
that of vending halt-crown powders, &c. it then 
becomes the duty of every honeſt man to point 
out the danger neceſſarily attendant on thole per- 
ſons who are ſo ready to be deluded by the putts 
of noſtrum-mongers; and if 1 have the happi- 
neſs to be of any ſervice to my felluw-creatures by 
this publication, 1 ſhall pay but little regard to 
the cenſures of the intereſted and malevolent, 
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ADDRESS to the PUBLIC, 


A S THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS relates 
to a ſubject in which every individual is in- 
tereſted, the writer wiſhes to render the knowledge 
of it as general as poſſible, and for that reaſon has 
thought proper to publiſh it, 

The cuftom of laying out the bodies of the perſons 
ſuppoſed to be dead, as ſoon as reſpiration ceaſes, 
and the interment of them before the ſigns of pu- 
trefaction appear, has been REY oppoſed by 
men of learning and humanity in this and other 
countries. MONS. BRUHIER, in particular, a 
phyſician of great eminence in Paris, publiſhed a 
piece, about thirty years ago, intitled, * The Un- 
certainty of the Signs of Death ,” in which he 
clearly proved, from the teſtimonies of various 
authors, and the atteſtations of unexceptionable 
witneſſes, that many perſons who have been buri- 
ed alive, and were providentially diſcovered in that 
ſtate, had been reſcued from the grave, and enjoyed 
the pleaſures of ſociety for ſeveral years after, 

But notwithſtanding the numerous and well au- 
thenticated fatts of this kind, the cuſtom above- 
mentioned remains in full force, As ſoon as the 
Jemblance of death appears, the chamber of the ſlick 

. 13 


Et BD 


is deferted by friends, relatives, and phyſicians : 
and the apparently dead, though frequently /tv11s 
body, is committed to the management of an ig- 
norant and unfeeling nurſe, whoſe care extends no 
farther than lay ing the limbs ſtraight; and ſecuring 
her accuſtomed ſpoil. The bed cloaths are im- 
mediately removed, and the body is expoſed to 
the air, which, when cold, muſt extinguiſh the little 
Jpark of life that may remain, and which, by a dif- 
erent treatment, might have been kindled into 
flame“. 

Jam willing, however, to hope, that ſince it 
has of late been ſo frequently demonſtrated; that 
the vital principle may exiſt, where the character- 
iſtics of death, except putrefaction, are preſent, be 
rational part of the community are, at length, dit- 
poſed to pay ſome attention to this ſubject. 

Wich that hope I ſhall venture to particularize 
a few of the caſes in which this fal/acious appear- 
ance is moſt likely to happen, and point out the 
mode of treatment, which according to the belt of 
my judgment, ſhould be reſpeCtively adopted. 

iN APOPLECTIC AND FAINTING FITS, 
and in thole ariſing from any violent agitation ot 
mind, and alſo when opium or ſpirituous liquors 


have been taken in too great a quantity +, there is 
| realon 


* Alluding to the motto of the medal given by the Humane 

iety, Latear Scintillula For ſan. an, 
+ 1 mould think myſelf extremely culpable if I negleQed 
this opportunity of cautioning parents and nurjes againſt the 
free uſe of GopFaty's Corpial.. It is a ſtrong ſolution of 
opium, and, I am perſuaded, that the fleep it produces, has 
proved the fleep of death to thouſands of children. When 
this poiſonous cordial has been given in a dangerous doſe, 
and a diſcovery of it is made, before the power of ſwallow- 
jag is Joſt, it will be adviſeable to give the child a tea-ſpoon- 
fel of jprcacuan wine every quarter of an hour, till the con- 
| tents 
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reaſon to believe that the appearance of death hes 
been frequently miſtaken for the reality. In theſe 
caſes, the means recommended by the Humane So. 
ciety, ſhould be perfevered in for ſeveral hours, 
and bleeding, which, in ſimilar circumſtances, has 
ſometimes proved pernicious, ſhould be uſed with 
great caution. | 
ln the two latter inſtances it will be highly ex- 
pedient, with a view of ccunteracting the ſopbori- 
fic effefts of opium and ſpirits, to convey into the 
ttomach, by a proper tube, a ſolution of tartar 
emetic, and by various other means, to excite 
vomiting, hs 

FROM THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN 
carried off by convulfions, and the certainty, arifing 
from undoubted facts. that ſome who have in ap- 
pearance died from that cauſe, have been recover- 
ed *, there is the greateſt reaſon tor concluding, 


rents of the ſtomach ate diſcharged, Sc pope 29 of the 
Examination if the Riv. Mr. J. L Primitive E, in- 
rer/per ſod act Medical tema: i, and grattical cljerwations, hal- 
4 A by th gre nt awriter. 

* A remarkable fot of this kind may be found in the 
FE phemerid, Medico Phyſ —Germ, Ann. OR. the ſubſtance 
of which is as follows :.--A gil, about feven years of age, 
who bed been ſor ſome weeks before troubled with a bad 
covgh, was tvdden)y ſeized with a fit; a phyfician vas im- 
mediately {ent for, who, hnding that ihe heart and lungs had 
ceaſed to perform their fonctions, that her lips and cheeks 
were pale, and her temples ſunk, concluded that life was ir- 
recoverably loſt, For the ſatisfaftian, Lowerer, of her afflict- 
ed parems, a clyſter wes edminiftered, and her wriſts were 
chaſed with ſprrivucus water; but no fign ef life appearivg, 
the ſoles of the fert were ordered to be rubbed with Prong 
rise; and the fiction was contnucd, without intermiffion, 
three quarters of an hour; at the end of which time ſhe be- 
gan o breathe, The friftion way then increaſed; two or 
three deep inipirations followed, and in a ſhort time the 
child, who was ſuppoicd to be dead by the phybeoian, as well 
as the by-ſlancers, was, to the ſurpriſe of both, and the 
great joy of her parents, reſtored to life and healch. 
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that many, in conſequence. of this diſeaſe, have 
been prematurely numbered among the dead; and 
that the fond parent, by neglecting the means of 
recalling life, has often been the guiltleſs executi- 
oner of her own offspring. 

To prevent the commiſſion of ſuch dreadful 
miſtakes, no child, whoſe life has been apparently 
extinguiſhed by convulſions, ſhould be configned 10 
the grave, till the means of recovery above recom- 
mended in apoplexies, &c. have been tried; and, 
if poſſible, under the direction of ſome ſtilful 
practitioner of medicine, who may vary them as 
circumſtances ſhall require. | 

WHEN FEVERS ARISE IN WEAK HA- 
BITS, or when the cure of them has been princi- 

y attempted by means of depletion, the con- 
ſequent debility is often very great, and the pati- 
ent ſometimes links into a ſtate which bears /o 
cloſe an affinity to that of death, that I am afraid, 
it has too often deceived the by-ſtander, and in- 
duced them to ſend for the undertaker, when hey 
ſhould bave had recourſe to the ſuccours of medi- 
cine. 

In ſuch caſes, Volatiles, Eau de luce, for ex- 
ample, ſhould be applied to the noſe, rubbed on 
the temples, and ſprinkled often about the bed 
hot flannels, moiſtened with a ſtrong ſolution ot. 
camphorated ſpirit, may likewiſe be applied over 
the breaſt, ws renewed every quarter of an hour 
and as ſoon as the patient is able to ſwallow, a tca- 
ſpoonful of the ſtrongeſt cordial ſhould be given 
every five minutes. 

The ſame methods may alſo be uſed with pro- 
priety in the SMALL PORX, when the puftulcs 
link, and death y pang enſues ; and hkewiſe 
in am other acule diſeaſes, when the vital ſunttions 
are ſuſpended for a ſimilar cauſe. en 
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EVEN IN OLD AGE, when life ſeems to haye 
been gradually drawing to a clole, the appearances 
of death are often fallacious, 


„Not many years ſince, a lady in Cornwall, 
** more than eighty years of age, who had been a 
* conſiderable time declining, took to her bed, 
„ and, in a few days, ſeemingly expired in the 
morning. As ſhe had often deſired not to be 
« buried, till ſhe had been two days dead, her re- 
* quett was to have been regularly complied with 
* by her relations. All that ſaw her looked upon 
«© her as dead, and the report was current through 
* the whole place ; nay, a gentleman of the rown 
* actually wrote to his friend in the iſland of Scil- 
ly, that ſhe was deceaſed. Bur one of thoſe who 
were paying the laft kind office of humanity to 
her remains, perceived ſome warmth about the 
middle of the back, and acquainting her friends 
with it, they applied a mirrour to her mouth; 
but after repeated trials, could not obſerve it 
in the leaſt gained ; her under jaw was likewiſe 
* fallen, as the common phraſe is, and, in ſhort, 
* ſhe had every appearance of a dead perſon, All 
this time ſhe had not been ſtripped or undreſſed, 
* but the windows were opened, as is uſual in the 
* chambers of the deceaſed. In the evening, the 
* heat ſeemed to increaſe, and at length ſhe was 
perceived to breathe.” 
See Lond. Chron, vol. IV. p. 4655 


It was the intention of the writer to publiſi a 
work upon this ſubject, but as his various avoca- 
tions will not permit him to carry that deſign into 
execution, he thought it his duty to throw out the 
above hints; and if they ſhould be the means of 
preventing one perſon - om being laid out; — 
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what is more horrible, Buried alive, it will afford 
the writer a pleaſure of the nobleſt kind, that, 


ariſing from the conſciouſneſs of Going good to his 
fellow-creatures. 


Palſgrave Place, Sept. 5, W. HAWES. 


P. 8, If that regard be paid to the above ad- 
dreſs, which the ſubject of it ſeems to demand, 
and any life or lives be ſaved in conſequence of the 
hints that I have thrown out, tlie communication 
of any ſuch inſtances of ſucceſs, will be eſteemed a 
particular favour; as it will afford the moſt ſolid 
pleaſure, and be a ſatisfaFory evidence that a man, 
who labours to promote the intereſts of humanity, 
will be attended to by the Public. 


To 
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In Reply to the Addreſs ſigned 
W. I. A. W- 3k 


PINIONS founded in error. where they have 

a tendency to affect the public weltare, can- 

not be too early refuted. The ſubſequent cur- 

ſory remarks are left to be enlarged on by thoſe 

whoſe abilities and ſituation are more favourable 
for ſuch diſcuſſion. 

The general addreſs, relative to the protraton re- 
commended in burying the dead, is by far of a more 
alarming nature than any thing that has hitherto 
tranſpired, reſpecting our martial operations on the 
other ſide of the Atlantic. Dreadful might be 
the reſult, ſhould ſuch advice be univerſally ad- 
hered to. Diſcaſe has ever proved more fatal than 
the weapons of art; and the adoption of the ſen- 
timents alluded to, would be to produce a general 

ſtilence. | 

The author inſinuates, that the dead ſhould not 
be interred, or rather, that they ſhould not even be 
prepared for that intention, till ſigns of external 
putrefatiion appear, which often may not happen till 
ſeveral days 4 the internal corruption ot the 
viſcera, The impropricty of ſuch inſinuation 
muſt be obvious to every one who conliders the 
obnoxious influence of reſpired air impregnated 
with the contaminating effluvia of mortihed bo- 
dies. Whether the extended atmoſphere became 
generally infected, or ſuch infection was confined 
to the reſpective dwellings where the dead were 
ſuffered to corrupt, thoſe malignant maladies coul 


ſcarcely fail to lupervene, which would in times 
F'2 become 
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become univerſally contagious. This has been 
often experienced in military campaigns, while the 

utrid exhalations of corpſes not ſpeedily buried, 
lng generated that epidemical indiſpofition, which 
has proved more de ſtructive than all the other de- 
vaſtations of war. If then the health of the liv- 
ing ſo eſſentially depends on the purity of the ele- 
ment we breathe, and without which we cannot 
exiſt, it is manifeſtly evident, that a compliance 
with the propofition before-mentioned, would be 
attended with conſequences diametrically oppoſite 
to its expreſſed intention, if a propoſal may be 
deemed inſalutary, which, with an uncertain view 
of prolonging the life of a Angle individual, would 
have a certain tendency to endanger the lives of 
thouſands. That the apprehenſions of the ad- 
dreſſer may not be altogether without foundation, 
is not denied; but it is by no means warrantable 
or judicious to attempt to remove a leſſer evil, at 
the expence of a greater. That gentleman will 
therefore excuſe the writer, for adding, in oppoſi- 
tion to his own anticipated ſatisfaction from the 
reverſe, that he will think himſelf happy, ſhould 
the preceding animadverſions be found to have 
contributed to render his propoſed innovation 
abortive, notwithſtanding the writer's equal diſin- 
clination to be buried durante vita. 

With reſpe& to the cuſtomary offices that ſuc- 
ceed the apparent diſcontinuance of reſpiration, 
it would certainly be right not to expoſe the body 
to the external air for a few hours after, or till the 
ſeveral parts are cold enough to produce that ri- 
gidity, which, though not always, is generally a 
certain indication of the vital extinction, or, at 
leaſt, not to be over haſty in the ceremonies of 
ſuch a department. It would alſo be prudent for 
the friends and relations of the deceaſcd, to refrain 
n from 


1 


from the unavailable cuſtom with many of taking 
their farewel of the dead by a labial falutation be- 
fore the coffin 1s cloſed , nor ſhould any one be 
longer or oftener in the apartment where the corpſe 
is laid, after there has becn time for the fluids and 
abdominal viſcera to corrupt, than there is occa- 
fion for. 

The ſtrictures on Godfrey's Cordial, with which 
Dr. Hawes concludes his Addreſs, are obviouſly 
pertinent, and merit the moſt ſcrious attention, 
not only of the public in general, but of the le- 
giflature in particular, with reſpect to the interdic- 
tion of the ſale of a medicine, which muſt often 
not only prove mortally deleterious, but enfeeble 
the conſtitution of thoſe children who ſurvive its 
pernicious influence, from whence proceed the 
diſeaſes of maturer age, and the generation of 
weakly progenies. This is certainly a public 
| grievance that cannot be too early redrefſed, and 

in which the greateſt vigilance may not prove ſuf- 
ficient to prevent the firſt families in the kingdom 
from being domeſtically intereſted, 
Berwick wpon T weed, 
Sept. 12, 1777+ W. RENWICK. 


To Mr. RENWICK, 


Of BERWICK upon T WEED, 
SIR, 


S you have, in a very liberal and gentleman- 
like manner, propoled an objection to one of 
the cautions contained in my addreſs, concerning 
the dangerous cuſtom of laying out perſons as ſoon 
as apparently dead, or, in other words, as ſoon as 
reſpiration ceaſes; I think it a duty I owe both to 
you and the Public, to ſtate my reaſons for think 
ing that objection of no force. 
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l am happy to find that you perfectly agree with 
me in my leading principle, the impropriety of 
laying out perfons immediately upon the appear- 
ance of deal. With reſpect to the cuſtomary 
offices that ſucceed the apparent diſcontinuance 
&« of reſpiration, it would certainly be right, you 
c obſerve, not to expoſe the body to the external 
air for a few hours after, or till the ſeveral parts 
are cold enough to produce that rigidity, which, 
* tho? not always, is generally a certain indication 
& of the vital extinction, or at leaſt not to be over 
« haſty in the ceremonies of ſuch a department.” 

Theſe, Sir, are your own words, and I have 
read them with pleaſure, becauſe they confirm the 
propriety of my principal caution, and will, I hope, 
efficaciouſly co-operate with it in aboliſhing the 
inbuman cuſtom above-mentioned, 

Your objection to my other caution, reſpecting 
the interment of bodies, ſeems, in a great meaſure, 
to be founded on the miſ=conception of my mean- 
ing. The author of the Addreſs, you ſay, in- 
« ſinuates, that the dead ſhould not be interred, 
« or rather, that they ſhould not be prepared for 
that intention, till ſigns of external putrefaction 
appear.“ Permit me, Sir, to cite the paſſages 
which more immediately relate to interment, and 
you will perceive, upon reading them again, that 
I have not thrown out the inſinuation which you 
have haſtily imputed to me. The paſſages are 
theſe. *© The cuſtom of /aying out the bodies of 
<« perſons ſuppoſed to be dead as ſoon as reſpira- 
« tion ceaſes, and the interment of them before 
* the ſigns of putrefaction appear, has been fre- 
* quently oppoſed by men of learning and huma- 
«nity in this and other countries. Monſ. Bruhier, 
in particular, a phyſician of great eminence in 
* Paris, publiſhed a piece about thirty years ago, 

* entitled, 
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entitled, The Uncertainty of the Signs of Death x 
* in which he clearly proved, from the teſtimonies 
4 of various authors, and the atteſtations of unex- 
e ceptionable witneſſes, that many perſons who 
had been buried alive, and were providentially 
„ diſcovered in that ſtate, had been reſcued from 
* the grave, and enjoyed the pleaſures of ſociety 
* for — years after.“ 

« But notwithſtanding the numerous and well. 
& authenticated facts of this kind, the cuſtom 
t above-mentioned remains in full force. As ſoon 
„ as the ſemblance of death appears, the chamber 
* of the lick is deſerted by friends, relatives, and 
* phyſicians, and the apparently dead, though fre- 
« quently a living body, 1s committed to the ma- 
% nagement of an ignorant and unfeeling nurſe, 
« whole care extends no farther than laying the 
* limbs ſtraight, and ſecuring her accuſtomed ſpoil, 


« The bed-cloaths are immediately removed, and 


« the body is expoſed to the air, which, when cold, 
% muſt — the little ſpark of life that may 
remain, and which by a different method might 
« have been kindled into flame.“ 

But admitting I had inſinuated, that the dead 
ſhould not be prepared for interment till ſigns of 
external puttefaction appear, I think that even 
then your dreadful apprebenſions would have been 
entirely groundleſs. Ihe ſigns of putrefaction, in 
the firſt ſtage of that proceſs, and which are de- 
cilive indications of death, are not accompanied with 
fetor, and conſequently no miſchief from your own 
principle, can poſſibly ariſe in waiting for their ap- 
pearance. In the ſecond ſtage, indee(!, a fœtid 
and injurious vapour ariſes ; but unleſs the maſs 
of putrefying matter be very conſiderable, as has 
ſometimes been the caſe after battles, &c. when 
the ſlain have been left unburied, that vapour is in 


a very 
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a very ſhort time combined with the air, and en- 
tirely diſarmed of its danger *®. If this were not 
the caſe, the air of London, from the quantity of 
animal and vegetable matter continually putrefy- 
ing in the ſtreers, &c. would very ſoon become in- 
tolerably offenſive, and altogether unfit for the 

urpoſes of reſpiration. 

But © the ſigns of external putrefaction, you ſay, 
may not —＋ till ſeveral days after the internal 
corruption of the viſcera.” Be it ſo, Sir, it fur- 
niſhes no objection to the rule I have recommend- 
ed; for if the abdominal viſcera corrupt, and no 
putrid vapour eſcapes, the air cannot be im- 
pregnated with contaminating effluvia.“ If pu- 
trid vapour ſhould eſcape in any conſiderable quan- 
city, it is a fgn that putrefaction has taken place, 
and that the body may ſafely be interred. In ge- 
neral, however, a putrid diſcolouration of ſome 
parts of the body, particularly of the abdomen, 

recedes the exhalation of any noxious vapour, as 
is well known to thoſe who are converſant in diſ- 
ſections. But the time which may elapſe before 
this diſcoloration appears, is very uncertain, as it 
depends on the nature of the diſeaſe which termi- 
nated life, the heat of the weather, and various 
other cauſes. | 

To conclude, I wiſh it were deeply impreſſed 
upon the mind of every individual, that the only 
wnequivocal ſigns of death, are the marks of putre- 
faction , and that thoſe who are committed to the 
For the hw which obtains in the chemical combination 


of air and variolous vapour, and which is the ſame, 1 pre- 
fume, as that which obtains in the combipation of air and 


harge brought againſt Inoculation, &.“ 
t Many recent proofs of the truth of this aſſertion might 


be produced ; but it will be ſufficient to refer the reader to 
the ** Reports of the Hvmane Society” for the years 1774. 


1775, and 1776; to a letter in the General Advertiſer of — 
ER wit 


utrid vapour, ſee Dr. Watkinſon's ** Examination of a 
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earth before theſe marks are diſcovered, may poſ- 
ſibly be buried alive. But I wiſh it were tbl 
deeper impreſſed, that the danger of being buried 
alive, though the fact has frequently happened, is 
not ſo great as that of being laid out as dead, whiltt 
living, and —_ the vital ſpark extinguiſhed by 
a precipitate expoſure to cold air, I cannot, there- 
fore, omit this opportunity of again exhorting 
thoſe whom it may concern, not to conſider the 
perſons who apparently die of apoplectic and other 
fits, eſpecially young children who are carried off 
by convulſions, as irrecoverably loſt, till the proper 
means of reſtoration have been tried. 

Having, in juſtice to the public, to you, and 
myſelf, given this explanation of my caution, re- 
lating to the interment of the dead, and vindi- 
cated the propriety of it againſt the objection to 
which, in your opinion, it was liable; I ſhall beg 
leave, on my part, to put an end to the diſpute, —- 
Controverly is not agreeable tu me; and if it 
were, the dutics of my profeſſion, and other in- 


creaſing cares, would not permit me to profe- 


cute it. 
I am, Sir, with due reſpect, 


Your very humble Servant, 


Palſgrave Place, W. HAWES. 
C8. 1, 1778. 


11th of September, relative to the death of the late Mr Hol. 
land, Ggned Theatricus ; and alſo to one in the Poblie 
Ledger, of the 10th of the ſame month, reſpecting the proc 
mature interment of the late Dr. Pall, of Leicetter, 
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el X. 


R. HAWES acquaints the Public, that in 
the courle of à few months, NINE PER- 
SONS, who had been ſeemingly dead for ſome 
hours, have been reſtored to life, by the bodies be- 
ing kept in a warm bed, as recommended in the 
preceding Addreſs ; and it gives him pleaſure to 
hope, in conſequence of the above pleaſing in- 
formation, that the abſurd and inhuman cuſtom 
of laying out perſons immediately on the appear- 
ance of death, will at ſome future period, (and 
that not very diſtant), be univerſally aboliſhed. 
As it has been unqueſtionably proved, that in a 
variety of. diſeaſes, a ſuſpenſion #1 the vital powers 
may take place, without an abſolute extinction of 
life. THE PUBLIC, as is evident, cannot be 
109 earneſtly recon mended to pay the utmoſt atten- 
tion to this ſolid and important fact. Which, to 
render his communication of it more uſeful, Dr. 
Hawes adviſes, that the bodies of thoſe who are 
apparently carried off by diſeaſes or ſudden death, 
may. be kept in a warm bed for twelve hours at 
leatt—that, during that time, nurſes, &c. do pay 
the greateſt attention to the ſeeming corpſes—and 
he is of opinion, that friends, relations, &c. will 
be acting wilely, to give ſuch perſons an equivalent 
gratuity, 


4 
gratuity, inſtead of death bed perquifites , for their 


extraordinary care, &c. 

Tut AUTHOR likewiſe promiſes to pay the 
reward of ONE GUINEA to nurſes or other at- 
tendants, on any cbild or grown perſon returning 10 
life by their humane attention, provided the fact 
is aſcertained by @ gentleman of the faculty, or at- 
teſted by three creditable perſons ; and in hopes 
of exciting an univerſal attention to a ſubject of 


ſo much importance to mankind. 
Dr. HAWES has within a few months diſtri-, 
buted at a very conſiderable expence, ſeven thou- 
ſand of his Addreſſes, and continues to give them 
gratis to all thoſe who may apply for them . It 
1s reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that it was not an idle 
curioſity, that excited ſuch numerous applications 
for this lictle well-meant performance ; but an 
equal defire with the writer to ſave the human race 
from premature death, and premature interment. 
As an undeniable proof, that the learned and 
bumane approve of the author's intentions, the 


® In genteel families, &c. it is a melancholy truth, that 
nurſes lay out the body as expeditiouſly as poſſible ; the 
many valuable things about the bed, being much more im- 
—— to ſuch kind of people, than the chance of return- 
ing lite. 

x People of fortune ſhould call in the opinion of a Medi- 
cal man, who has paid attention to this ſubjeR, that, by ex- 
perimcnts it may be aſcertained, whether there are any re- 
mains of life, This would entirely remove the horrid appre- 
ben/ions entertained by many, of being buried alive. 

1 If any live or lives be ſaved, through an attention to 
this Addreſs, the communication of ſuch happy events will 
be elleem-d 2 particular favour, as every new inſtance of 
ſaccels will lamp couvifion on the minds of the public, and 
thus one or two perſons returning to life, way be the means, 
in a ſeries of time, of lengthening the days of individuals 
of reſtoring many a father to the comfort and protection of 
his family ; and many a child to the fond embraces of his 
allied parents. 

F 2 preceding 


„— * 


14 ] 


ing Addreſs has been copied in the London, 
Gentleman's, Weſtminſter, and Medical Magazines ; 
alſo in the Annual Regiſter for 1777 ; and in the 
ſame” publication, is given an inſtance of ſucceſs 
with the ſubſequent introduction. The following 
caſe, AMONGST A VARIETY OF OTHERS, which 
have fallen under the immediate inſpettion of Dr. 
HaRMaANT, a celebrated Phyfician at Nancy, fur- 
niſhes us with a ſtrong proof of the neceſſity of the 


caution recommended. with jo much humanity and 


judgment by Dr. Hawes, V. p. 109. 


THE 
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THE preceding Addreſs was publiſhed about 
two years ſince, and has been well ſpoken of by 
the Monthly, Critical, and London Reviewers, 
as well as highly approved by the Public. The 
approbation it met with was a ſufficient motive 
to induce the Author to inveſtigate ſo important 
a ſubject more deeply. By ſo doing, he was con- 
vinced that it ought to be ranked among the va- 
rious branches of Medical Education. In order to 
forward that mealure, he Jaſt winter attempted 
the arduous undertaking, in a Courle of Lectures 
on the Theory and Practice of reſtoring Anima- 
tion. Theſe were received in a manner the moſt 
Aattering to his wiſhes ; and which demands his 
embracing this opportunity, to return his moſt 
. grateful thanks to the many ingenious Gentlemen 

who honoured him with their dil:;gent attendance. 
Thus encouraged, he has reſolved to devote as 
much of his remaining time as the avocations of 
his profeſſion as a Phyſician will permit, to further 
reſcarches after information on this important 
ſubje& : Being thoroughly convinced, that by en- 
gaging the attention of young Medical Mcn, the 
Faculty in general, and the Public at large, to 
the Uncertainty of the Signs of Death, he ſhall 
he the happy inſtrument of reſcuing many of the 
Human Race from a premature relidence in the 
glo-my manſions of the Grave. 
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